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STRONG CONNECTION KEY TO 
TEAM MINOT
The Minot Area Chamber EDC has long been a supporter of military in our 
community.  TEAM MINOT is a term linked to the connection between the city 
and Minot AFB.  That camaraderie and appreciation is evident in the events and 
promotions within the city.
 
The Minot Area Chamber EDC, along with the Minot Park District, provided 
a Military Day at the Park June 24.  Nearly 1,000 people attended, enjoying free 
entrance to the Roosevelt Park Zoo, Pool and lunch provided by the Chamber 
EDC Military Affairs Committee.  For those who could not attend, the Roosevelt 
Park Zoo will have a chance for military members and their families to go to the 
zoo on Wednesday’s during the month of July.

The Chamber EDC recently presented the Prairie Warrior Association with more than 
$30,000 following the spring auction held to support troops stationed at MAFB.  This 
money will be used for picnics, base competitions and other events deemed necessary 
for the wellbeing of those protecting our country.

The ND State Fair will feature a Military Day, Tuesday, July 26.  The day will include 
free carnival rides, a lunch provided by the ND Beef Commission, ND Stockmen’s 
Association and ND Cattlewomen and discounts on the NPRA Championship Bull 
Riding.
  
In December, the Chamber EDC sends out the word to provide cookies to airmen who 
are away from home and missing that homemade touch to the holidays.  Thousands of cookies are gathered from the 
community.

Along with events, the Military Affairs Committee of the Chamber EDC has a monthly meeting to update the community 
on what’s happening in the military.  The group has just launched an Adopt an Airman program, connecting airman new 
to town with people in the community who can familiarize them with the Magic City, creating lasting friendships and 
enhancing families.

continued on page 2
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CHANGES TO MINOT AREA 
CHAMBER EDC BOARD
The Minot Area Chamber EDC would like to thank outgoing Minot Mayor 
Shaun Sipma for his four years on the board of directors.  Shaun has attended 
monthly meetings following the merger in 2021, and prior to that, he attended 
MADC meetings.  His knowledge and expertise have been greatly appreciated 
and we say thank you for all your time and input into making our organization 
thrive!
Our sincere welcome is extended to newly elected Minot Mayor Tom Ross.  Tom 
will have a seat on our board starting July 1 attending monthly meetings and 
providing city input.  We look forward to working with you Tom!

MINOT AREA CHAMBER 
EDC WELCOMES NEW 
LEADERSHIP TO MINOT 
AIR FORCE BASE
The 5th Bomb Wing and 91st Missile Wing at Minot Air 
Force Base have new commanders.  As of June 6, Col 
Kenneth McGhee assumed responsibility of the “Rough 
Riders” of the 91st Missile Wing in Minot.  He fills the 
spot of Col Chris Menuey.  Col McGhee was stationed at 
Malmstrom AFB in Montana prior to coming to Minot 
where he was the 341st Operations Group Commander.

As of July 23, Col Daniel Hoadley became the new leader 
of the 5th Bomb Wing, taking command from Col. Tom 
Walters.  Col Hoadley’s last assignment was at Ellsworth 
AFB in South Dakota as the Vice Commander of the 28th 
Bomb Wing.

The Chamber EDC would like to thank Col Walters 
and Col Menuey for their time in the Magic City and 
the impact they made not only locally, but globally.  
We would also like to welcome Col Hoadley and Col 
McGhee to Minot.  Only the Best Come North!

continued from page 1 

In addition, on a state level, Minot representatives sit on Governor Burgum’s 
Task Force for Military Issues in North Dakota (TF MIND). TF MIND works to 
make North Dakota a more military friendly state. The commission is focused 
on developing a statewide strategy to retain and promote military presence 
within North Dakota and identify opportunities for sustainment and growth of 
relevant missions.
 
Task Force 21 (TF 21) is an activity of the Minot Area Chamber EDC that 
educates the local community, ND officials, members of Congress and the 
public on national security issues, particularly ones that affect Minot Air Force 
Base, the U.S. Air Force, Air Force Global Strike Command and overall nuclear 
deterrence. TF 21 supports the ND National Guard in partnership through TF 
MIND. Annually TF 21 hosts a nuclear triad symposium in Washington DC 
each fall. The 2022 symposium will be held September 23. This year’s theme is 
‘Modernizing Nuclear Forces to Meet Nuclear Threats’. For more information 
visit Taskforce 21 - 2022 Symposium| Minot Area Chamber EDC

Col Kenneth McGhee

Col Daniel Hoadley



3MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  JULY 2022

MILITARY DAY AT THE 
PARK
It was a nice sunny day in June for our annual Military 
Day at the Park.   Hundreds were on hand to enjoy a free 
day at the Roosevelt Park Zoo, Roosevelt Park Pool and 
lunch served by the Minot Area Chamber EDC Military 
Affairs Committee.  The meal included pulled beef bbq 
sandwiches, beans, fruit, chips and ice cream.  Both 
active and retired military were on hand to enjoy the 
day.  The event included informational booths on the 
National Guard, educational opportunities on MAFB, 
samples of new Pepsi products and even a photo booth.  

A big thank you to Northrup Grumman for their 
donation for the meal.  Thank you also to Verendrye 
Electric Cooperative for the use of their grills.  Thank 
you to Homesteaders Restaurant for the delicious food.  
Thank you also to Northern Bottling for donating 
bottled water.  Thank you goes out to First International 
Bank & Trust for the use of their tent.   And finally thank 
you to the volunteers who made it all happen! AGRIBUSINESS COMMITTEE 

BREAKFAST FOR  
WARD COUNTY 4-H 
ACHIEVEMENT DAYS
Members of the Minot Area Chamber EDC Agribusiness 
Committee served breakfast to those attending the Ward 
County 4-H Achievement Days during the Ward County 
Shootout Friday, June 24.  Thanks to our members for 
attending!

MINOT YOUNG PROFESSIONALS ASK FOR YOUR INPUT
The Minot Young Professionals is in transition. As many of you know, the requirement limiting the age to 21 – 39 was 
changed. Now anyone of any age is allowed to join. The mission of YPN is to create social and business networking 
opportunities and community enhancement projects for young professionals in the Minot area. With that being said, the 
committee is seeing a core group of people attend their functions, and that is creating burn-out. 

The Minot Area Chamber EDC wants to ensure each of our committees creates value for our member investors. Could 
you take a moment and fill out a quick survey to let us know your thoughts on the future of YP?

Find the survey here.

Col. Hoadley and Chief Jones of the 5th Bomb Wing and Col. McGhee and 
Chief Crider of the 91st Missle Wing are pictured here with family and 
members of the Minot Area Chamber EDC Military Affairs Committee.
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FIBT.com

Call or visit one of our mortgage experts 
today to start your journey home!

