
MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC 
COMMITTEES STRONG DUE TO 
LEADERSHIP
Each committee of the Minot Area Chamber EDC (MACEDC) plays a role 
in our mission to advocate for and invest in business activity by being a 
collaborative partner in the community, focused on improving quality of life 
for all. MACEDC has seven committees with volunteer chairs. Each committee 
meets on a regular basis, with the chair setting up the topic. We would like to 
take this time to thank the chairs of the committees for all they do and hear from 
them on what makes their committee a vital part of our community.

Ambassador Committee Chair Keli Rosselli-Sullivan, iHeart Media 

I have been a Chamber EDC ambassador for six years now and this year served as chair. Because 
of this role, I have met so many enthusiastic and hardworking entrepreneurs, managers and 
spokespeople who have brought something to the Minot community. I take a lot of pride in this role 
and giving these businesses the best representation possible on behalf of the ambassadors during 
our ribbon cuttings.  I look forward to several more years serving on this committee!

Energy Committee Chair Kent Kirkhammer, Newkota Services & Rentals

I am CEO of NewKota Services & Rentals. We are an oilfield services company that started in the 
fall of 2011 here in Minot, we also have a division in Gillette, WY that we opened in 2013. I have 
been in the oilfield now for 20 plus years and have seen a lot of changes in technologies and how 
things are done. It's exciting to see how our industry adapts to challenges and becomes safer, more 
efficient, etc.  

I have been the chair of the Energy Committee since 2013 where we have had a ton of great 
speakers. We have had politicians such as Senator John Hoeven and Congressmen Kelly Armstrong. 
We have had industry leaders such as Ron Ness, president of the North Dakota Petroleum Council 
or Preston Page who is president of Dakota Energy, LLC. One of the most interesting speakers over 
the years to me is the people we bring in who have started their own company in the oil industry 
and talk about what they do. We have heard from some very interesting speakers about how their 
companies have invented things, found a solution to a problem, or just found a way to do it safer 
and faster. The most impressive thing is we have a handful of those companies that are based right 
here in the Minot area such as Creedence, Sandpro, etc. My goal as chair on the Energy Committee 
is to educate the people of Minot on the oil and gas industry and showcase it in a positive light, I 
hope I have done that over the years and will continue to do so.
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COMMITTEES STRONG CONTINUED 
Infrastructure Committee Chair Paul Kramer, Ackerman-Estvold

It has been my privilege to be the Chair of the Minot Area 
Chamber EDC Infrastructure Committee for the past two 
years.  I’ve been a member of the committee for 20+ years 
now and it has not only helped me stay in tune with what 
is going on in our city, county and state but also to help 
develop my personal and professional skills.  This can be 
attributed to my predecessors along with group members 
who engage in our monthly meetings. 

Our committee consists of well-rounded and diverse 
participants from our community.  Topics normally range 
from construction updates to future projects and from 
growth challenges and needs to future developments.  
Engagement from Minot Air Force Base to our State Legislatures.  We also 
receive reports from the Department of Transportation, Ward County and 
from Minot Parks, police, airport and engineering.  We actively support and 
encourage all aspects of development and betterment of our region and provide 
recommendations of support to help strengthen the cause. 

We welcome new members and would extend an invitation to contact me if 
interested in either joining the committee or if a topic or issue could be shared 
with the group.

Military Affairs Committee Chair Tom Rafferty,  
Verendrye Electric Cooperative

One of my favorite sayings is “Make new friends wherever 
you go.” A great place to do that is at the Military Affairs 
Committee. I have been involved in MAC for around 13 
years and have served as chairman the past year or so. 
The committee allows civilians and those serving at Minot 
Air Force Base and in the National Guard to get together 
once a month for lunch and a program. You meet new 
people and learn more about Minot Air Force Base and 
National Guard. If you want to be more involved there is 
the Honorary Commander program where they pair you 
up with someone on the base and you get the privilege of 
attending functions with them on and off the base. 

I’ve made a lot of friends through the MAC and Honorary Commanders 
Program through the years. While it is interesting meeting people from all over 
the United States and hear their stories of the many places they’ve been, I know 
they appreciate getting to know us. We get to help them feel more comfortable in 
our community and show them all that Minot has to offer and that we care about 
them. The women and men of Minot Air Force Base and National Guard are not 
only serving their country, but also our communities. Participating in the MAC 
Committee is one of the many activities the Chamber EDC offers where we can 
support our troops.

Paul Kramer

Tom Rafferty
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COMMITTEES STRONG CONTINUED 
Agribusiness Committee Chair Shana Forster, North Central Research Extension Center

"Agriculture is the most healthful, most useful and most noble employment of man" - George 
Washington

Agriculture is the number one industry in ND, where farmers and ranchers proudly produce over 
12-15 commodities which routinely rank in the top of all U.S. production.  I have lived in Minot 
for nearly 15 years, while working in the agriculture field.  When approached about chairing the 
Agribusiness Committee, it was a natural fit. Our committee works to promote agriculture. We meet 
approximately five times per year to share ideas and learn about new topics within the agriculture 
industry. 

We host/sponsor events that will help the public become more familiar with agriculture in ND. One 
of our main events is the Ag Golf Scramble during the summer. We are excited to begin the process 
of hosting/organizing the Dinner on the Prairie event starting beginning in August of 2023.

Governmental Affiars Committee Chair Kathy Aas, Xcel Energy, Recently Retired

As outgoing 2022 chair of the monthly Governmental Affairs Committee meetings, we include 
timely topics related to national, state and local issues.  The committee chair secures the speaker for 
each meeting and coordinates the topics with the Minot Area Chamber EDC.  This group prepares 
the Chamber’s Legislative Agenda and hosts an open forum during the biennial North Dakota 
Legislative Session. The next upcoming forums will begin in January, 2023.  

Attending these legislative forums provides an opportunity to engage with legislators and ask 
questions about proposed legislation during the session.   Becoming a member of the committee, 
offers the member community engagement and allows the member to stay informed about current 
topics.  

Women Connect Committee Chair Rianne Kuhn, Aspire Credit Union

Women Connect offers a professional networking meet up where women can focus on their 
professional development while learning and engaging with their peers. The speakers we bring 
in are here to support our mission and help us learn how to adapt to ever changing times 
with programing focused on developing female professionals through sessions that focus on 
topics important to a women's professional and personal life. We strive to provide connections, 
inspiration, and an opportunity to socialize with and encourage one another.

Shana Forster

Kathy Aas

Rianne Kuhn
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SHOWCASE OF BUSINESS WAS TOTALLY AWESOME!
What do you get when you bring more than 
70 businesses together and ask them to 
decorate to the 80s? A whole lot of fun.  The 
31st annual Showcase of Business presented 
by SRT took place November 17.     

This signature event is a time set aside to 
showcase what our member investors offer 
our community.   

Thank you to SRT for sponsoring the 
evening and for providing the Smart TV! 
Thank you also to KMOT and Hometown 
Radio for getting the word out as media 
sponsors. Thank you to Delta Vacations for 
donating a trip worth $2,000! Next year’s 
event is set for November 16 at the ND 
State Fair Magic Place.  
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CIVIL ENGINEERS  |  ARCHITECTS      WWW.ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD.COM

Merry & Bright
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A BANNER FIRST YEAR FOR START UP MINOT
With more than 400 attendees at monthly 
networking events and 29 graduates, the first year of 
Start Up Minot has definitely been a shot in the arm 
for area entrepreneurs. 

“It’s exciting to see the enthusiasm for our 
various small businesses and forward-thinking 
entrepreneurs,” said Brekka Kramer, President | CEO of MACEDC. “Having the Start Up Minot program in place 
throughout 2022 has been an important addition to our community and a welcomed opportunity to focus on growing 
and supporting entrepreneurs of all types.”

The regional coalition of support for Start Up Minot is broad and has included a variety of partners including 
the following: North Dakota Small Business Development Centers, Minot Area Chamber EDC, MSU Severson 
Entrepreneurship Academy, Strengthen ND, Creedence Energy, Souris Basin Planning Council, Dakota Business 
Lending, SCORE and others, including private citizens Jonah Lantto and Jessica Ackerman. The Start Up Minot 
mission is to invigorate, encourage and entice entrepreneurs in the Minot region to execute their novel business idea 
through education efforts, de-siloing support agencies, connecting resources and referrals, and communicating success 
stories. This mission is accomplished through a two-pronged effort, with a cohort-based 10-week class called Start Up 
Minot Academy powered by CO.STARTERS, and a monthly business showcase/networking event under the name Start 
Up Minot that will focus on sharing the story of new and growing companies while connecting like-minded business 
leaders.

The networking event was held every second Thursday morning at the Carnegie Center in downtown Minot. Speakers 
included the following entrepreneurs:

Kevin Black  Jazmine Schultz
Christine Staley  Jon Lakoduk
Eric Hansen   Katie Dotson
Kate Halvorson  Liza Stremick
Lindsay Hoes  Shirlene Spears
Dorothy Henke  Rachelle Sian
Kayla Goetz  Harold Rose
Deb Burger-Peery Easton Bennett
Phill Newman  Austin Humphries
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Life is all about moments
Hoping the holiday season brings you many joyful memories.

FIBT.com
0147_11-22
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GNDC PROMOTES AMANDA REMYNSE TO VICE 
PRESIDENT, OPERATIONS & OUTREACH
The Greater North Dakota Chamber (GNDC) announced the promotion of Amanda Remynse to 
Vice President of Operations and Outreach.

Remynse joined GNDC in July 2019 as the Director of Communications. Her efforts have included 
curating GNDC's enewsletter - The Dakota Digest, editing the quarterly Report on Business, 
and spearheading the facilitation of all events and marketing efforts. This new role will focus her 
attention on organizational growth and success.

“I’m excited about this opportunity for Amanda Remynse. Since her hire on with GNDC, Amanda 
has demonstrated that she is driven, capable, and thoughtful. She cares about the needs of our 
members as well as the future of our organization. I look forward to assisting her thrive and succeed 
in this role,” GNDC President and CEO Arik Spencer said.

Prior to her time at GNDC, Remynse worked numerous years within state government. She is a graduate of Minot State 
University where she double majored in English and Psychology.  

Additional information on GNDC can be found at ndchamber.com/staff. 

Amanda Remynse

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE NAMES 2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Minot Area Chamber EDC Nominating Committee has selected candidates to fill the director terms and confirmed 
each candidate is willing to accept the duties and responsibilities of directorship. The slate of names includes Peter B. 
Hankla joining the board of directors and the following leadership on the 2023 executive committee:

Kevin Black, Chair
Cassidy Hjelmstad, Chair-Elect
Ryan Ackerman, Vice-Chair
Missy Feist-Erickson, Treasurer
Randy Hauck, Past Chair

MACEDC director-elect, Peter B. Hankla is a graduate of the University of North Dakota for both 
his B.B.A., 1987, and his law degree, 1991. He was admitted to the North Dakota and Minnesota Bar 
in 1991. Peter has presented public seminars on Trust and Estate Planning, Charitable Giving, and 
Landlord/Tenant Law. Peter is a member of the North Dakota State Bar Association, and Minnesota 
State Bar Association.

Peter is currently a Member of Minot’s Task Force 21 Executive Committee (Vice Chairman 2008- 
2015) which is the community’s base retention and expansion committee, is a member of the 
Chamber EDC’s Military Affairs Committee (Chairman 1999-2001) and was appointed and serves 
on Governor Burgum’s Task Force for Military Issues in North Dakota Executive Committee.

He serves on the Board of Directors of the Minot Rotary Club (President 2014- 2015). Peter has previously served on the 
Board of Directors for the Minot Area Chamber of Commerce (Chairman of the Board 2002-2003), Board of Directors 
for the Minot Country Club (President 2008-2009), and Member of the Air Force’s Air Combat Commands (ACC) 
Commanders Group.

Peter practices primarily in the areas of Corporate Law and Commercial Transactions Contracts, Real Estate/Minerals, 
Trust, Employment, Municipal Law, and Estate Planning, and Probate.

The directors-elect shall be installed as directors at the regularly scheduled meeting January 2023. 

Peter B. Hankla
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ASSISTED LIVING

MINOT

Elison Assisted Living of Minot provides compassionate care in a friendly, warm 
environment. We believe that life is meant to be lived as vibrantly as possible and 
we’re here to take you there. With individualized care plans tailored to residents’ 

specific needs, spacious apartments, robust lifestyle programming and 
chef-prepared, restaurant-quality meals, we’re dedicated to making sure our 

residents thrive each and every day.

Assisting your 
independent spirit.

(701) 581-1156 | ElisonMinot.com

Experience our community. Schedule a tour today!

3515 10th St. SW, Minot, ND 58701

Assisting your 
independent spirit.
Experience our community. Schedule a tour today!

#113 
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TEAM MINOT CHRISTMAS COOKIE DRIVE SET FOR 
DECEMBER 12 & 13
It is almost that time of year again! TEAM MINOT will be hosting their annual Christmas Cookie drive December 12 and 
13. 

The cookies are distributed to the nearly 1200 first term airmen who live in the dorms on Minot Air Force Base. The 
airmen are between the ages of 18-20 and are required to live in the dorm. It is probably the first time they have been away 
from family for the holidays. Baking cookies is just one small way the citizens of Minot can show its appreciation to the 
men and women serving our country.  

The overall goal between Minot Air Force Base and downtown is 1200 dozen, which means one dozen homemade holiday 
goodies per person for the first term airmen. TEAM MINOT is asking people to bake a few dozen cookies, as home baked 
cookies are really appreciated, and drop them off at the Chamber EDC office, 1020 20th Ave. SW. 

The drop off days will be December 12 & 13 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. The cookies will be delivered to Minot Air Force 
Base on Wednesday, December 14 so they can be boxed and distributed to the first term airmen.
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MIRACLE, THE HOLIDAY COCKTAIL POP-UP 
PHENOMENON COMES TO NORTH DAKOTA FOR THE 
FIRST TIME EVER
Off Menu Hospitality, in partnership with Saul’s 
and Dad’s, are proud to announce that the holiday 
themed cocktail pop-up bar Miracle on 10th Street 
will be making its spirited debut for the 2022 season 
in Minot, North Dakota. 

The Minot-based Team will be joining long time 
and award-winning locations from around the 
world, featuring whimsical new drinks to ring in the 
Christmas season. Kicking off their first year, the 
Miracle on 10th Team is overjoyed to welcome
fans, friends, and family alike to partake in the hope 
and wonder that is only found during the holidays 
and exclusively at their cocktail pop-up concept.

“Miracle gives us a unique opportunity to blend 
something you might find in a big city with the 
hospitality of a small town,” said Minot native and 
owner of Saul’s & Dad’s, Jon Lakoduk. “We can’t think of a better way to celebrate with
friends and family than in a uniquely-transformed space with a menu and experience that’s never been seen in
Minot before,” Lakoduk continued.

Miracle on 10th Street will feature hand-crafted cocktails created in conjunction with some of the world’s best bartenders
along with a light food menu and mini donuts, a favorite of the young and the young at heart. Bespoke Miracle mugs and
glassware will be available for purchase exclusively at the Dakota Square Mall location during the duration of the pop-up,
making it the gift that keeps on giving. For the 2022 holiday season, in addition to local Minot charities, Miracle is proud to
partner with Seva Foundation, a global nonprofit eye care organization that works with local communities around the 
world to develop self-sustaining programs that preserve and restore sight. At the end of the 2022 season, Miracle will 
donate 10% of all proceeds from the retail sales of Santa Pants, Christmas Carol Barrel and Santa Heads mugs to the Seva 
Foundation.

Dustin Stredwick, President and Founder of Off Menu Hospitality, and fellow Minot native added, “We’re constantly
looking for exciting ways to provide new experiences for the Minot community and beyond. It’s a true thrill to
partner with Saul’s and Dad’s as well as our charity partners during this magical time of year!”

Miracle on 10th Street will officially open their doors from November 21 to December 31 at Dakota Square Mall in Minot. 
To further elevate Guests’ experiences, Miracle will feature holly jolly programming including an Ugly Christmas Sweater 
party on December 3rd and themed events to add to the memorable experience of sharing in person with loved ones. These
special occasions will be announced on social media. Miracle on 10th can be found at www.miracleon10th.com, on
Facebook at www.facebook.com/miracleon10th, and on Instagram @miracleon10th.

Off Menu Hospitality is a full-service solutions provider for the hospitality industry and beyond, from scribbles on the back 
of a napkin to realizing your dream and everything in between. Founded in 2018, Off Menu Hospitality strives to create a
culture of hospitality and success for all stakeholders, including Team Members, Owners, and Guests.

Dad’s is the world’s first Dad bar, where anyone is as welcome as you’d be in your own Dad’s garage. Located at 23 Main
Street South in Minot, the basement has been transformed into a place where you'd find a bunch of dads deciding how to
finish that honey do list over a cold beer or cocktail with friends.

Saul’s is Minot’s new age original speakeasy, complete with scratch made cocktails crafted with the best ingredients
available. Each drink is made by hand with the same love and care you would use in your own home. Saul’s features a
selection of over 200 bottles to create anything you can dream of, and perhaps even a few things you would have never
imagined.

Since 1978, Seva has empowered underserved communities and provided eye care services to more than 46 million people
around the world. The name Seva has the meaning "selfless service to others" which aligns with the spirit of both the
holiday season and the hospitality industry. You can find out more about this charity on www.seva.org.
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WHEN THERE'S A NEED,
OUR MEMBERS ROUND UP HELP. OUR MEMBERS ROUND UP HELP. 

When there's a need in the community, Verendrye Electric Cooperative members step 
up by rounding up their electric bills to the next dollar. Each year these funds are 
distributed to emergency services, community facilities, nonprofits in communities we 
serve, schools, parks, and more. In fact, Operation Round Up has given $1.3 million to 
more than 1,200 great causes since 1996. That's the power of human connections.
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DAKOTA HOPE CLINIC'S FESTIVAL OF TREES 
315 Main Street S., #205 
Minot, ND 58701
701-852-4673
www.festoftrees.com

Ambassadors helped kick off the 9th Annual Festival of Trees 
event held at the North Dakota State Fair Center, joining board 
members and Dakota Hope Clinic staff in celebrating the record 
breaking, festive event.

MIRACLE ON 10TH STREET 
2400 10th Street SW, #522 
Minot, ND 58701
701-314-4020
www.miracleon10th.com
Dustin Stredwick, President & Founder, Off Menu Hospitality
Jon Lakoduk, Owner Saul's & Dad's

Ambassadors helped to welcome Miracle on 10th Street, a holiday 
themed cocktail pop-up bar. The team is overjoyed to welcome 
fans, friends, and family alike to partake in the hope and wonder 
that is only found during the holidays and exclusively at their 
cocktail pop-up concept.

MAGIC BALLOONS 
Minot, ND 58703 
701-720-0405
www.magicballoonsnd.com

Ambassadors cut the ribbon for Magic Balloons who assisted 
with decorating the 2022 Showcase of Business at the North 
Dakota State Fair Center. Magic Balloons are dedicated to 
providing fabulous decor for your event, from conception through 
completion.

THE SALVATION ARMY OF MINOT 
315 Western Avenue
Minot, ND 58701 
701-838-8925
https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/northern/Minot/
The Salvation Army Northern Division

Ambassadors helped kick off The Salvation Army of Minot's 2022 
Red Kettle Campaign with a ceremony at Dakota Square Mall.
The mission of the Salvation Army is to meet human need(s) 
without discrimination in the name of Jesus.

RIBBON CUTTINGS 

http://www.festoftrees.com
http://www.miracleon10th.com
http://facebook.com/jamaicanvybzkitchen
https://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/northern/Minot/ 
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POST YOUR JOB WITH MACEDC
Finding quality employees has always been one of the most complex challenges for employers, and it's proving to be even 
more difficult now. There are many options for employers to post jobs and receive applicants and resumes, and now our 
member investors can add another tool to their toolbox: the Minot Area Chamber EDC Website.

Member investors can post open positions (whether full-time, part-time, contract, internship) through their Chamber 
EDC account. This option is an exclusive free benefit to Chamber EDC member investors. The Minot Area Chamber EDC 
directory is a great place to keep business information updated, upload your correct business logo, and make your business 
easy to find for the Minot area business community. To search for jobs, or post a new job at MinotChamberEDC.com, 
access the Members Only page from the home page.

Questions or need help? Call us at 701-852-6000 or email Carla Dolan at carla@minotchamberedc.com for more 
information.

NEW MEMBER INVESTORS
Lindsey Bini Photography
Lindsey Bini, Owner  516 3rd Street NE, Minot ND 58703  
www.lindseybini.com  www.facebook.com/lindseybiniphotography lbiniphoto@gmail.com

Lindsey Bini Photography offers photography services specializing in weddings, seniors, and professional images for 
businesses.

The Pursuit Church
Amber Smith, Communications Director; Jade McDowell, Preschool Director 515 20th Avenue SE, Minot ND 58703
(701) 389-2769   www.thepursuitchurch    hello@thepursuit.church

The Pursuit Church creates a space where everyone is welcome in hopes that all will come to know Jesus.

Magic Balloons 
Carolina Ayala, Owner  3017 9th Street NW, Minot ND 58703  (701) 720-0405
www.magicballoonsnd.com magicballoonsnd@gmail.com 

Magic Balloons are dedicated to providing fabulous decor for your event, from conception through  
completion.

Super Chef 454 Catering and Concessions 
William Egan, Owner  808 20th Ave SE, Minot ND 58701  (701) 500-7541
super-chef-454-cooking-contestants.odoo.com     superchef454@yahoo.com 

Super Chef 454 Catering and Concessions are a team of passionate people whose goal is to improve everyone's life 
through disruptive products. They build great products to solve your business problems. Their products are designed for 
small to medium size companies willing to optimize their performance.

Minot Area Recovery Community Organization 
Jennifer Perdue, Executive Director 2201 15th St SW LL Suite 3  (701) 509-3796
facebook.com/minotrecovery  jennifer@marcominot.org  hello@marcominot.org 

Minot Area Recovery Community Organization (MARCO) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in Minot whose mission is to assist 
individuals and families with substance use disorder in Minot and the surrounding communities. Their services include 
Peer Support and Care Coordination always 100% free to participants and they do not require insurance. Everyone on their 
staff is in long-term recovery.
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November recipients of the Minot Area Chamber EDC  
Eagle Award Program are: 

Thank you to Homesteaders Restaurant and Waxing the 
City for providing gift certificates for award recipients.

EAGLE AWARDS

Dr. Michael Weisner
Minot Dental Partners

Amanda Heim
Scheels

Annie Lynch
Northland PACE

Morgan Abel
Signal Realty

Jerry Frye 
Jerry's Repair & 
Alignment

Brooke Vanzomeren 
Marketplace Foods

Lindsey Bini
Lindsey Bini 
Photography

Elisia Sadler
Ryan Chevrolet

April Allen
Minot Automotive 
Center

MEMBER INVESTOR RENEWALS
Aggregate Construction Inc

Albertson Consulting, Inc.