Jill Lohnes
(701) 837-2243

jlohnes@fibt.com
NMLS#: 757152

Jessi Erdmann 
(701) 837-2251

jerdmann@fibt.com
NMLS#: 1535580

Amanda Geinert
(701) 837-2201

ageinert@fibt.com
NMLS#: 1439579

0274_06-22

Say Yes To Your 
Dream Home
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FORMER MINOT AFB COMMANDERS AWARDED  
THE LEGION OF MERIT 
As one last reminder of their contributions to Team Minot, Col. 
Michael Walters, former commander of the 5th Bomb Wing at 
Minot Air Force Base, and Col. Christopher Menuey, former 
commander of the 91st Missile Wing, received the esteemed 
Legion of Merit Award before passing the torch to the next base 
commanders on June 6 and 23, 2022. 

The Legion of Merit is presented to officers and enlisted service 
members who have distinguished themselves by exceptionally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services. 
In their two years at Minot AFB, Walters and Menuey had 
proven worthy of the award through their contributions to 
the mission and leadership in the face of an unprecedented 
pandemic. 

Walters led over 5,000 Airmen and civilians in support of 
the B-52 mission, ensuring combat readiness and strategic 
deterrence even amidst the adversity of COVID-19. Under his 
command, the Wing executed a minimum-notice deployment 
that enabled B-52s to arrive in theater just 18 hours after the 
Secretary of Defense’s order. 

He championed numerous quality of life improvements to 
include tripling the availability of Family Child Care in one of the 
largest programs in the Air Force, as well as creating a Resident 
Advocate program focused on mental and emotional support for 
the Air Force’s largest first-term Airmen population. His efforts 
resulted in the 5th BW claiming 10 Air Force-level and 108 Air 
Force Global Strike Command-level awards.

Menuey commanded over 1,800 Airmen and civilians in support 
of the nation’s land-based Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 
(ICBM) mission. He showcased Missile Wing operations to 
twelve high-profile distinguished visitors, bolstering national 
security decisions and defense cooperation. Additionally, 
Menuey navigated the world-wide COVID-19 pandemic while 
overseeing 12,000 maintenance actions and 154 convoys, 
ultimately providing the bedrock of the nation's National 
Security. 

His caring and authentic, people-focused emphasis championed 
taking care of Airmen and families, which included initiating base support programs for homeschool students and 
promoting family and spouse resiliency events, leading to Menuey and his spouse being recognized with Air Force Global 
Strike Command's General and Mrs. Jerome F. O'Malley Award nomination. 

TEAM MINOT thanks Col. Walters and Col. Menuey for their dedication, and as Minot AFB welcomes the new 
commanders Col. Daniel Hoadley and Col. Kenneth McGhee, they look forward to the possibilities of the years to come. 

Mag. Gen. Andrew J. Gerbara, commander of the Eighth Air Force, 
awards The Legion of Merit to Col. Michael O Walters, former 5th 

Bomb Wing Commander. 

Maj. Gen. Michael Lutton, 20th Air Force Commander, awards The 
Legion of Merit to Col. Christopher Menuey, former 91st Missile 

Wing commander. 
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SHARE YOUR IDEAS FOR THE 
FUTURE OF MINOT 
Minot residents have been sharing their vision for the city through 
a comprehensive planning process that included a series of public 
meetings in late June specific to identified growth areas. 

Minot and extra-territorial residents are encouraged to go to www.minot2040.com to learn more about the comprehensive 
plan update. Residents will have the opportunity to provide online input. 

Watch the Area Planning Public Workshop Presentation here. 

Share your ideas for the future of Minot here.

BIG M BUILDING TIF 
APPROVED
Congratulations to EPIC Companies as the TIF has been 
approved for the M Building in downtown Minot. 

EPIC companies can now start rolling out more of the 
project with the passing of the development agreement, 
as well as the minimum assessment agreement which will 
help establish a standard to make sure the money gets paid 
out appropriately for the TIF. 

EPIC has officially bid demolition and asbestos and will 
complete a walk through the first week of July. Work will 
hopefully begin this summer. 

Thank you to EPIC Companies for their continued 
support and investment in Minot! 
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START UP MINOT TO 
FEATURE DOT HENKE 
The community is invited to attend the July 14th 
Start Up Minot networking event as Dorothy “Dot” 
Henke is set to tell her unique entrepreneur story 
about developing, growing and eventually selling Dot’s 
Pretzels LLC for more than $1 billion to industry-
leading snack company, Hershey. The Velva-area 
native has been a guest speaker for the Start Up 
Minot Academy powered by CO.STARTERS and the 
Minot Area Chamber EDC is looking forward to her 
presentation and insights on starting and growing her 
unique business. 

The Start Up Minot business showcase/networking 
event on Thurs. July 14 will go from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. 
at the Carnegie Center, 105 2nd Ave. SE, in downtown Minot. The event is free, open to the public, and includes free coffee 
and donuts. Future monthly gatherings are held on the second Thursday of every month, and feature speakers from the 
community as they share their unique entrepreneur experience.

CITY OF MINOT SEEKS VOLUNTEERS FOR TEMPORARY 
CITY COUNCIL VACANCY
The City of Minot is seeking volunteers to fill a temporary vacancy on the City Council until a special election is held in 
November. 

At its June 28 meeting, the Council agreed to consider volunteers to fill the opening on a short-term basis until a special 
election is held on Nov. 8 in conjunction with the statewide general election. The Council vacancy was created when 
alderman Tom Ross was elected Mayor in June. The term of the Council seat formerly held by Ross expires in June 2024.
Anyone interested in volunteering to temporarily fill the vacant council position until Nov. 8 should send a letter of interest 
to the City Clerk by 4 p.m. on July 13. Council will make a mo-tion to appoint an interim council member at the July 18 
meeting.

Letters of interest should be sent to the City Clerk by email at Mikayla.mcwilliams@minotnd.org or at 515 2nd Ave. SW, 
Minot ND, 58702.

Then in November, a candidate will be elected to fill the remainder of Ross’ term until June 2024. For this, interested 
candidates must pick up an election packet from the City Clerk’s office. Candidates will need to gather 300 signatures and 
submit a statement of interest. The deadline to submit signatures and paperwork is 4 p.m. on Sept. 6.
For additional information contact the Public Information Office at 701-857-4727 or by email at pio@minotnd.org.

2022 BRAG UP AG GOLF 
SCRAMBLE
July 11, Minot Country Club
30 teams will tee off at the beautiful Minot Country Club for the 2022 
Brag Up Ag Golf Scramble. This annual event is a chance to give local 
farmers and ranchers a break from their hectic schedule to take part 
in 18 holes of golf, grab a bite to eat, and play some games! There are 
still sponsorships available if you would like to participate.

Contact the Chamber EDC at 701-852-6000 or the Ag Golf Chair, 
Jackie Larson at jackie@western-agency.com.
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MINOT AIR FORCE BASE, 
WE SALUTE YOU.WE SALUTE YOU.

At Verendrye Electric Cooperative, we believe in the power of human connections 
through good neighbors. We are pleased to call the men, women and families of the 
Minot Air Force Base our neighbors. Through our commitment to providing a�ordable 
and reliable electricity, we’re proud to serve those who serve. 
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WOMEN CONNECT PRESENT 
SAM GOODWIN
Women Connect is pleased to welcome Sam Goodwin to 
share his story of resilience after being imprisoned in Syria in 
2019. The event is open to the public (women and men), due 
to Sam Goodwin's powerful message.

Date: August 31
Location: Grand Hotel

Time: 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Lunch will be served! 

Sam Goodwin is an American entrepreneur, public speaker, and advocate for the freedom of political hostages globally. 
He played Division I college ice hockey, co-founded a game development company in Singapore, and has traveled to 
every country in the world. Sam was unjustly imprisoned in Syria in 2019. His release marked the first time an American 
civilian had been freed by the Syrian regime. Today, Goodwin shares his experiences through speaking engagements 
worldwide, including to audiences of elite athletes, faith groups, corporate conventions, the US Military, and others.

Sam earned a four-year athletic scholarship to Niagara University (New York) in 2008. Since then he has played and 
coached hockey in destinations like India, Turkmenistan, and North Korea. He attributes the mental toughness, critical 
thinking, and resiliency garnered through a life of competitive athletics as crucial to his survival as a hostage.
Goodwin moved to Singapore in 2012 to help launch a tech startup business and regional NGO. His focus included 
stakeholder management, media relations, and non-profit partnerships. He has led humanitarian efforts across Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America. Sam currently works in Congressional Advocacy for the James W. Foley Legacy Foundation in 
Washington DC.

From 2010-2019, Sam traveled to all 193 United Nations’ sovereign countries and wrote about it on his blog. He 
particularly enjoys promoting the beauty and positivity 
of lesser-known and negatively perceived places. Sam has 
visited all 50 US States and is a member of several extreme 
travel groups.

In May of 2019, Goodwin was wrongfully detained on false 
charges of espionage in Syria. He endured more than nine 
weeks of imprisonment, including solitary confinement, 
a sham trial, blindfolded interrogations, and a dramatic 
release. Goodwin’s presentations today detail embracing 
uncertainty and the efforts it took to manage and survive 
captivity.

Sam holds dual Bachelor’s degrees in Communication 
Studies and French from Niagara University and a Master’s 
degree in International Affairs from Washington University 
in St. Louis. He is a practicing Catholic and the oldest of five 
children.

Tickets now available here.
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MILITARY DAY AT THE  
ND STATE FAIR 
The Minot Area Chamber EDC Military Affairs 
Committee is proud to partner with the North Dakota 
State Fair for Military Day at the Fair, Tuesday, July 26.  

Coupons are needed for the discounts and must be 
the blue 1/2 sheet of paper provided by the Chamber 
EDC. You cannot have a digital copy or printed 
version. 

The days activities include a free military appreciation 
beef picnic from the ND Been Commission, ND 
Stockmen’s Association & ND Cattlewomen.  Free 
carnival rides from 1 to 3 p.m. and half off NPRA 
Championship Bull Riding.  To get your coupon bring your Military ID to the Chamber EDC office at 1020 20th Avenue 
SW, Minot ND.



11MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  JULY 2022

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC STAFF ATTEND THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION OF  
NORTH DAKOTA SUMMER 
CONFERENCE
 
Representatives from the Minot Area Chamber EDC joined 
nearly 75 economic development professionals and associated 
individuals in Beulah for the 2022 Summer Conference in 
June. 

With the theme of “Past, Present, Future for North Dakota” 
speakers covered a wide range of topics tied into carbon 
capture, housing, energy, agriculture, and grant writing. 
Brekka Kramer, MACEDC President/CEO and Mark Lyman, 
MACEDC Economic Development Specialist, are pictured 
here with new EDND Executive Director Dana Hager. 

ND REGIONAL WORKFORCE IMPACT PROGRAM
MACEDC and partners throughout Region 2 are wrapping up the research and community support portion of applying 
for the North Dakota Regional Workforce Impact Program funding. Governor Doug Burgum, and the North Dakota 
Department of Commerce announced this workforce impact opportunity in late March. This allowed four months for 
regions to research the area’s highest workforce challenges and identify solutions that need additional, quick funding to 
have the highest level of impact on our area’s workforce needs.  

The partners identified the following broad categories as some of the highest priorities: CDL exposure/training, daycare 
infrastructure support, talent upskilling/training in healthcare, training/exposure at the high school level for in-demand 
job fields, family homeless shelter support. The application from Region 2 must be one single application that addresses 
both rural and urban needs and is due to the state no later than July 30, 2022. Up to $1.83 million in funding has been set 
aside for use in Region 2. 

SITE SELECTOR VISITS THE MAGIC CITY
The Minot Area Chamber EDC and its partners welcomed a site selector from an international company to the Magic 
City in mid-July. The multi-day visit to Minot allowed community leaders a chance to connect with professionals that 
works with dozens of companies of all sizes in helping to site locations that meet their business expansion goals. The 
visitor, from Chicago, heard from City of Minot staff and elected officials, MACEDC board members and staff, as well as a 
representative of the North Dakota Department of Commerce. Part of the time spent by the site selector in Minot included 
a tour of the city and a tour of the Logistics Park of North 
Dakota. 

MINOT MOTOR VEHICLE 
DEPARTMENT UPDATED 
HOURS 
Starting Friday, July 1, business hours at the Minot Motor 
Vehicle Department will be 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. The MVD office will no longer be closed 
over the noon hour.

Be sure to stop by Arrowhead Shopping Center at 1600 2nd 
Ave SW to get your vehicle registration, new license plates, 
or titles and support local!



12MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  JULY 2022

KARL'S TV, APPLIANCE AND FURNITURE 
1808 22nd Ave SW
Minot, ND 58701 
701-838-7245
www.karlsonline.com 
Elmer Karl, Owner

Since 1956 Karl's has focused on service and their customers, 
opening their Minot location in June of 2011. Eleven years later 
they have re-modernized their location and added several new 
brands and vendors into the Karls family such as Sub-Zero, 
Woif, Thermador, Beko, and many more to come. Chamber EDC 
Ambassadors celebrated with a ribbon cutting.

ONCE UPON A CHILD-MINOT 
1015 S Broadway Ste 12
Minot, ND 58701 
701-837-7910
onceuponachildminot@yahoo.com
Daneille McNail, Owner

Ambassadors cut the ribbon for Once Upon a Child, Minot's new 
children's resale story. Once Upon a Child offers parents a fun 
and convenient way to buy and sell gently used kids stuff.