Antler Artistry, LLC

Arny's 2.0 Lounge & Bottle Shop

Avis Rent A Car - Meier & Compa-
ny

Bravera Bank

Bravera Wealth

Bray's Saddlery

Burdick Job Corps Center

Chippewa Resources Incorporated

ChiroCare Family Center, PC

Clean Harbors Environmental  
Services

Concrete Mobile, LLC

Cookies For You, Inc.

CTS Properties, LLC

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch

Edward Jones Financial Advisor:  
Tom Miller

Edward Jones Financial Advisor: 
Cameron J. Stone

Essential Living, Inc. ,  
Park South Apartments

Fastlane Car Wash

Fire Extinguishing Systems Inc.

Fisher Research LLC

FMC Technologies Completion  
Services

Gemar Photography

Glik's

Good Vibrations Modern Quilt 
Shop

HighAir Ground

Jerry's Repair & Alignment

I. Keating, Inc. Furniture World

Kemmet Dental Design

Kemper Construction Co.

Knockout Design

Legacy Health Clinic

Lewis and Clark Development 
Group

Liechty Homes

Longhorn Steakhouse

Magic City Lions

Magnum LTL, Inc.

Minot Area Council of the Arts

Minot Commission on Aging, Inc.

Minot Hockey Boosters

Minot Junior Golf Association

Minot Veterinary Clinic Inc.

New Dawn Chiropractic &  
Acupuncture

Niess Impressions

Peoples State Bank of Velva

Pure Power Sports of Minot

Ready Builders, Inc.

REMAX/BAKKEN REALTY

Riddles Jewelry

Ryan Honda of Minot

Ryan Nissan

Duane Tollefson

United Community Bank
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MEMBER NEWS
‘Free Gas’ Presented from Fuel the Fight Event
Kristen Fox from New Town was selected from “a box full of applicant names” to receive the top prize at the 5th 
Annual Fuel the Fight cancer fundraiser held in September at Dakota Square ARCO. “Free Fuel for A Year” provides 
Fox $75 in gas per week for 52 weeks, for a total award of $3,900. 

“I found out I won a few days after the event, and couldn’t believe it,” Fox said. “I was so excited to learn that from all 
names in the box, mine was picked. This is so awesome!”

First International Bank & Trust (FIBT) sponsored the award for a third year. “One of our corporate values is 
‘Leave your Mark on Our Community,’ and Fuel the Fight is a great way for FIBT to do that in Minot. With so many 
families affected by cancer, we all have a connection and reason to fight against it,” said Minot President, Brock 
DesLauriers. “We are honored to support that fight and contribute to this great event year in and year out.”

Proceeds from the event go to the Trinity Health Foundation and are used to provide prepaid gas vouchers to 
assist with transportation costs to and from treatment for patients and their families. Since 2017, Fuel the Fight has 
provided over $95,000 in fuel assistance.

“The Fuel the Fight campaign continues to be paramount in providing travel assistance for patients needing 
oncology services at Trinity CancerCare,” said Shane Jordan, director at Trinity Health CancerCare Center. “Our 
service region is very large and as a result, patients can be required to travel roundtrip distances of 100 miles or more 
in order to receive treatment.  These treatments can be multiple times per week, so the expense adds up very quickly.  
It is important for patients to be able to focus on their treatments instead of the stress that can come from wondering 
how they are going to afford getting to and from them.”    

Lori Zavalney, owner of Dakota Square ARCO and a driving force behind Fuel the Fight, says knowing people 
who struggled with cancer inspired her to want to help in a meaningful way. “The partnership with Trinity Health 
Foundation is invaluable - I could not do the fundraiser without them. The CancerCare Center does such good 
work, I am a big supporter,” Zavalney said. 

Not one to rest on her laurels, Zavalney is always on the lookout for new businesses to participate and new ways to 
draw an even larger crowd. “Next year I hope to have a live auction and a marching band. I always want to make it 
better,” she added. 
Prize sponsor First 
International Bank & 
Trust gathered with 
representatives of 
Dakota Square ARCO 
and Trinity Health 
Foundation to present 
the fuel vouchers.  
Front row l to r: 
Jamie Swenson, Dusty 
Zimmerman, Trinity 
Health Foundation; 
Lori Zavalney, Dakota 
Square ARCO; 
winner Kristin Fox; 
Brock DesLauriers, 
Denise Larson, 
First International 
Bank & Trust; Cody 
McManigal, Trinity 
Health Foundation; 
Perry Olson and 
John Drady, First 
International Bank & 
Trust.
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2022 LIVE FIRST COMMUNITY GRANT WINNERS ANNOUNCED
First International Bank & Trust (FIBT) is proud to announce the winners of the Eighth Annual Live First Community 
Giving Campaign. In April, more than 150 community organizations applied for awards totaling up to $43,000.

 • Grand Prize: One grant of $15,000
 • Rising Star: Up to six grant winners were selected from across our footprint to receive $2,500 or $5,000  
 each. This grant is designed for supporting a new non-profit organization or new initiatives from an   
 existing non-profit that need a little kick-start.
 • Social Media Star: Three grants of $1,000 each were awarded based on the most likes on each    
 organization’s original photo on the FIBT Facebook page.

Any nonprofit or community project benefiting the communities served by First International Bank & Trust was able 
to apply for a grant.

Please join us in congratulating the following community groups selected as recipients for our 2022 Live First 
Community Grants! 

$15,000 Grand Prize Award – Camp Metigoshe, Bottineau, ND
Camp Metigoshe is a summer camp located in the Turtle Mountains of North Dakota. Rooted in the Lutheran 
tradition, they are a camp that welcomes people of all backgrounds and faith traditions - including those who may not 
know what they believe. 

$5,000 Rising Star Award – Wellness in the Woods – Eagle Bend, MN
Wellness in the Woods is a 501(c)(3) non-profit that provides programs and activities centered on advocacy, education, 
and expanding statewide peer networks. As an organization, they are dedicated to improving access to mental health 
care for all residents of Minnesota with a focus on reaching underserved communities. 

$5,000 Rising Star Award – A New Leaf, Mesa, AZ
A New Leaf advances its mission of Helping Families‚ Changing Lives, by providing meaningful opportunities to 
empower disadvantaged individuals and families and to create a stronger and healthier community. A New Leaf’s 36 
programs in the Phoenix Metro area address households’ immediate and longer-term needs through a continuum of 
care that promotes social and economic health and stability. Services include emergency shelter, supportive housing, 
domestic and sexual violence support, financial empowerment, behavioral and primary health care, foster care, early 
childhood education, and family preservation. 

$2,500 Rising Star Award – TR 4 Heart and Soul, Bismarck, ND
TR 4 Heart and Soul is 501c3, non-profit corporation, that seeks to improve the quality of life, both physically and 
emotionally for children and adults with disabilities and challenges through the heart and soul of a horse. 

$2,500 Rising Star Award – Project BEE, Minot, ND
Project BEE’s (formerly known as the YWCA) mission is to improve the lives of men, women, and families 
experiencing homelessness by providing equity and anti-poverty services to rural communities in North Dakota 
through shelter, services, and support that empowers them to improve the quality of their lives through client-centered 
programs and services. $2,500 Rising Star Award – DakotAbilities, Sioux Falls, SD
DakotAbilities provides meaning and opportunity for people with disabilities. The organization supports people from 
38 South Dakota counties with residential support, day service, nursing support, PT and OT, dietary support and 
more. 

$2,500 Rising Star Award – Reel Hope Project, Minneapolis, MN
The Reel Hope Project partners with Minnesota adoption agencies and counties to create two-minute profile videos 
or “reels” of children in foster care. Their team travels throughout the full state to film these incredible kids in a setting 
unique to them that best captures their personality. Each reel shows Minnesotans that our state is the current guardian 
for many local children who cannot return home, through no fault of their own. 

$1,000 Rising Star Award – Dunn County Food Pantry, Killdeer, ND
Dunn County Food Pantry is a nonprofit organization that provides food and supplies to all of Dunn County. Over a 
12-month period, they served more than 200 families in Dunn County distributing over 10,000 pounds of food and 
supplies.           
            continued on page 17
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continued from page 16

$1,000 Rising Star Award – Vision West, Dickinson, ND
Vision West ND is a consortium of counties, cities, businesses and business organizations, and others whose 
mission is to Lead, Educate, and Collaborate to mobilize western North Dakota towards a resilient and prosperous 
quality of life for all residents.

$1,000 Rising Star Award – Fort Buford 6th Infantry, Williston, ND
Ford Buford 6th Infantry is a living history organization promoting local history and tourism. 

$1,000 Rising Star Award – Alexander First Responders, Alexander, ND
The Alexander First Responders are a small but strong group of first responders serves the local community of 
Alexander, ND and the surrounding area. $1,000 Rising Star Award – Bakken Oil Rush Ministry, Watford City, ND
Bakken Oil Rush Ministry is committed to helping members of the community by offering rock-bottom-priced 
gently used clothing and household items through its thrift store while also providing resource assistance along 
with various programs throughout the year such as outreach gatherings and toy giveaways. Our mission is to care, 
connect, and collaborate in order to promote well-being within the Watford City. 

$1,000 Social Media Stars
 • Hairball Haven, Minot, ND
 • Full STEAM Ahead, Minot, ND
 • 4 Luv of Dog Rescue, Moorhead, MN

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 2022 Live First Community Grant Program! Whether an applicant, 
or participant in the social media awareness campaign, the community's interest is what makes this program a 
success, and keeps these vital programs running.

 

 
  THINKING ABOUT PURCHASING A BUSINESS? 

 THINKING ABOUT SELLING A BUSINESS? 

 BEHIND ON YOUR FINANCIAL STATEMENTS? 

 IS THE BANK ASKING FOR MORE INFORMATION? 

 UNCERTAINTY IN YOUR CASH FLOW? 

 WHAT’S KEEPING YOU UP AT NIGHT? 

 

I CAN HELP ON A JOB, RETAINER, HOURLY OR 
BARTER BASIS.  LET’S MEET OVER A CUP OF 
COFFEE AND DISCUSS YOUR CHALLENGES. 

 

JOHN STEWART 

701.833.8821 jstewart@srt.com 

FINANCIAL CONSULTING 
BUSINESS & PERSONAL 
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MINOT SYMPHONY CHRISTMAS CONCERT SET FOR  
DECEMBER 10
 
Celebrate the holidays with your Minot Symphony Orchestra at their annual Holiday Pops concert. The evening will 
begin with the well-known A Christmas Festival by Leroy Anderson followed by two movements of Tchaikovsky's 
The Nutcracker Suite, music from The Polar Express plus two versions of the familiar Sleigh Ride (traditional and 
Caribbean version). 

Following intermission they will bring you Dvořák Te Deum and Holst’s beautiful Christmas Day. They will also 
include Christmas classics Rudolph, Bells & Holly as well as A Merry Christmas Sing Along by Wendel. 

Special guests include the voices of the Minot High School Choir directed by Lindsay Kerzman along with Marla 
Fogderud, soprano and Philip Zawisza, baritone. We invite you to come and join us in song!

The new concert start time is *7pm*. There is not a pre-concert talk for this performance. 

Don't wait until it’s too late to purchase your Holiday Magic concert tickets! 

Visit minotsymphony.com or call the box office at 701-858-4228 to purchase your live or livestream tickets for Holiday 
Magic on Dec. 10th!

NORTHLAND HOCKEY GROUP IS BRINGING THE WORLD CUP OF 
YOUTH HOCKEY TOURNAMENT TO MINOT IN JUNE 2023
 
Northland Hockey Group is expanding locations for their popular hockey tournament, The World Cup of Youth 
Hockey. The new to Minot tournament will take place at the MAYSA Arena from June 2-4, 2023. In its 7th year of 
existence, the tournament has had players from nearly 20 states and three Canadian provinces compete in previous 
locations.
 