RIBBON CUTTINGS 

MSU SUMMER THEATER 
1357-1573 7th St NW
Minot, ND 58703 
701-858-3228
www.minotstateu.edu/theatre/ 

Ambassadors cut the ribbon for the start of the 57th season of 
the Minot State University Summer Theater and an updated 
venue.  Phase Two began immediately after the summer season 
in 2021 and features a complete renovation of the existing 
complex including bathrooms, ticket office, dressing rooms, and 
office space, along with a new plaza, drive-through, and lower-
level concessions.

DAILY THREAD 
2400 10th St SW, Ste 218
Minot, ND 58701 
701-229-2500
www.shopdailythread.com

Ambassadors cut the ribbon at the newest store at Dakota 
Square. Daily Thread offers women's clothing at a reasonable 
price. Stop by today to check out their wide selection in beautiful 
colors.
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MEMBER RENEWALS
10 North Main Smokehouse  
Bar & Grill

Acme Tools

AFLAC - Cassie Loard

American Family Agency

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

Aramark

Best Buy

Bourgault Industries Ltd

Buffalo Wings & Rings

Capital RV Center

CDJ Opportunities

CHI St. Alexius Minot Medical Plaza

Cool Fish Services Inc. 

Coughlin Construction & Development

Craft Builders Inc. 

Dairy Queen West

Dakota Hope Clinic

Dakota Kids Dentistry

Dakota Tax & Accounting, Inc.

Designs on Broadway

Donovan Insurance Agency, LLP

First Baptist Church

Forward Communication, Inc. 

Glass Doctor

Habitat for Humanity -  
Northern Lights

Karl's TV, Appliance and Furniture

KFC

Kiwanis Club of Minot

KK Bold

Magic City Financial Group, L.P.

Minot Area Community Foundation

Minot Country Club

Minot Milling

Minot Sash & Door Inc. 

Murphy Motors Next to New Minot

North Hill Pharmacy

Northern Brake Service

Northland Health Centers

Northstar Steel Inc. 

Northwestern Electric, Inc. 

O'Day Equipment, Inc. 

Overhead Door Company of Minot

Papa Murphy's Take 'N' Bake Pizza

Duane Poynter

Rotary Club of Minot

Sertoma Club of Minot

SERVPRO of Minot

Signal Realty

Sundre Sand & Gravel, Inc. 

Ward Warehousing & Distribution Co. 

Waxing the City

Western Agency Inc.

June recipients of the Minot Area Chamber EDC Eagle Award Program are: 
EAGLE AWARDS

Josh Aga
Capital RV

Jerane Forsbert
Trinity Pain Clinic

Cameron Schilken
SRT

Brendon Tvedt
Maysa Arena

Robert Lopez
Conlin's Furniture

Andrew Conrey
Marketplace Foods

Richard Wilkerson
McDonald's Restaurant

Matt Sund
SRT

Thank you to Homesteaders Restaurant 
and Waxing the City for providing gift 

certificates for award recipients.
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MEMBER NEWS
XCEL ENERGY IS FIRST IN THE NATION TO ADD ALL-ELECTRIC 
BUCKET TRUCKS TO FLEET
FIRST TRUCK TO ARRIVE IN MINNEAPOLIS IN LATE JUNE
 
Xcel Energy is taking the next steps in its journey toward electric transportation by becoming the first energy 
company in the nation to add all-electric bucket trucks to its fleet. Xcel Energy crews will use these new, quiet, zero-
emissions trucks as they maintain the electric system and respond to outages after storms.  

“We’re proud to be the first energy company in the United States to add all-electric bucket trucks to our fleet,” said 
Bob Frenzel, chairman, president, and CEO of Xcel Energy. 
“By adding these clean energy vehicles to our fleet, Xcel 
Energy is demonstrating its commitment to leading the clean 
energy transition by becoming a net-zero energy provider 
for all our customers’ energy needs – electricity, heating and 
transportation, while also helping shape the electrification of 
the truck industry, which complements our overall vision to 
provide 100% carbon-free electricity by 2050.” 

Xcel Energy was one of the first energy companies to put 
forward a plan to electrify all its light-duty vehicles and 30% 
of its medium and heavy-duty fleet by 2030. This directly 
supports the company’s vision to power 1.5 million electric 
vehicles by 2030, allowing everyone in the communities we 
serve to experience the benefits of electric transportation, 
whether they own an EV, take transit, or benefit from 
improved air quality.

The truck’s technology is being delivered by Terex Utilities 
and Navistar, manufacturer of International trucks, two 
years ahead of industry projections. The truck features two 
electric sources: one for the drive train and one for the lift 
mechanism. It has a 135-mile driving range and the ability to 
operate the bucket for a full workday on a single charge.

Xcel Energy crews will use these trucks in real working 
conditions during a six- to 12-month pilot. Their feedback 
will help ensure the trucks become a dependable, preferred 
work truck, and help Xcel Energy and the industry better 
prepare for the electric vehicle transition. The company 
currently has 1,000 aerial bucket trucks in its fleet.

The vehicle was showcased on June 6 in Williamsburg, Virginia, at the Electric Utility Fleet Manager’s Conference. 
Xcel Energy will roll out the first truck in the Twin Cities in late June. The second truck will be delivered to our 
Denver fleet at the end of 2022. 

About Xcel Energy

Xcel Energy (NASDAQ: XEL) provides the energy that powers millions of homes and businesses across eight 
Western and Midwestern states. Headquartered in Minneapolis, the company is an industry leader in responsibly 
reducing carbon emissions and producing and delivering clean energy solutions from a variety of renewable 
sources at competitive prices. For more information, visit xcelenergy.com or follow us on Twitter and Facebook.
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SCHEELS MINOT TO CELEBRATE GRAND OPENING
SATURDAY, JULY 9
 
SCHEELS invites all to the new SCHEELS store for their Grand 
Opening, Saturday, July 9th for entertainment, food, and giveaways. 
The celebration begins at 7 AM in the parking lot. Doors officially 
open at 9:30 AM. 

For more information go to facebook.com/minotscheels/events

Minot SCHEELS first opened its doors as a hardware store in 
1974. A second store was built in the new Dakota Square Mall 
development in 1980 and featured a selection of sporting goods 
equipment, apparel, and entertainment for the entire family. The 
hardware store closed in 1993 and staff was absorbed into the 
Dakota Square SCHEELS store. Since then, SCHEELS has gone 
under two expansions—2008 and 2012—making it a 60,000 square-
foot shopping experience.

When the doors to the new store open, there will be more for 
families to enjoy. The new store offers over 110,000 square feet of 
retail and attraction space, making it the 3rd update within Dakota 
Square Mall for SCHEELS.

What's New to Minot SCHEELS?

Ginna's Cafe: After a long day of shopping, grab a snack, a 
specialty coffee drink, or a cup of Ginna's craft roast coffee 
exclusive to SCHEELS.

Fuzziwig's Candy Factory: If you have a sweet tooth, make 
this your first stop on opening day and treat your sweet 
tooth with their large selection of candy from our in-store 
candy shop. 

Arcade: If you're looking for a shopping break check out 
their interactive games, like Big Buck Hunter and Nerf 
Arcade to keep the fun going.

Rollerball: Rollerball is a miniature version of bowling, 
and with two lanes, you can choose to play alone or with a 
group! This fun attraction is many other SCHEELS stores, 
and they are excited to have enough space to add it to the 
Minot SCHEELS experience. 

Upgraded archery lane: Within their expanded hunting 
shop, you'll find a wider selection of products and an 
updated archery lane where you can test out a bow and 
other products before you buy. 

7 foot Lego statue: SCHEELS is excited to welcome the 
newest member of their toy shop, B-52 pilot Lego figure 
who stands at a whopping seven feet tall!

Golf Simulator: Swing by and try out your golf clubs or 
accesories before you buy!
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NEW WEBSITE CONNECTS BUSINESS OWNERS WITH 
FINANCING RESOURCES
 
Every day across North Dakota, creative and daring 
individuals are taking the leap to start or own a business and 
live out their dream. These same small businesses often find 
themselves “stuck” in financing and wondering where to turn. 
To meet this need and better assist business owners, Dakota 
Business Lending has launched the Vault. 

With a vision to showcase the multitude of valuable resources 
that our state has offer, the Vault contains a comprehensive 
library of small business programs and financing sources that 
exist throughout the state today. Big or small, woman or minority owned, rural or urban, start-up or existing, the 
Vault is a place where these dedicated individuals can explore all that our state has to offer, right at their fingertips. 
Inside the Vault, users can find resources such as:  

• Financing options of all shapes and sizes
• COVID-19 and disaster relief programs
• Premium business assistance resources
• Tools to help propel start-ups or small businesses

“Many of the small businesses we work with are unaware of the variety of programs that exist throughout the state. 
Part of our mission is to not only be a lender to business owners, but a resource as well. This platform is our way of 
connecting these business owners, along with any other entrepreneurs throughout the state, with financing sources 
to help them grow,” shared Steve Dusek, President & CEO. 

The Vault is launching with 145+ funding programs from 50 providers from across the state of ND. On the website, 
users answer a few short questions about their business and generate a list of financing programs custom tailored to 
their needs – all in a manner of seconds.  Each financing program has a page dedicated to providing more details and 
contact information to connect with the specific provider. The comparison tool allows users to compare up to three 
programs and get a more detailed report sent to their inbox. As new financing tools become available, providers can 
submit a program to be added to the Vault via the website.  

Dakota Business Lending plans to expand the Vault to include more resources in the future. To access the Vault, 
visitors can visit www.vaultnd.com or like their Facebook and LinkedIn pages (@vaultnd).

Founded in 1982, Dakota Business Lending is the oldest, largest, and most experienced 504 CDC in North Dakota 
and the first North Dakota based financing entity to be chosen by the U.S. Treasury Department's Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) Fund to receive a NMTC allocation. With staff throughout North 
Dakota and Montana, Dakota Business Lending serves North Dakota, Montana, and five counties in western 
Minnesota.  The mission of this private, not-for-profit entity is to provide small business financing solutions through 
collaborative partnerships in a supportive, creative environment that grows the economy and creates or preserves 
quality jobs. Since inception, Dakota Business Lending has provided over $550 million in loans with total project 
impact exceeding $1.2 billion to small businesses and local economies. 
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TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION RECEIVES ESTATE GIFT FROM 
ANN SELLERS 
 
Trinity Health Foundation is excited to announce that it was recently awarded an estate gift of just over $117,000 
from Ann Sellers. 

Ms. Sellers was a longtime volunteer and supporter of Trinity Health and St Joseph’s Hospitals. She was also a 
member of the auxiliaries for both organizations. Following her wishes, the funds will be allocated to the Trinity 
Health CancerCare Center Patient Assistance Programs including fuel voucher assistance, financial assistance, 
exercise rehabilitation program, art, yoga and journaling therapies, wig assistance, and more.

 “Ms. Sellers dedicated her life to serving others through her volunteer work and now continues that service 
through her financial gift to the Trinity Health Foundation and the Trinity Health CancerCare Center Patient 
Assistance Program. Her support of others in the community will live on through her generous gift,” indicated Dusty 
Zimmerman, Director, Trinity Health Foundation. 

Trinity Health Foundation was established in 1922 to assist in the establishment of the Trinity Hospital. Over the last 
100 years, the foundation has been supported through the financial stewardship of individuals, families, foundations, 
corporations, civic clubs, and other organizations, with the purpose of significantly impacting healthcare and the 
quality of life in the region. Through generous donations, we are able to fulfill our mission of creating a system of 
care that provides the most significant impact on health and wellness throughout northwest North Dakota.

SANDUSKY PROMOTED TO SERGEANT
 
Sgt. Caisee Sandusky was promoted to sergeant this afternoon during a ceremony held at the 
Minot Police Department. 

Sandusky started her career as an officer with the Minot Police Department in March 2008. 
She was promoted to Senior Officer in March 2012 and became one of the original two School 
Resource Officers assigned to Minot Public Schools in January 2014. Caisee was promoted to 
Master Officer in January 2021. 

Officer Sandusky has played an integral role in the SRO Program in the community and across 
the state. Her passion for youth in the community is a strength the MPD hopes will empower 
her to foster with the rest of the team members and help educate the officers and community 
members about the challenges children face.

Prior to her assignment to the schools, Officer Sandusky was assigned to patrol where she was a Field Training 
Officer and Bike Patrol Officer.

Sgt. Caisee Sandusky
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FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK & TRUST 
CONGRATULATES BROCK DESLAURIERS AND 
BLAIR SLAUGHTER 
First International Bank & Trust (FIBT) is proud to announce the promotion of Brock 
DesLauriers to Minot President. Brock started working at FIBT in May of 2005 while 
attending college. He has held numerous positions such as Teller, Credit Analyst, Personal 
Banker, Consumer Lender, Mortgage Loan Officer, Commercial Loan Officer, and most 
recently Senior Vice President/North Hill Branch Manager. In his new role as Minot 
President, he will oversee the entire Minot Lending Team, as well as the Minot Broadway, 
North Hill and Arrowhead offices.

Brock graduated from Bishop Ryan High School in 2003 and Minot State University in 2008 
with a degree in Accounting and Finance. He is married to Elly and has two daughters Taylor 
(13) and Raegan (9). 

Brock and his family are very involved in the Minot community with numerous nonprofits, 
service clubs and local boards. 