Founded in 2008, the group’s goal is to give every child an opportunity to play competitive summer hockey. “Being on 
the ice in the summer makes them better players at the local association tryouts in the fall,” says Dave Druk, owner at 
Northland Hockey Group. The players will scrimmage on Friday, everyone will make a team, and there will be games 
on Saturday and Sunday with a closing ceremony.

“We are excited to have this tournament in Minot for the first time ever! Summer hockey tournaments are new for 
Minot. It will be a busy summer with many tournaments and events,” says Stephanie Schoenrock, director at Visit 
Minot. The tournament is expected to bring in over 200 athletes to compete in various age groups. Levels offered 
include Mites, Squirts, Peewees for boys and Bantams for both boys and girls.

To find more information on how to register for the tournament, visit www.northlandhockeygroup.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABnT2BlM53k&t=3s
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$30M AWARDED FOR INVESTMENT IN LOW-INCOME/
DISTRESSED AREAS
DAKOTA BUSINESS LENDING RECEIVES A SECOND $30 MILLION NEW MARKETS 
TAX CREDITS AWARD
 
Dakota Business Lending has been selected by the U.S. Treasury Department's Community Development Financial 
Institution (CDFI) Fund to receive $30 million in New Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) allocation. This is their second 
NMTC allocation. They were awarded $30 million in 2021 and remain the first and only North Dakota based 
financing entity to be chosen and one of the country’s top 100 community-focused organizations recognized this year. 

NMTC is run and administered through the U.S. Department of Treasury. This year, the program allocated a total of 
$5 billion to 107 of the 199 Community Development Entities (CDEs) applicants throughout the nation through a 
competitive and challenging application process, who then use their allocations to further the mission of the program: 
to encourage and jumpstart investment in low-income census tracts to create jobs, bring new opportunities to 
qualifying areas, and fill a financing gap for transformative projects. 

Dakota Business Lending allocated their first $30 full award, received in September of 2021, to four qualifying 
businesses across North Dakota in under 11 months. The program had a $107 million direct project impact and 
helped create and retain 325 permanent jobs for citizens across the state. “Given our ability to deploy the funds in 
such a short amount of time, it is evident that the demand for a unique financing program like NMTC is much 
higher than anticipated,” commented Steve Dusek, President & CEO. “We are excited to use this second allocation 
continue to meet that demand, provide this unique opportunity for businesses, and spread the economic impact even 
further.” Dakota Business Lending will continue to maximize and spread economic impact by encouraging the “pay-
it-forward” concept, asking businesses assisted through the program to “repay” the kindness by financially supporting 
local organizations in need.

As North Dakota’s top SBA 504 lender for the past 12 years, Dakota Business Lending provides creative and affordable 
small business financing solutions and technical assistance that promotes economic development and prosperity in 
our communities. 

Dakota Business Lending has several projects in the pipeline for consideration and are also working on the 
application for the next round of funding. Please contact one of the Dakota Business Lending loan officers with any 
potential projects and visit www.dakotabusinesslending.com/nmtc for more information. The organization looks 
forward to providing this opportunity and continuing to impact this great state.

About Dakota Business Lending

Founded in 1982, Dakota Business Lending is the oldest, largest, and most experienced 504 CDC in North Dakota. With staff 
throughout North Dakota and Montana, Dakota Business Lending serves North Dakota, Montana, and five counties in western 
Minnesota.  The mission of this private, not-for-profit entity is to provide small business financing solutions through collaborative 
partnerships in a supportive, creative environment that grows the economy and creates or preserves quality jobs. Since inception, 
Dakota Business Lending has provided over $550 million in loans with total project impact exceeding $1.2 billion to small businesses 
and local economies.

About the New Markets Tax Credits Program 

The New Markets Tax Credit Program, established by Congress in December 2000, permits individual and corporate taxpayers to 
receive a non-refundable tax credit against federal income taxes for making equity investments in financial intermediaries known 
as Community Development Entities (CDEs). CDEs that receive the tax credit allocation authority under the program are domestic 
corporations or partnerships that provide loans, investments, or financial counseling in low-income urban and rural communities. 
The tax credit provided to the investor totals 39% of the cost of the investment and is claimed over a seven-year period. The CDEs 
in turn use the capital raised to make investments in low-income communities. CDEs must apply annually to the CDFI Fund to 
compete for New Markets Tax Credit Program allocation authority. Since the inception of the NMTC Program, the CDFI Fund 
has completed 18 allocation rounds and has made 1,461 awards totaling $71 billion in tax allocation authority. This includes $3 
billion in Recovery Act Awards and $1 billion of special allocation authority used for the recovery and redevelopment of the Gulf 
Opportunity Zone. To learn more about the New Markets Tax Credit Program, please visit www.cdfifund.gov/nmtc. 
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EASTER SEALS GOODWILL ND, INC. 
CELEBRATES 75TH ANNIVERSARY
 
Easter Seals Goodwill ND, Inc. (ESGWND) is celebrating 75 years of providing 
specialized services to individuals and families with barriers (disabilities). 

As one of the state’s 50-largest employers, ESGWND employs 571 team members across eight regions. In the Minot 
region, ESGWND employs 152 team members, and supports 142 individuals with barriers in Residential Services and 
47 individuals with barriers in Day Habilitation/Vocational Services. 

Guided by the servant leadership of Chief Executive Officer Gordon Hauge of Mandan, ESGWND is dedicated to its 
mission of supporting children, adults, and families to have equal opportunities to live, learn, work, and play in our 
communities.

History

The North Dakota Chapter of the National Society for Crippled Children and Adults was founded in 1947 in 
Jamestown, ND, to provide speech and language screenings. A few years later, the Society opened an office in a garage 
in Jamestown, and staff began raising funds to construct a dormitory. This building is now part of the Anne Carlsen 
Center for Children. In the 1950s the Society’s name was changed to the Easter Seal Society for Crippled Children 
and Adults, or just North Dakota Easter Seals. In the 1960s, North Dakota Easter Seals and the Elks Club established 
Camp Grassick on Lake Isabel south of Dawson, N.D. Together, the two organizations administered a summer 
camping program for children and adults with disabilities. 

In 1996, North Dakota Easter Seals sought a merger with Goodwill Industries to broaden its consumer focus and 
mission to include people who are socially and economically disadvantaged, those with cultural differences, and 
those with disabilities. Goodwill supports people with a range of barriers to employment such as a lack of education, 
welfare dependency, a criminal record and advanced age. In joining the ranks of Goodwill Industries, Easter Seals was 
able to expand its funding sources and include occupational opportunities such as career development, training, and 
life skills development within its Goodwill retails stores. 

Upon the merger, the organization became known as the current Easter Seals Goodwill ND, Inc.

Present

In North Dakota, ESGWND holds an affiliation with two national organizations: Easterseals and Goodwill Industries.
ESGWND’s programs provide direct care to individuals and families supported. This might include giving a ride 
to an appointment, assisting with personal cares, making meals, managing money … the duties are as unique as the 
individuals supported. Caregivers also integrate individuals into the community and help them be a part of their 
local communities. ESGWND’s ultimate goal is to help individuals with barriers live as independently as possible and 
enjoy quality of life. ESGWND has regional offices located in Minot, Mandan, Dickinson, Grand Forks, Fargo, and 
Jamestown.

ESGWND’s retail services assist with funding. As a nonprofit organization, ESGWND’s mission is fulfilled through 
the collection and sale of donated goods. The revenue generated from North Dakota’s Goodwill stores is used to help 
fund programs that support people with unique needs; provide job training; and provide employment placement 
services for people who have barriers, lack education or job experience, or face employment challenges. ESGWND’s 
Goodwill stores are located in Minot, Grand Forks, Fargo (2), Jamestown, and Bismarck.

Goodwill employees carefully process donations to make sure they have life left before offering them to the public for 
purchase. When items received are dated, stained or otherwise compromised, those items get recycled. During the 
2020-2021 fiscal year, ESGWND kept nearly 2 million pounds of recycled goods out of the landfill!

ESGWND also has an online auction site www.shopgoodwill.com. The statewide ShopGoodwill store is stationed in 
Bismarck, where ESGWND markets and ships products. On a national level, ShopGoodwill features more than 120 
Goodwill agencies that post unique items for sale. The money from these online purchases in North Dakota helps 
fund ESGWND’s programs and services that support individuals and families with barriers.
                    continued on page 21
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continued from page 20

Future

Like countless businesses and nonprofits across the state, ESGWND is challenged in finding employees to work as 
caregivers known as Direct Support Professionals. The market is competitive and the unemployment rate is low. 
ESGWND continues to look for unique ways to attract job seekers who are looking for flexible shifts, competitive 
wages, and a meaningful job where their work makes a difference. Experience and education are not required for 
most caregiver positions; ESGWND provides paid training and a hiring incentive to candidates who meet certain 
requirements. To learn about job availability, visit www.esgwndcareers.org.

Several of the state’s six Goodwill retail stores are hiring, too. ESGWND has found that people who like to donate 
and shop at Goodwill make some of the best workers because they appreciate repurposing items, reducing waste, 
and saving money. To apply for a job, go to www.esgwndcareers.org or stop by any Goodwill store and fill out a paper 
application.

As the challenge to hire additional employees subsides, ESGWND’s Mandan region plans to expand and offer 
Day Habilitation/Vocational services like those already in place in Fargo, Minot and Jamestown. Individuals with 
barriers are brought to the office to eat, connect with others and socialize, before a caregiver takes them back into the 
community to complete their individualized plan for the day. 

If you’ve never heard of Easter Seals Goodwill ND, Inc., before, you may hear the words “barriers” and “programs and 
services,” and think, “I’ll never need them.” But it’s possible that as life evolves and situations change, you or someone 
you know may benefit from receiving custom care. If you are a parent or sibling, you have been a caregiver and know 
the importance of teaching life skills that can be especially challenging to learn for those who have a disability. If you 
have aging parents who require some in-home assistance, your goal is to help them remain in the comfort of their 
home for as long as possible. Easter Seals Goodwill ND, Inc. is working in communities across North Dakota to make 
personal goals possible.

Did you know?
Easter Seals Goodwill ND, Inc. impacted 426,069 children, adults and families through its programs and services in 
the 2020-2021 fiscal year.

With your support in 2022, Goodwill gave your donations new life,  
recycled damaged or dated items, and reduced waste at the landfill. 

Store sales helped fund services that support local individuals with barriers.

     With your support in 2022, YOU made a difference.

Goodwill thanks YOU for donating and shopping. 

1405 S. Broadway, Minot
www.esgwnd.org & www.esgwndcareers.org

Quarter-page Minot Chamber ad size 7.5” x 3”

701-852-1201
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Coffee with a Cop 
And 

 Stuff a Squad – Toy Drive 

 

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  DDeecceemmbbeerr  1100tthh    

1122::0000  NNoooonn  --  22::0000ppmm  

  
SSttaarrbbuucckkss  CCooffffeeee  CCoommppaannyy                                                                                              

11334400  SSoouutthh  BBrrooaaddwwaayy,,  MMiinnoott  NNDD  5588770011    
- Come have a cup of coffee and conversation with local  

Law Enforcement Officers! 
- Also, bring a new unwrapped toy for area families in need this 

holiday season! 