First International Bank & Trust (FIBT) is proud to announce the promotion of Blair 
Slaughter to Retail Operations Supervisor. Blair has been employed at FIBT for the past eight 
years. She has held numerous positions such as Teller, Personal Banker 1-111, and most 
recently as Assistant Operations Supervisor. In her new role as Retail Operations Supervisor, 
she will oversee the entire Minot Retail Banking Team, at the Minot Broadway, North Hill and 
Arrowhead offices.

Blair graduated from Powers Lake High School in 2009 and Minot State University in 2013 
with a degree in Finance and Business Management. She is married to Chance and has two 
daughters Berkley (2) and Ivy (4 months). 

In her free time, Blair enjoys recreational volleyball, but mostly spending time with her family.

Brock DesLauriers

Blair Slaughter

TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION’S MCMANIGAL RECEIVES 
PROMOTION 
 
Trinity Health Foundation recently promoted Cody McManigal from Donor Relations Coordinator to Foundation 
Coordinator. 

McManigal has been a Trinity Health Foundation team member for over eight years serving in several different roles 
with the organization. As the Foundation Coordinator, he will oversee the donor database, grant writing, special 
events including the men’s and women’s golf tournaments, nursing scholarship program, special projects, and a 
number of other Foundation programs.
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MOUSE RIVER ENHANCED FLOOD PROTECTION PROJECT 
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING HELD
The Souris River Joint Board (SRJB) held a public information meeting to present the current plans for the Phase 
MI-6 South Downtown project, a flood protection project within Minot that is part of Milestone 2 of the Mouse 
River Enhanced Flood Protection Plan (MREFPP).

“The Phase MI-6 South Downtown project is a key phase of the overall project that will significantly impact our 
downtown community. We appreciate the public coming out to learn more about our plans for continued flood 
protection,” said David Ashley, Souris River Joint Board chairman. “Construction continues on multiple phases of 
flood protection in Minot and throughout the basin. The Souris River Joint Board recognizes how important it is to 
reach out and engage the community at every step of the process.”

When completed and connected to Milestone 2 of the MREFPP, the MI-6 phase will help remove the Downtown 
Minot from the proposed FEMA floodplain and, and more importantly, provide long-term flood protection to 
the record flood of 2011. The SRJB was joined by representatives from the City of Minot and the engineering firm 
designing the Phase MI-6 South Downtown project at the meeting. All the enhanced flood protection projects 
currently under construction, and those under design provide a level of protection equal to the 2011 flood, plus three 
feet of freeboard.

Milestone 2 includes Phases MI-6, 7, 8, and 9 and will protect the south side of the river from Main Street to south 
of 8th Avenue SW. Phase MI-6 spans from Main Street North and continues to the east along the railroad tracks and 
river past 8th Street NE and ends in Roosevelt Park where it will tie into Phase MI-7. The project features of this 
phase include concrete floodwalls, earthen levees, roadway changes, utilities, a gatewell, and a stormwater pump 
station with gatewell. The concrete floodwalls will be similar in height to the Phase MI-1 floodwalls, extending an 
average of 14 feet above the finished grade. Earthen levees will be seeded and become a natural green space.

For more details on the project and the latest information, go to www.mouseriverplan.com or follow the Mouse River 
Plan Facebook project information page.

CALL TO ARTISTS!
SMALL ART WORKS EXHIBITION & AUCTION 

The Taube Museum of Art Main Gallery is seeking entries for their 15th annual Small Works Exhibit & Auction. The 
small works exhibition is scheduled to be on display from July 27 – August 26, 2022. Deadline for entry is no later 
than July 23, 2022.

Small Works guidelines: 
• Open to all artists eighteen and older, with no entry fee.  
• All works must be original by the artist submitting the artwork. Member artists may submit up to six entries, while    
nonmembers are limited to three. 
• Two dimensional works maximum size of 80 square inches including the frame, ie 8”x10”.
• Three-dimensional works may not exceed 8” x 8” x 8” 
• Each framed entry must be ready to hang with wire hangers or saw tooth hangers. Plastic frames are not acceptable.
• All work must be available for purchase. Not For Sale work will not be accepted.
• Acceptable Media: collage, digital techniques, drawings, fiber arts, glass works, jewelry, metal, mixed media, 
paintings, pastels, photography, pottery, prints, sculptures, wood and everything in between!

Please contact Rachel Alfaro, Executive Director, or Jay Gaare, Gallery Coordinator, Taube Museum of Art at  
838-4445 for further information.
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WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST FOUNDATION DONATES TO 
TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Trinity Health Foundation is excited to announce it was recently awarded a $100,000 grant for the new Trinity 
Health Healthcare Campus and Medical District Capital Campaign from the William Randolph Hearst Foundation.
 
The funds will be specifically allocated to the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) interview and exam rooms 
in the new Trinity Health Emergency Trauma Center (ETC). The two new spaces are completely private and allow 
the patient to remain in the same area for the duration of their time in the ETC providing a safe and confidential 
space during this traumatic experience. The new space also provides a bathroom, including a shower, for patients to 
perform personal hygiene activities, which is a new feature to the space. 

Trinity Health partners with the Central Dakota Forensic Nurse Examiners (CDFNE) organization to provide 
proficient and compassionate care to victims of sexual assault in the region. In 2021, CDFNE saw 44 victims of 
sexual assault in Minot alone.

Hearst Foundations identify and fund outstanding nonprofits to ensure that people of all backgrounds in the United 
States have the opportunity to build healthy, productive and satisfying lives. Funds are awarded within the categories 
of culture, education, health, and social service.

Trinity Health Foundation recently launched the HealthCare Campus and Medical District Capital Campaign 
to raise $15,000,000 to support the $520,500,000 project. In the early stages of the campaign, Trinity Health 
Foundation has raised $4,600,000. Donations are being sought from regional and national foundations, corporate 
donors, private donors, and Trinity Health staff through fundraisers.

FIRST WESTERN BANK & TRUST ANNOUNCES PROMOTIONS
Tiffany Calavera has been promoted to Universal Banking Supervisor at First Western Bank & Trust. Tiffany started 
with First Western in October of 2019 and is located at the Main Bank in Minot. Tiffany is a native of Minot where 
she graduated from Minot High School. She is passionate about connecting with people and helping in any way she 
can.

Jonathan Lanser has been promoted to Online Services Manager. Jonathan started at First Western in May of 
2021 as a Cash Management Specialist in Minot. Jon grew up in Minot and is a Minot State University graduate. 
Professionally he is most passionate about continuing to learn and develop.

Jacki Johnson has been promoted to Universal Banking Support Specialist. Jacki has been a part of the First Western 
family for over 16 years. She started as a teller back in 2005 and transitioned to customer service 4 1/2 years later. 
Jacki has worked in all three branches here in Minot and is currently serving in her new position at the North Hill 
branch.