24

MEMBER NEWS

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  DECEMBER 2022

MSU STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS RETURN WITH 2023 
CENTRAL EUROPEAN TOUR
The COVID-19 pandemic 
disrupted most aspects of our 
lives — travel included. After over 
a two-year hiatus, the Minot State 
Office of International Programs 
is excited to welcome back study 
abroad programs, including a 
central European tour open for 
anyone to attend in May 2023.
 
Travel ventures have already 
taken place within the year with 
several students completing terms 
abroad this past summer. One of 
these students was individualized 
studies major Alayzia McLeod 
who attended Veritas University in San Jose, Costa Rica. Focusing in Spanish and premedical sciences at Minot 
State, she took Holistic Health Approaches, Beginner Spanish for Healthcare Professions which aligned with her 
degree interests perfectly. She also went rafting, went ziplining, tried lots of local eats, visited Arenal Volcano and 
La Fortuna Waterfall, and practiced her Spanish with local San Jose residents.

“It was a wonderful experience,” McLeod said. “I loved both classes, I had great instructors, and I learned a lot.”

The University has many opportunities available for future travel plans. The MSU Alumni Association will host 
an eight-day “Castles and Cathedrals” Rhine River cruise in October 2023 featuring six guided tours across four 
countries. Read this article for more information.

In addition to all of the regular study abroad options students have the option to pursue, the Honors Program 
and the Division of Performing Arts have teamed up with the Office of International Programs to offer a central 
European tour. The tour will visit sites such as Mozart’s home in Salzburg, Austria, the State Opera House and 
Czech Museum of Music in Prague, Czech Republic, and even an overnight near Neuschwanstein Castle in Bavaria, 
Germany. Participants will also have several free days and evenings to explore on their own. All students, faculty, 
alumni, and community members are welcome to attend the tour which will take place May 16-27, 2023. The final 
application deadline is January 20, 2023.

“Prague, Vienna, and Salzburg are tied to so many traditions in Western Art music, not to mention the architecture, 
art, beautiful landscapes, food, and culture,” said Erik Anderson, Division of Performing Arts chair. “There is value 
for music students specifically, but really for any student of history and culture. Prague to Vienna is right on the line 
between traditions of East and West.”

“One of the goals of the Honors Program is to engage with diverse perspectives in order to cultivate cultural 
competence and an appreciation of differences,” added Honors Program Director Jessica Smestad. “Music is an 
important part of any culture, often reflecting its values, traditions, and history. Therefore, it seemed a natural fit to 
partner with our Music department for this trip.”

Each of the participating programs will provide learning experiences catered towards two classes:  Music 496 
— Music History Study Tour and Honors 499 — Honors Special Topics. Coursework will focus on intercultural 
communication between the European countries and the United States and will feature several music lectures and 
performances. Current students who attend have the opportunity to earn college credit, participants who hold a 
bachelor’s degree can earn professional development graduate credit, or participants can audit these courses.

“This study tour will be rich in renaissance history, music and culture and will allow participants to explore some of 
Europe's most beautiful cities and breathtaking natural scenery,” said Claerbout.

Visit the Minot State Office of International Programs website to learn more, and submit applications to by January 
20, 2023.

https://www.minotstateu.edu/pio/news/2022/07/Ahoy-Set-sail-with-the-Alumni-Associations-European-cruise.shtml
https://www.minotstateu.edu/international/pages/study_abroad/index.shtml
https://www.minotstateu.edu/international/pages/faculty_led/2023-czech-austria.shtml
https://www.minotstateu.edu/international/pages/faculty_led/2023-czech-austria.shtml
https://www.minotstateu.edu/international/pages/faculty_led/files/2023/Music_fillable_application.pdf
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‘TIS THE SEASON FOR THE TAUBE MUSEUM OF ART’S HOLIDAY 
TWILIGHT TOUR OF HOMES FUNDRAISER!
The Taube Museum of Art is happy to present, the Holiday “Twilight” Tour of Homes for 2022 after a two-year 
hiatus.  It will be held December 3 from 3 to 7 p.m., with six tastefully decorated homes and cultural destinations 
to enjoy and delight in every detail.  Enjoy a day of dazzling fun with a $16 ticket, including a cookie walk and 
letterpress card making demonstration by Artist-in-Residence Ryan Stander. 

Tickets are available at all Marketplace Foods.  Day of the tour tickets are $20 and will be available at the Taube 
Museum of Art, as well as at each home.  By purchasing a ticket, attendees will support the Taube Museum of Art 
and have a delightful time viewing beautiful holiday decorations and local art, shopping homemade goods and 
participating in letterpress card making.

This fundraiser will support the Taube Museum of Arts' efforts to make their building accessible, as their current 
wheelchair lift is out of service and requires a full replacement.  

Meet the Homeowners

 Gillian Lavik and Tore Knudsen 
 Eclectic Splendor - 1224 Robert St 
 Gillian and Tore have a stunning A Frame house with an eclectic style. They always put together a stylish   
 array of decorations.

 Leslie and Kevin Regala 
 Antique Wonderland - 604 17th St NW 
 The Regala's home has hundreds of incredible antiques on display, as well as an eclectic collection of   
 Christmas decorations. There is ALWAYS a unique find to look at when in their gorgeous home.

 Gol Stave Church 
 Traditional Beauty - 1020 S Broadway 
 Back by popular demand, we have the Gol Stav Church! Check out beautiful traditions Scandinavian   
 decorations in this beautiful building.

 Marilyn Weiser 
 German and Scottish Traditional - 1820 104th St SE
 Marilyn's home is something you do NOT want to miss. 
 "Decorating for the Christmas season is a multi-generational effort in our family. Creative ideas for every   
 vignette comes to life, some following tradition, others highlight art, collectibles, and heirlooms. We take   
 extra care to include small details and treasures when creating wreaths and garlands."

 Northwest Arts Center 
 Get Artsy with relief printing! - 500 University Ave W - South side of MSU Library 
 Taube Museum of Art - Festival of the Arts Sale - local artists works! 34 artists and hundreds of gift options  
 to choose from including jewelry, fine art, paintings, wood cutting boards, and much much more.
 
 Live Music, Letterpress Cardmaking, cookie walk, Coffee, Hot Cider!

This event is brought to you by the Taube Museum of Art. Please call Rachel Alfaro, Executive Director at 838-4445 
for further information.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR NORTHWEST ARTS CENTER’S ART 
AUCTION
The Northwest Arts Center, located on Minot 
State University’s campus, will be holding their 
second annual art auction, ‘Oh, It’s a Holiday 
Thing,’ this December.

Put on your finest holiday attire and enjoy 
an exciting celebration, commemorating 
the year with great food, excellent company, 
delightful music, and a chance to bid on some 
magnificent art on Saturday, Dec. 17 with a 
social beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Stroll through the gallery to take in a final view 
of “A Creative Life” by Minot State alumna 
Rosanne Olson, partake in delicious food and 
drinks, and place bids on silent auction artwork 
before the live auction kicks off at 8 p.m. The 
live auction includes artists from across the 
region and nation, and features artwork by 
Walter Piehl, Susana Amundaraín, and more.

Silent bidding will open in person and online 
at MinotStateU.edu/nac on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 
10 a.m. and ends on auction night at 9 p.m. The 
silent auction features pieces from local artists 
and Minot State faculty and students. With 
a variety of medium and styles, that elusive 
perfect gift is just waiting to be found. Take a 
work of original art home and be enriched by 
creativity while supporting artists and local art 
institutions.

An exhibition of the auction artwork will be on 
display at the Northwest Arts Center from Dec. 
3-17. The gallery is located on the lower level 
of the Gordon B. Olson Library, with its own 
entrance on the south side of the library. It is 
open Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 1-5 p.m., and by special arrangement. The Center is 
closed on holidays.

All proceeds from the silent and live auctions benefit the Northwest Arts Center and participating artists. Admission 
is free and open to the public. While masks are not required, individuals not fully vaccinated or deemed vulnerable 
are encouraged to wear masks.
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK AND TRUST
DONATES $20,000 TO SOURIS VALLEY UNITED WAY
First International Bank & Trust (FIB&T) is pleased 
to announce a $20,000 donation was recently 
awarded to Souris Valley United Way from the Minot 
Employee Fund.

First International Bank & Trust is a Premier 
Sponsor for Souris Valley United Way (SVUW). 
“We believe that our partnership with Souris Valley 
United Way not only helps many local programs, 
but also has a lasting impact on many people in 
our community”, said Brock DesLauriers, Minot 
President for FIB&T. The money that is raised 
during the annual campaign, allows SVUW to help 
meet the needs in our community, such as providing 
food, shelter, health and wellness, dignity, self-worth, 
independence, and companionship.

First International Bank & Trust, is proud of our 
past, and the future we’re helping shape, one 
customer, one family, one investment at a time. First 
International Bank & Trust has been banking for over 
111 years, 33 locations, four generations, one family. 
Live First!

First International Bank & Trust employees gathered with SVUW 
representatives to present a check towards their Capital Campaign.  
Front row l to r: Christy Miller, SVUW; Tonya Harden, Rondi Deaver, 
Karleen Houle and Jenny Bogden, First International Bank & Trust. 
Back row l to r: Denise Larson, John Drady, First International Bank 
& Trust; Rich Berg, SVUW; Brock DesLauriers and Perry Olson, First 
International Bank & Trust.

MAGIC CITY DISCOVERY CENTER LAUNCHES MEMBERSHIPS
Give the gift of play, exploration, and discovery this holiday season with an annual membership to North Dakota’s 
world-class Magic City Discovery Center. Gifting STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) 
education provides hands-on learning experiences for the entire year.

The Magic City Discovery Center is excited to announce the release of their annual memberships to go on sale 
Monday, December 5, 2022. Annual memberships will be available for purchase at MagicCityDiscoveryCenter.com/
membershipbenefits. There are four membership options available including Family, Family Plus, Grandparent, 
and Military. By purchasing your membership prior to opening you will always be regarded as a Magic City 
Discovery Center Charter Member. Your charter membership will be valid from the opening date in early 2023 for 
one full year.

“What an amazing value for less than 15 dollars a month to provide fun and learning for the entire family,” said 
Wendy Keller, executive director for the Magic City Discovery Center.
Gift cards will also go on sale and may be used for purchases of daily admission, memberships, birthday parties, 
educational programming, and merchandise.

For more information call Maren at the discovery center at 701-858-7529.

ABOUT MAGIC CITY DISCOVERY CENTER
 
The Magic City Discovery Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit, incorporated as the Children’s Museum of Minot, Inc. 
The Magic City Discovery Center’s mission is to engage children and families in the magic of lifelong learning 
through discovery, creativity, and play.



28

MEMBER NEWS

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  DECEMBER 2022

‘ESSENTIALS FOR LEARNING’ UNDERWAY FOR SECOND 
STRAIGHT YEAR
Last school year, First Western Bank & Trust (FWBT) supported local schools 
by reviving the Essentials For Learning (EFL) program. Now EFL returns, 
meeting the needs of area schools and helping students succeed for the second 
year in a row.

In November of 2021, Essentials For Learning was revitalized. For the first 
time since 2018, this program that was founded to supply local schools with 
much needed items like snacks, extra clothing, head phones, hygiene products, 
and other necessities, made deliveries to two elementary schools in Minot: 
Washington Elementary and Sunnyside Elementary. Counselors at each 
school communicated with their teachers and identified high-need items that were in short supply. Those lists were 
delivered to FWBT, where staff members organized the purchase of as many items as possible and delivered them to 
both schools on Monday, November 29th, 2021. 

The response was overwhelmingly positive. Students and teachers alike were extremely grateful, knowing that 
without the Essentials For Learning initiative some of the high-need items and materials would not have been 
available to them. Due to the positive feedback, FWBT reached out to more schools in an attempt to expand the 
project. During the spring of 2022, Essentials For Learning partnered with 6 schools to help fulfill their needs. 
Schools added in Minot include Longfellow Elementary and Jim Hill Middle School, while Glenburn Public School 
and Sawyer Public School were also added. 

Over the course of last school year, FWBT made 17 deliveries to 6 different schools, donating over $19,000 worth 
of snacks, notebooks, headphones, clothing, and other school supplies to EFL partner schools. For the 2022-2023 
school year, FWBT plans to expand the number of schools yet again. The first deliveries were made during the last 
week of October to Jim Hill, Longfellow, Sunnyside, Washington, and Sawyer, with support being organized for 
several other new partner schools.

First Western Bank & Trust employs over 330 people across 17 locations in North Dakota, Minnesota, and South 
Dakota. 

ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD WELCOMES TRAVIS BEAN AS A 
PROJECT DESIGNER 
Travis Bean has joined the Ackerman-Estvold Fargo office as a Project Designer. Bean 
earned Bachelor of Science-Environmental Design and Bachelor of Architecture degrees 
from North Dakota State University, Fargo, North Dakota. Travis has extensive experience 
in commercial building design, space planning and large-scale additions. His responsibilities 
will include conceptual design, design development, and construction management on 
architectural projects throughout the region.

Ackerman-Estvold is a professional engineering and architectural firm headquartered in 
Minot, ND, with an additional office location in Fargo, ND, Williston, ND and Boise, ID. 
The firm provides planning, design, and construction services for public and private clients 
throughout North Dakota and surrounding states. For more information about Ackerman-
Estvold, and services they provide visit www.ackermanestvold.com. Travis Bean
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TOWN & COUNTRY CREDIT UNION SELECTS BRAD HOULE AS 
PRESIDENT/CEO
The Board of Directors of Town & Country Credit Union is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Brad Houle as the credit union’s new President/Chief Executive Officer.
 
“Brad is the definition of a servant leader,” said DelRae Geinert, Town & Country Credit 
Union’s Board Chairperson. “He’s the type of person who won’t just tell you to do something, 
he’ll roll up his sleeves and do it right along with you. I couldn’t be more excited about the 
future of our credit union with Brad as our next President/CEO.”
 
Houle is a seasoned executive with nearly 25 years of experience in the credit union industry, 
including extensive experience in staff and resource management. He previously served as 
the President & CEO at CAHP Credit Union in Sacramento, CA, where he elevated sales and 
service, developed his team, built community relationships, improved financial performance 
and loan growth, and discovered new revenue streams. Under his leadership, CAHP developed 
a highly effective commercial real estate lending program and in-house wealth management services. He also 
developed a state-certified financial education program. Prior to that, Houle served as the President & CEO at 
Forward Financial Credit Union in Niagara, WI and Munising Community Credit Union in Munising, MI.
 
“It is my absolute honor to become the next President/CEO of Town & Country Credit Union and join in their long 
tradition of serving North Dakota for the last 83 years,” said Houle. “I look forward to continuing to improve upon 
their exceptional member service and reinforce  the vital role Town & Country plays in the communities they serve 
for years to come I also want to thank the Board of Directors for their faith in my leadership and their commitment 
to the credit union.”
 
Houle holds a Bachelor’s in International Studies from St. Norbert College, Green Bay, WI. He also earned his 
Certified Chief Executive designation from the CUES CEO Institute. Houle currently serves on the board of 
Corporate America Credit Union and serves as Board Treasurer of BALANCE, Consumer Credit Counseling 
Services of San Francisco (CCCSSF).   
 
Houle officially joined the Town & Country Credit Union team this month. He is based in their Minot Main office. 

About Town & Country Credit Union 
Town & Country Credit Union has been positively impacting the communities they serve for over 80 years. With 
11 convenient locations in North Dakota, over 150 employees and a focus on continual growth, they provide 
meaningful value to their more than 25,000 members every day. As a credit union, they are governed by a volunteer 
Board of Directors made up of members. Membership in the credit union is open to anyone living within 75 miles of 
Minot and 50 miles of Fargo or Kenmare. More information can be found at www.townandcountry.org.

Brad Houle

SATHER PRESENTS AT HEART CONFERENCE
Jeffrey Sather, MD, MBA, FACEP, physician director of the Trinity Health Emergency/Trauma 
Center, was among the presenters at the American Heart Association’s (AHA) Scientific 
Sessions held November 4-6 in Chicago. 

The board-certified emergency physician who also serves as an AHA Midwest Region board 
member led a session on the challenges rural communities and health systems face as they try 
to improve outcomes for patients with coronary artery disease, heart failure, and stroke.

Dr. Sather introduced AHA’s Rural Health Care Outcomes Accelerator, which is a three-year 
initiative aimed at eliminating rural health disparities by helping hospitals and clinicians 
overcome barriers to providing high-quality evidence-based care. 

Scientific Sessions is an annual event and one of the country’s premier scientific meetings, with 
over 10,000 clinicians and researchers in attendance. Sessions at this year’s conference focused 
on the latest research and insights to improve cardiovascular health.

Dr. Jeffrey Sather
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TRINITY HEALTH RECOGNIZED FOR MATERNITY CARE
Money Magazine, in partnership with the Leapfrog Group, has listed Trinity Health among the nation’s Best Hospitals 
for Maternity Care. The list is designed to help expecting parents make educated choices when it comes to selecting a 
hospital that delivers safe, high-value maternity care. 

To develop its first-ever Best Hospitals for Maternity Care list, Money teamed up with Leapfrog, a healthcare 
watchdog group that advocates for informed healthcare decision-making. Kathy Schaefer, director of Trinity’s 
Women’s and Children’s Services, says the citation by Money and Leapfrog is a well-earned recognition for the 
exceptional care that Trinity Health physicians, nurses and staff provide every day to women and infants. 

“I’m extremely proud of our care teams,” Schaefer said. “They are strong patient care advocates who consistently go 
above and beyond to provide the latest evidence-based care that meets the highest quality standards before, during 
and after the birthing experience.” 

To be listed among the Best Hospitals for Maternity Care, facilities must meet the Leapfrog Group’s evidence-based, 
nationally standardized metrics. They include:

 • Lower rates of early elective delivery
 • Lower rates of Cesarean birth 
 • Compliance with process measures including newborn bilirubin screening
 • DPT or blood clot prevention techniques
 • Higher performance in managing high-risk deliveries

The Best Hospitals for Maternity Care honor is the most recent recognition accorded Trinity’s women’s and children’s 
services. In 2021, the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association of North Dakota designated the Trinity Health Family Birth 
Center a Blue Distinction Center for Maternity Care for the second consecutive period.

MINOT AIRPORT DIRECTOR SHARES TIPS FOR 
HOLIDAY TRAVELING
The week of Thanksgiving is the busiest airline travel time of the year, but there are ways to make your trip less 
stressful.

“During the holidays, we tend to have a lot of passengers who don’t travel on a regular basis,” Minot International 
Airport Director Jennifer Eckman said. “We want everyone to have a safe, enjoyable travel experience, and there are 
things they can do to help make that happen.”

Eckman said if you’re traveling domestically, you should arrive at the airport a minimum of one hour before your 
flight is scheduled to leave. If you’re traveling internationally, she recommends you arrive at least two hours before 
your flight is scheduled to leave.

Other tips include:
• Does your destination have any COVID-19 restrictions in place? The Minot International Air-port’s website 

at www.motairport.com includes a link at the top of the page to check COVID-19 information at destinations 
around the world.

• Use gift bags instead of wrapping gifts. If wrapped items set off security screening alarms, they may have to be 
unwrapped to be inspected.

• If you’re traveling with firearms, there are multiple regulations to follow, including having the firearm properly 
declared, checked, locked, and stored. Find more information about transporting weapons at https://www.tsa.gov/
travel/transporting-firearms-and-ammunition.

• It’s a good idea to put an identification card inside your luggage, in case the ID tag on the outside of your luggage 
falls off.

• Many passengers travel with special foods and drinks to share during the holidays. Not all foods can be 
transported in carry-on luggage. If you can spill it, spread it, spray it, pump it, or pour it and the quantity exceeds 
3.4 ounces (100 ml), pack it in a checked bag. Cakes, pies, and casse-roles can travel in carry-on luggage, but may 
require some additional screening.

For additional information contact the Public Information Office at 701-857-4727 or by email at pio@minotnd.org.
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MINOT AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS FUNDS 
TO MINOT PUBLIC LIBRARY
The Minot Area Community Foundation (MACF) has granted $50,000 to the Minot Public Library for the remodel 
of their Children’s Library.

On November 1st, MACF representatives presented a ceremonial check to the Minot Public Library for the remodel 
of their Children’s Library. The $50,000 grant was made possible through the generosity of The Williamson Fund and 
a Private Donor.

“This project will benefit the children and families that access the library by providing a space that incorporates 
the elements of play and literacy which is the foundation for early literacy development,” commented Jason 
Zimmerman, President of the Minot Area Community Foundation.

The Children’s Library remodel project will include the creation of an enclosed glass play area that will provide 
children with an area to play freely without disturbing other patrons of the library. This area will overlook the train 
tracks and include ample seating, climbing equipment, cushioned flooring, and a life-size tree!

“We are extremely grateful for this funding which will help the Library continue to equitably serve all families. This 
project will allow families to come to the Library to play in our new play area and engage with all services MPL has 
to offer,” states Janet Anderson, Library Director. “Additionally, while there are many great resources for children in 
Minot, libraries are a great equalizer where anyone can stay for hours at a time regardless of financial status. We want 
children and families to see that the Minot Public Library is here for them year-round.”

According to the National Literacy Trust, play lays the foundation for literacy. Through play, children try out new 
vocabulary on their own or with friends and exercise their imagination through storytelling. This project will truly 
benefit the children and families that access the library by providing a space that combines all the elements of play 
and provides a strong foundation for early literacy development.

Through informed leadership and proactive community investments, the Minot Area Community Foundation 
strives to enhance the quality of life in our community of communities – inspiring those who live here to give here.
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MINOT AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS FUNDS TO 
NORTHERN PLAINS CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER
The Minot Area Community Foundation (MACF) has granted $4,000 to the Northern Plains Children’s Advocacy 
Center (NPCAC) for their Group Therapy program.

On November 10th, MACF representatives presented a ceremonial check to NPCAC for their Group Therapy 
program. The $4,000 grant was made possible through the Orlan & Rosella Tollefson Fund.

“NPCAC provides a compassionate and effective way to enrich the quality of people’s lives by supporting the health, 
well-being and vitality of the children and families in our community. This Group Therapy program, targeted 
to specific age categories, will help in the response to the rising need for mental health services and is critical to 
the ongoing development of those children,” said Jason Zimmerman, President of the Minot Area Community 
Foundation.

NPCAC provides an effective way to bring services to children who are victimized by abuse which significantly 
reduces the trauma associated with reporting child abuse and holds offenders accountable. NPCAC provides several 
services including Forensic Interviews, Victim/Family Advocacy, Crisis Intervention, and Specialized Trauma 
Therapy just to name a few.

The demand in our community for services has risen exponentially over the past few years. The waiting list for 
services grew with children having to wait up to 3 months to begin treatment. NPCAC clinicians worked to identify 
the common problems children of various age groups sought treatment for and began to develop specific group 
therapies to address these needs. By providing group therapy in addition to individual therapy, they can serve more 
children, shorten waitlists, and reduce the length of time in treatment.