First Western Bank & Trust would also like to welcome Cole Brose to our Consumer Lending team. Cole is a 
Minot native who earned two degrees at Minot State University, one in Business Management and the other in 
Entrepreneurship. He joins the First Western team with 2 years of lending experience.

Tiffany Calavera Jonathan Lanser Jacki Johnson Cole Brose
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then we’ve got a job for you!

not afraid to put 
the hammer down?

A-E Construction Management 
is hiring a full-time Construction 
Superintendent. If you thrive in a vertical 
construction environment, like to be the 
decision maker and own the process, 
are organized and personable, this may 
be the next step for your career. Contact 
Brent for more details or check out 
www.ackerman-estvold.com/careers

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

WWW.ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD.COM

AE

MINOT POLICE DEPARTMENT WARNS OF SCAM
The Minot Police Department would like to share that several law enforcement agencies around the state, including 
in Ward County, have received reports of attempts in what is known as the “Jury Duty Scam”. 

This scam is not new but a recent uptick in reports to law enforcement has prompted us to share this information. 
What happens is the scammer calls a would-be victim claiming to be an officer and informs the potential victim that 
they missed a summons for jury duty. As a result, a warrant for the person’s arrest has been issued. Further, if they 
wish to avoid being arrested the caller must receive payment immediately.

If a legitimate warrant for a person’s arrest exists, “fines” are not collected without a criminal judgment in court 
after the defendant has appeared and plead, or been found, guilty. Payment over the phone to “make the warrant go 
away” is not a valid judicial process in North Dakota. A defendant named in a warrant for their arrest, can only clear 
the warrant by turning themselves in, or being arrested in the field, by law enforcement officers, who collect bond (if 
required by the courts as stated on the warrant) at booking. 

  For further information on common scams in North Dakota please visit the North Dakota Attorney General’s 
website at https://attorneygeneral.nd.gov/consumerresources/common-scams
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JOHN STEWART, CPA 
 

 

701.833.8821 jstewart@srt.com 

 

I FIGHT  
 

FINANCIAL CONSULTING 
BUSINESS & PERSONAL 

 

LET’S TALK! 
 

FINANCIAL FIRES  
 

“HELLO SUNSHINE ICE CREAM & BOOKS” PASS THROUGH 
FUND ESTABLISHED AT MACF 
Hello Sunshine Ice Cream & Books has established 
a pass-through fund at the Minot Area Community 
Foundation. 

The goal of “Hello Sunshine Ice Cream & Books” 
is to get into high needs neighborhoods, along with 
Minot Parks to get books in the hands of kids to spread 
literacy across our community – one child, one book, 
and one ice cream treat at a time. Funds raised will go 
directly towards purchasing books and ice cream to be 
distributed during the summer schedule of events.

 “The most successful way to improve the reading 
achievement of low-income children is to increase 
their access to print. As a teacher from a high needs 
elementary school in Minot, it has been a mission to get books into the hands of kids”, says Sara Medalen, Sunnyside 
Elementary teacher, and Hello Sunshine founder.

 Sixty-one percent of low-income families have no books at all in their homes for their children. While low-income 
children have, on average, four children’s books in their homes, a team of researchers concluded that nearly two-thirds of 
the low-income families they studied owned no books for their children (US Dept. of Education, 1996). 

“We are thrilled to partner with Hello Sunshine. Sara’s energy and desire to improve the lives of our youth by encouraging 
reading is critical to their development and future success”, says Jason Zimmerman, President of the Minot Area 
Community Foundation. 

Contributions to the “Hello Sunshine Ice Cream & Books” pass-through funds can be sent to the Minot Area Community 
Foundation or donate online at www.centerforcommunitygiving.com/give.
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CORNERSTONE BANK WELCOMES BRIAN GRAVE
Brian Grave has joined Cornerstone Bank as the Senior Vice President/Chief Financial Officer in 
Fargo. He brings over 25 years of accounting experience and 23 of those years are in the financial 
services industry.

Originally, from Pequot Lakes, Minnesota, Grave graduated from the University of Minnesota, 
Duluth with a degree in Accounting. He currently resides in West Fargo with his wife, two kids and 
their three pets. In his spare time, Grave enjoys spending time with family, traveling, reading, and 
riding his motorcycle.

Grave values his role as a neighbor and contributor and has been very involved with many 
community organizations including the Fargo Lions Club and Lions Club International, The 
Village Family Service Center, United Way and Prairie Public Radio.

“I am pleased to welcome Brian to the Cornerstone Bank Team,” says President/CEO Jeff Thomas. “His broad experience 
in various aspects of financial services is a great fit with our growing organization.”

Cornerstone Holding Company, based in North Dakota, is the parent company of Cornerstone Bank. One of North 
Dakota’s ten largest financial institutions, Cornerstone Bank has 11 locations in North and South Dakota. Cornerstone 
Bank provides an expansive product offering while staying true to their mission of providing access to financial experts 
who give straight answers and the best possible financial options.

MINOT WALK TO END 
ALZHEIMER'S SET FOR 
AUGUST 27
Held annually in more than 600 communities 
nationwide, the Alzheimer's Association Walk to 
End Alzheimer's® is the world's largest fundraiser 
for Alzheimer's care, support and research. This 
inspiring event calls on participants of all ages and 
abilities to join the fight against the disease.

While there is no fee to register for Walk, all participants are encouraged to raise critical funds that allow the Alzheimer’s 
Association to provide 24/7 care and support and advance research toward methods of prevention, treatment and, 
ultimately, a cure.

The Alzheimer's Association leads the way to end Alzheimer's and all other dementia — by accelerating global research, 
driving risk reduction and early detection, and maximizing quality care and support. We’re walking to support a world 
without Alzheimer’s and all other dementia and we invite you to join us!

Event Time & Date: 
 Start Date/Time: Sat. August 27 at 9 am
 End Date/Time: Sat. August 27 at 1 pm 

Venue/Location: Oak Park

Event Website: https://act.alz.org/minot

Event Cost: Free!

Brian Grave
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HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=ABNT2BLM53K&T=3S

ST. JOSEPH’S COMMUNITY HEALTH FOUNDATION 
AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS
GIVES $16,900 TO MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS  
St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation (SJCHF) is pleased to announce the 2022 recipients of nine scholarships 
totaling $16,900.  Each year SJCHF awards scholarships to Minot State University (MSU) students in the fields of 
Nursing, Communication Disorders and Social 
Work.  Students are selected by the MSU faculty 
in each of the areas of study based on academic 
achievement and other determining factors.  

“SJCHF awards scholarships to recognize students 
choosing to have a career in the fields of nursing, 
communication disorders and social work,” said 
Shelly Weppler, SJCHF President. “It has been a 
pleasure to meet the students and see how much 
these scholarships impact their ability to focus on 
their studies and future.”