“There is no greater issue than the abuse of our children. It takes an entire community to protect our children 
and serve those who have been victimized by crime,” says Christal Halseth, Executive Director of Northern Plains 
Children’s Advocacy Center. “Thanks to contributors such as the Minot Area Community Foundation, we can 
continue our work in responding to crimes against children and restoring childhood, so children can focus on being 
children, and grow into healthy adults.”
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ENBRIDGE DONATES $20,000 TO TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Trinity Health Foundation is excited to announce a $20,000 donation for the new Trinity Health healthcare campus 
and medical district Capital Campaign from Enbridge.

“We are so appreciative of Enbridge in their support of our new state-of-the-art healthcare facility which will care 
for patients in our 20-county region. Generous support from our regional oil industry partners like Enbridge helps 
create a healthy region and economy. We appreciate Enbridge representing the industry with support of regional 
healthcare for the next 100 years,” says Dusty Zimmerman, Director of Trinity Health Foundation.

Trinity Health Foundation is in the midst of the Trinity Health Healthcare Campus and Medical District Capital 
Campaign to raise $15,000,000 to support the $520,500,000 project. To date, Trinity Health Foundation has raised 
$5,100,000. Donations are being sought from regional and national foundations, corporate donors, private donors, 
and Trinity Health staff through fundraisers.

Construction on Trinity Health’s new healthcare campus and medical district is expected to be completed in January 
2023. Following that, a number of activities are required to be completed before move-in including equipment 
installation that is required to acclimate for several months in the new environment prior to patient use creating an 
anticipated opening in April 2023.

Trinity Health Foundation was established in 1922 to assist in the establishment of the Trinity Hospital. Over the last 
100 years, the foundation has been supported through the financial stewardship of individuals, families, foundations, 
corporations, civic clubs, and other organizations, with the purpose of significantly impacting healthcare and the 
quality of life in the region. Through generous donations, we are able to fulfill our mission of creating a system of 
care that provides the most significant impact on health and wellness throughout northwest North Dakota.

ST. JOSEPH’S COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION GRANTS 
REACH $11.4 MILLION IN GIFTS TO COMMUNITIES
Grants totaling $93,600.00 will be given to support a wide variety of area projects at the 
Grant Luncheon and $331,000.00 in Twice Blessed Grants will be announced. 

Grants provided to organizations are for projects that impact the mental, physical, spiritual 
and/or emotional well-being of people in the counties of Bottineau, Burke, McHenry, 
McLean, Mountrail, Pierce, Renville, Rolette, Sheridan, Ward and Wells.  Blanket warmers, 
community resource centers and food pantries, handicap accessibility projects, pregnancy 
and parenting support, meals and transportation for seniors, juvenile drug court incentive 
program, holistic program awareness, nutrition services for seniors, automatic external 
defibrillators, dental care for children, low income housing, swimming pool maintenance, 
hospital chapel, and much more will be impacted by the grants.    

“We are especially thankful and grateful to the many organizations, board members, staff and 
volunteers who work tirelessly in our region to secure a better quality of life by identifying and serving the needs in 
their communities.”  Shelly Weppler, President, SJCHF.  

“Beginning November 15, St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation will match eligible contributions up to a 
total amount of $331,000 to 83 agencies and food pantries through the SJCHF Twice Blessed Program.  Agencies 
applied last summer and were approved to be a part of the program.  You can contribute to the agency of your choice 
at twiceblessednd.com through December 31. Last year 1.2 million dollars in donations were received through the 
Twice Blessed program.”  

St. Joseph's Community Health Foundation is an independent 501(c)(3) public charity community foundation 
formed in June of 1998.  The Foundation has awarded over $11.4 million in grants to organizations for many 
worthwhile projects to assist with programs that address quality of life issues in their communities. 

Shelly Weppler
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CHRISTMAS IN THE PARK LIGHTS UP MINOT UNDERWAY
The Minot Sertoma Club will bring light once again to Oak Park in Minot through its display of Christmas-themed 
lights for the community to enjoy—this year with extended hours! The Christmas lights are displayed beginning Nov. 
25, and lasting through Dec. 31; hours are 5:30-10 pm Monday through Thursday and 5:30-10:30 pm Friday and 
Saturday. Christmas in the Park is a way for Sertoma to earn money and give back to the community by supporting 
local businesses with beautifully lighted Christmas displays.

“A drive through Christmas in the Park is sure to brighten your holidays,” said Rich Berg, Sertoma President. “We 
have several new bright and beautiful displays this year that are sure to put a smile on everyone’s face whether you’re 
5 or 105.”

The cost for viewing Christmas in the Park is $5 per car with a special rate for limos and buses. If you pre-purchase 
tickets from any Minot Enerbase/Cenex or MarketPlace Foods, you can get 5 tickets for $20. Tickets also are 
available at the gate.

Money to support Sertoma activities is raised through a variety of activities such as Christmas in the Park. Money 
earned goes back into the community through the different activities sponsored by Sertoma. 

Sertoma is a community service group with the ultimate purpose of meeting the needs of communities through 
service. Minot Sertoma, which is short for "SERvice TO MAnkind," has served the Minot community since 1959. 
Since then, Sertoma has donated more than $1 million to the Minot community and surrounding area. Membership 
consists of more than 60 area businessmen and women who are committed to giving back to their community.

Minot Sertoma serves the Minot community in a variety of ways; areas of interest and service include speech and 
hearing disorders and youth-related activities. Sertoma supports local education through scholarships and supports 
organized activities such as STEAM T-ball league, Minot Family YMCA and MAYSA Arena; financially supports the 
ND Center for Persons with Disabilities, North Dakota Hands & Voices, and the Induction Looping at Ann Nicole 
Nelson Hall and Amphitheater at Minot State University; and provides assistance to those with very specific needs.

SRT CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER JOHN REISER 
RETIRING
John Reiser, SRT Chief Operating Officer and Assistant General Manager, will retire 
November 30 after 26 years with the organization.

Reiser joined SRT as Controller in 1996, then progressed to Director of Accounting before 
becoming COO/Assistant General Manager in 2003. As COO he led SRT through several 
pivotal milestones for the cooperative. While SRT was transitioning from a landline phone 
company to a broadband company, Reiser oversaw day-to-day operations while managing 
key projects that helped SRT build its state-of-the-art fiber optic network. He also negotiated 
with national wireless carriers when SRT exited retail wireless business in 2017, as well as 
ongoing tower
lease agreements.

“We all hold John in high regard for his impressive knowledge of telecommunications, from policy and insurance to 
contracts and many other aspects of the industry,” said Cassidy Hjelmstad, SRT Chief Executive Officer and General 
Manager. “His ability to view situations with the big picture in mind will be greatly missed.”

A respected voice in the industry, Reiser served nationally on NTCA-The Rural Broadband Association's Retirement 
& Security Program and Savings Plan Trust Committee. His legal background and human resources expertise were 
assets to the national committee and an invaluable resource for SRT employees.

SRT Communications, headquartered in Minot, North Dakota, is the state's largest telecommunications cooperative. 
Established in 1951, SRT employs nearly 190 people and serves more than 48,000 customers across north central North 
Dakota. SRT earned the distinction as a Certified Gig-Capable Provider in 2017. Services include internet, phone, and 
security/surveillance systems for home and business.

John Reiser
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PROMOTIONS AT FIRST WESTERN BANK & TRUST 

First Western Bank & Trust would like to announce these recent promotions:

Chad Schmidt has recently been promoted to AVP Trust Officer. Chad joined the First Western team 5 years ago as a 
Trust Administrative Assistant. Since then, Chad has made himself an invaluable member of the First Western team 
at our Dakota Square branch in Minot. Congratulations Chad!

Karlee Andrist was recently promoted to Loan Operations Processor III in our Minot region. Karlee started at First 
Western as a part-time teller in 2014 at our Main Bank in Minot. Karlee joined the Loan Operations department in 
2018 and has continued to excel at each position she has held. Congrats on your well-deserved promotion Karlee!

Congratulations to Kris Wick, who was recently promoted to Loan Operations Processor II in our Minot region. 
Kris joined the First Western team in 2016 as a member of our Customer Service department. She transitioned over 
to our Loan Operations department in 2021 and continues to be an essential part of our staff. Way to go, Kris!

Kalyn Jemtrud has been promoted to Loan Operations Processor II. Kalyn started at First Western as a Teller at the 
Main Bank in Minot in January 2021. She accepted the position of Loan Operations Processor in November 2021. 
Kalyn is a Velva native who graduated from Velva High School and earned her degree from Bismarck State College. 
Congratulations Kalyn!

Olivia Clinton has been promoted to Loan Operations Specialist in Minot. Olivia has been with First Western 
for over 9 years, starting as a Teller at the Main Bank in October 2013. She graduated from Minot State University 
in 2015, earning her degrees in Business Management and Marketing. That same year she joined our Loan 
Department. Congratulations Olivia!

Chad Schmidt Kris Wick

Kalyn Jemtrud Olivia Clinton

Karlee Andrist
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MINOT ALLIANCE OF NONPROFITS ANNUAL AWARD 
LUNCHEON 

The Alliance of Nonprofits hosted the fourth annual Alliance of Nonprofits Community Recognition Luncheon on 
Thursday Nov. 10th at the Grand Hotel. The luncheon recognized area nonprofit organizations, board members and 
leaders.

Nominations were made by the public, finalists were chosen by a committee of community volunteers, and voted on 
by members of the Alliance of Nonprofits. Awards were presented in six categories: Emerging Leader, Outstanding 
Board Member of the Year, Most Impactful Business of the Year, Dr. Lowell Latimer Nonprofit Lifetime Achievement 
Award, Nonprofit Leader of the Year and Alliance of Nonprofits Organization of the Year.

The Emerging Leader Award honors newer nonprofit leaders who have already made a significant contribution to 
the sector and have demonstrated the potential for leadership and continuing service. Emerging Nonprofit Leader of 
the Year 2022 was awarded to Justin Anderson, Executive Director of the Minot Area Council of the Arts.

The Nonprofit Leader of the Year honors a nonprofit leader who effectively demonstrates commitment to the 
nonprofit sector and who enhances the success and knowledge of others. The nonprofit leader will have ensured the 
mission of the organization created maximum community impact. This must be a nonprofit employee who has led 
their organization for more than five (5) years. The 2022 Nonprofit Leader of the Year award winner was awarded to 
Heather Cymbaluk, Executive Director of Companions for Children.

The Nonprofit Board Member of the Year honors an individual who effectively serves as a community ambassador of
their nonprofit, demonstrates great judgment when making decisions, assists in fundraising and fund development,
provides skills and knowledge to make nonprofit better, and serves as an example to other Board members. The 2022
Outstanding Board Member of the Year was awarded to Keli Rosselli-Sullivan, board member of the Souris Valley 
United Way.

The Business of the Year Award will shine a light on a for-profit business that has shown excellence in philanthropy 
and other support of the nonprofit community. The business can help one or many nonprofits, and the impact of the
business should be significant in helping nonprofits achieve their missions. The 2022 Most Impactful Business of the 
Year is Verendrye Electric Cooperative.       
                    Continued on page 35

Keli Rosselli-Sullivan, Rich Berg, Tom Rafferty, Scott Burlingame, Justin Anderson, Heather Cymbaluk
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Continued from page 34

The Alliance of Nonprofits Organization of the Year honors the member organization that is most deserving of
this award for their activities during the past 12 months. The Alliance of Nonprofits Organization of the Year 2022 is
Independence, Inc.. 

The Dr. Lowell Latimer Nonprofit Lifetime Achievement Award honors an individual who has, for at least twenty 
(20) years whose contribution has consistently resulted in a positive impact for the nonprofit sector, who goes above 
and beyond to uplift the nonprofit sector, demonstrated a willingness to work with others and assist whenever 
needed or requested, has been a positive role model for others, displayed exceptional dependability. This may be 
a nonprofit employee, board member, volunteer, or any combination. The Dr. Lowell Latimer Nonprofit Lifetime 
Achievement 2022 was awarded to Rich Berg, Executive Director of the Souris Valley United Way.

Dana Hagar, Executive Director, North Dakota Association of Nonprofit Organizations (NDANO), was the featured 
keynote speaker. Hagar grew up on a farm/ranch near Barton, ND; graduated from Minot State University; spent 
over 14 years at Minot’s Roosevelt Park Zoo where she worked as a zookeeper, education coordinator and spent six 
years as the zoo’s director. NDANO is the statewide membership association for the North Dakota nonprofit sector. 
Their members work in all mission areas, from human services and the environment to education and the arts, and 
represent all sizes, from small volunteer-run nonprofits to multi-million-dollar organizations, all across the state. 
Their mission is to Educate, advocate and connect to strengthen nonprofits.

The Alliance of Nonprofits is a group of nonprofit leaders who collaborate to strengthen the nonprofit sector and 
connect our community. Monthly meetings held on the third Wednesday of the month at the Parker Senior Center 
at 8am focus on a variety of nonprofit topics allowing members to learn from one another and enhance the work 
of their organization. Occasional “Bonus meetings” are scheduled to focus on a specific topic with area experts. 
Membership dues are $25 annually. There are currently 35 members of the Minot Alliance of Nonprofits.

STALHEIM NAMED NEW CITY ATTORNEY 

Stefanie Stalheim was appointed City Attorney for the City of Minot at the Nov. 7 City 
Council meeting.

“I’m thankful for the opportunity to serve our community as City Attorney,” Stalheim said. 
“I look forward to expanding the working relationships established since I began at the City 
seven years ago.”

Stalheim was born and raised in Mohall and graduated from Mohall High School. She 
graduated from the University of North Dakota in 2007 with degrees in communications 
and political sci-ence and from the University of North Dakota School of Law in 2010. She 
has been the City of Minot’s Assistant City Attorney since 2015.

Stalheim was one of three finalists for the position. She succeeds Kelly Hendershot, who is 
now an Assistant Professor at Minot State University.

For additional information contact the Public Information Office at 701-857-4727 or by email at pio@minotnd.org.

Stefanie Stalheim
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A NIGHT OF DUELING PIANOS TO BENEFIT THE WESTERN 
NORTH DAKOTA HONOR FLIGHT  
The Western North Dakota Honor Flight is hosting an event with all proceeds going towards the upcoming flight 
taking nearly 100 veterans from Western North Dakota to Washington D.C. to see the national memorials built in 
their honor.   
 
“This Honor Flight experience is provided at no cost to the veteran, so all the funds we raise directly benefit a 
Western North Dakota veteran of World War II, the Korean War or the Vietnam War,” said Kathleen Bien, Western 
North Dakota Honor Flight board president.  
 

Please join us for a  
Deuces Wild Dueling Pianos 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8  

at the Grand Hotel - Minot 1505 N Broadway Ave 
beginning at 7:30 pm 

 
For information on Deuces Wild, please visit their website at wildpianos.com 
 
Tickets for the event may be purchased individually for $40 or a table of 8 people with preferred seating and 8 drink 
tickets for $500. To purchase tickets for the event, please visit the event site. Additionally, the evening will feature 
an option to sponsor a veteran’s flight. Join us for this fun filled evening while benefitting veterans in your local 
community. 
 
Veterans from nearly every community in western North Dakota will be participating in this upcoming flight. Visit 
westernndhf.org for more information on the flight, the organization and upcoming fund raisers in your community.  
 
If you would like to do a story on a veteran from your area who participated in the inaugural Western North Dakota 
Honor Flight trip, or for general information about Western North Dakota Honor Flight, contact Marty Presler at 
701-527-7550. 

MINOT BUSINESSMAN TO CONTINUE TUFF TRUCKS’ LEGACY
Long-time Minot business owner, Jason Kniffen, announces the sale of Tuff Trucks to Minot business owner, Adam 
Goff, of Dynamic Auto Solutions.

“It’s an exciting time in the Tuff Trucks legacy,” said Kniffen. “I’m confident that with Adam taking over ownership at 
Tuff Trucks, he is supportive & respectful of all current and prospective customers and intends to honor them with 
hard work and professionalism of the highest possible standards. I look forward to watching the growth, potential 
and future of Tuff Trucks.”

“I’m excited for this merger of my current company, Dynamic Auto Solutions, with Tuff Trucks,” said Goff. “Jason 
has been instrumental in making the company what it is today. Tuff Trucks has a very strong foundation, and I look 
forward to building an even stronger future with our highly talented team who is deeply committed to innovation 
and exceptional customer service"

Tuff Trucks was founded in Glenburn in 1995 by the late Tony Kniffen. Tuff Trucks moved to Minot a few years later 
and has moved to different locations in town but has been a staple on 37th Ave. SW for over a decade. Jason has been 
with the company since day one and has owned Tuff Trucks since 2014.
Goff plans to move all operations from Dynamic Auto Solutions to the current Tuff Trucks location by the end of the 
year. “We will be able to offer many more services all under one roof,” said Goff. “Thank you Jason for trusting me to 
continue to grow Tuff Trucks.”

Located at 516 37th Ave. SW, Tuff Trucks is a full-service repair shop. They are your one-stop shop for truck 
accessories, lift kits, alignments, spray on bed liners, diesel performance, wheels and tires. Tuff Trucks has been 
locally owned and serving the Minot and surrounding communities for 27 years.

Dynamic Auto Solutions was founded in 2019 and specializes in vehicle maintenance and performance upgrades for 
all makes & models - gas, diesel, foreign and domestic. They also install remote car starters.
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NORTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR GENERAL MANAGER WINS 
PRESTIGIOUS IAFE HALL OF FAME AWARD
North Dakota State Fair General Manager, Renae Korslien, was inducted into the International Association of Fairs 
and Expositions (IAFE) Hall of Fame today at the IAFE Convention and Trade Show in Indianapolis, Indiana. The 
IAFE Annual Convention & Trade Show is 
taking place now through November 30, 2022, 
at the Indiana Convention Center in downtown 
Indianapolis. The Hall of Fame Award, 
given annually, is presented to individuals 
for distinguished achievement in exposition 
management.
 
Korslien hails from Newburg, North Dakota, 
where she graduated from Newburg High 
School.  She graduated from Minot State 
University before starting her career at the North 
Dakota State Fair. Since 1974, she has worked 
in a variety of roles, starting in the Treasurer’s 
Office and then transitioning to Accountant and 
Commercial Sales Director. She was promoted 
as the Assistant Manager in 2008, and then to 
General Manager in 2010. Renae has served 
on a number of Board of Directors in the fair 
industry and also has been recognized regionally 
and nationally for her leadership and years of 
experience. Korslien was recognized today with 
her two sons, daughters-in-law, and coworkers by 
her side. 
 
"We are extremely proud of Renae's many accomplishments within the fair industry and feel that her experience has 
always been a vital asset to the North Dakota State Fair. She has put in many hours for us and is very deserving of 
this award." Said Gary Knell, North Dakota State Fair Association President.
 
The International Association of Fairs and Expositions is based in Springfield, Mo. and is a voluntary, nonprofit 
corporation serving state, provincial, regional, and county agricultural fairs, shows, exhibitions, and expositions. 
Its associate members include state and provincial associations of fairs, non-agricultural expositions and festivals, 
associations, corporations, and individuals engaged in providing products and services to its members, all of whom 
are interested in the improvement of fairs, shows, expositions, and allied fields.

Renae Korslien with her family. Danny Tuchsherer (right), Jenny and Randy 
Korslien (right), Rex and Kari Korslien (left)
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VALLELY SPORT & MARINE NAMED TO 2022 BOATING 
INDUSTRY TOP 100 LIST
Recognized as one of the top boat dealers in North America
Vallely Sport & Marine of Bismarck and Minot, ND has been named one of the Top 100 
Awards: Top Dealers in North America by Boating Industry, the leading trade publication for 
the marine industry. 

The recreational boating industry’s elite members celebrated the launch of the reimagined 
Boating Industry Top 100 Awards during a black-tie gala on Nov. 16, 2022 on the final 
evening of the Boating Industry ELEVATE SUMMIT in Orlando, Fla.

Entering the 18th year of the Top 100 in 2022, the program now honors the best of the best across the entire boating 
industry, celebrating the 40 Under 40, Women Making Waves and the Top Dealers across North America.

As a continuation of the original roots of the Top 100 program, Boating Industry honored the 2022 Top Dealers 
during the Top 100 Awards celebration.

“This year’s Top Dealers program brought on a stack of new applicants and new competition to the program along 
with very strong returns from multi-year winners. And we’re very excited to highlight the accomplishments of all, 
as new dealers join the ranks and others join forces to become one,” Boating Industry editor-in-chief and Top 100 
program director Adam Quandt said.

“Vallely Sport & Marine is proud to be the region’s only Top 100 Dealership and has been apart of this great program 
for the last 15 years straight.  We believe excellent customer service, our great employees, and continued innovation 
within our company are key pillars to our success and this award, Josh Vallely, Co-Owner of Vallely Sport & Marine 
said.  

Vallely Sport & Marine is a locally owned family business that has been in business since 1974.  Vallely Sport & 
Marine serves all of North Dakota, Northern South Dakota and Eastern Montana.  They are North Dakota’s largest 
sport & marine group offering two premier locations in Bismarck, ND and Minot, ND.  Vallely Sport & Marine 
currently represents seven of the best brands in the marine and powersports business.  The company has been 
selected fifteen years in a row as a Boating Industry Top 100 boat dealership.  

The Top 100 is the only independent ranking of boat dealers in North America. The list recognizes dealerships that 
are unsurpassed in business operations, professionalism, marketing tactics, customer service and more. The Boating 
Industry Top 100 has recognized the top dealers in North America every year since 2005.
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There’s a positive movement going on in Minot. We’re rediscovering that our 

community is full of energy and a spirit for being a better place to live, to visit 

and to love. We have friendly and helpful faces, big ideas, a can-do attitude 

and fun things to do everywhere. Get excited again about the Magic City. 

Join the conversation and share why you think it’s #MagicInMinot.

M A G I C I N M I N O T . C O M

It’s Magic in Minot!
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December 2022 - Chamber EDC Meetings and Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 
1

Military Affairs  
Committee 

noon
Grand Hotel

Ambassadors  
Committee 
4:30 p.m. 
The Spot

2 3

4

Ribbon Cutting 
3:15 p.m. 

Earnest Academy 
3800 14th Ave SE

5 6
 
 

7
 

Dinner on the Prairie 
noon 

Minot Area Chamber EDC

8
Business After Hours 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Minot International 

Airport

9
 

Infrastructure 
Committee 
7:30 a.m. 

Homesteaders  
Restaurant

10

11 12
Minot Air Force Base 

Cookie Drive 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Minot Area Chamber EDC 

13
Minot Air Force Base 

Cookie Drive 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Minot Area Chamber EDC

Eagle Awards  
Presentation

10:00 a.m. 
Minot Area Chamber EDC

Ribbon Cutting 
3:00 p.m. 

Home Instead 
1015 South Broadway

14
 
 

15
 

16
 

17

18 19
Board of Directors 

10:00 a.m. 
Minot Area Chamber EDC

20 21 22 23

OFFICE CLOSED

24

25 26

OFFICE CLOSED

27 28
Right Start Presentation 

9:40 a.m. 
Minot Air Force Base

29 30 31