This year’s MSU Nursing Scholarships have been 
awarded to Tea Boeckel, Patricia Brewer, Nolan 
Compere, Madison Fried, Kimberly Knispel, 
Laura Peters, and Brook Scheresky.  The MSU 
Communication Disorders Scholarship has been 
award to Nadya Keenan, and the MSU Social Work 
Scholarship to Felicia Tart. 

St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation is an 
independent 501(c)(3) public charity community 
foundation formed in June of 1998 with proceeds 
from the sale of a local hospital.  The Foundation 
has awarded over $11.3 million in grants to 
organizations for many worthwhile projects to assist with programs that address quality of life issues in North Central 
North Dakota.    

From left to right: Shelly Weppler, President SJCHF, Kimberly Knispel,  
Nolan Compere, Patricia Brewer, Brook Scheresky, Tea Boeckel,  

and Laura Peters
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SAVE JANE TAKES PLACE JULY 12
Volunteers from the Minot Community will read the names and ages of 485 children who were served by the NPCAC 
last year due to a crime committed against them. Because these children are minors and their identities must be 
protected, "Jane" and "John" will be used in place of their names. Our average client is a girl under 12 years old, sexually 
abused by someone she knows and trusts. Help us pay an emotional tribute to our children suffering from sexual abuse 
and other crimes.

Save Jane will take place on Tuesday, July 12, 2022, at the Oak Park Amphitheater at 6:00pm

This event is free to the public, donations will be accepted. 

Ways You Can Help:

Sign Up to Read Names
Volunteering to read names is open to all ages and volunteers will read about ten names at a time. Sign up by emailing 
Christal Halseth at christal@northernplainscac.org. 

Purchase a Save Jane Yard Sign
Join our Everyday Heros in Ward and surrounding counties while bringing hope and healing to the children we serve by 
placing Save Jane signs in the yards of your friends and neighbors! Follow us on Facebook for more information.

Purchase a Moose Hunting License Raffle Ticket
We still have moose tickets available!   Quantity limitations for purchase will be removed on June 12th. Winner will be 
drawn at the event.  Topurchase a raffle ticket contact Christal Halseth at christal@northernplainscac .org.

Donate
All NPCAC services are provided free of charge to children and their caregivers.  We rely heavily upon donations to maintain 
our programs . You can donate at www.northemplainscac.org/support-our-work/donate/

4 BEARS PAYS OUT SECOND LARGEST JACKPOT IN STATE 
HISTORY
ONE LUCKY WINNER TAKES HOME 1.6 MILLION DOLLARS
A lucky slots player at 4 Bears Casino and Lodge hit a jackpot totaling more than $1.6 million. The player, Elton 
Spotted Horse from Mandaree, North Dakota won $1,668,961.83 while playing Dancing Drums Explosion — a 
game created by Las Vegas-based, cross-platform games and entertainment leader Light & Wonder, Inc.  

Mr. Spotted Horse won the million-dollar jackpot over the weekend by matching three Explosion symbols in the Fu 
Babies bonus on a $5.88 bet. “We are happy to be part of Elton’s winnings and congratulate him,” said Scott Wilson, 
General Manager at 4 Bears Casino and Lodge. “You are offered the highest jackpots at casinos. We recommend 
being a part of our Players Club, therefore you get more perks for play and get the most out of your gambling 
experience.”

Playing at 4 Bears Casino you have the opportunity to increase your chances of winning. For example, you make 
more money at the casino rather than playing e-tabs. We invite anyone who enjoys e-tabs to come to 4 Bears Casino 
& Lodge for Vegas style gambling, endless amenities and the opportunity to win large jackpots.

To learn more about 4 Bears Casino and Lodge, visit 4bearscasino.com. For more information on Light & Wonder 
and Dancing Drums Explosion, visit lnw.com.
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AIRLINE TRAVELERS WILL NEED REAL ID BY MAY 2023
Airline travelers at the Minot International Airport will soon need to show a driver’s license or identification card 
with a yellow star on it, indicating that it is a REAL ID-compliant credential. 

The new REAL IDs will be required starting May 3, 2023. Recent statistics show that approximately 50 percent of 
eligible North Dakotans have not yet upgraded their driver’s license or government-issued ID card to the REAL ID 
version. 

“There’s a simple way to know if you have a REAL ID or not,” Minot International Airport Director Jennifer 
Eckman said. “If there’s a yellow star in the upper right corner, it’s a REAL ID. If there isn’t a star, you’ll need to 
upgrade to a REAL ID by May 3, 2023, in order to board a commercial airliner.” 

To obtain a REAL ID-compliant license, individuals need to visit their local Driver’s License Office. The Minot 
office is located at 2001 17th Street SE; it is open from 8 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Monday through Friday. All North 
Dakota sites are conducting operations by appointment only. Appointments may be made online at dot.nd.gov or 
by calling 1-855-633-6835.

 To obtain a REAL ID-compliant license, individuals will need to bring certain documents to prove U.S. citizenship 
and North Dakota residency. Required documents include one proof of identity, one proof of legal presence, two 
proofs of North Dakota residency, one proof of your Social Security number, and a current driver’s license.

 Passed by Congress in 2005, the REAL ID Act enacted the 9/11 Commission’s recommendation that the federal 
government set standards for the issuance of sources of identification, including driver’s licenses. REAL ID 
implements security processes designed to reduce identity fraud and is approved to board a commercial flight or for 
access to military bases and some federal offices. The REAL ID does not replace a passport used for international 
travel. 

Airport Director Eckman is making people aware of scholarship opportunities in the aviation industry.  Eckman 
says the Women in Aviation International (WAI) offers approximately a half million dollars in scholarships every 
year.  There are scholarships for flight lessons, engineering, A&P mechanics, dispatch, aviation management, 
type certifications, and more.  Eckman highly encourages everyone to look over and share with individuals in the 
community who are currently pursuing or looking to advance in an aviation career to look at these opportunities.  

The application process opens up online on July 1, 2022 and ends on October 12, 2022.  The details can be found 
here:  https://www.wai.org/apply-now

MINOT ASSOCIATION OF BUILDERS ANNOUNCE 2022 
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
The Minot Association of Builders is pleased to announce the winner of the 2022 Dana Ebel 
Memorial scholarship has been selected. 

Jayden Parkinson is a Senior at Bowbells High School and plans to attend North Dakota State 
University in the fall to major in Electrical Engineering. Jayden will receive a scholarship in the 
amount of $500.

The MAB is proud to empower the next generation of builders while remembering the 
preceding generation. Dana Ebel is a former MAB board member whose life was lost too soon. 
To remember our friend and colleague, the scholarship was renamed the Dana Ebel Memorial 
Scholarship in 2017 to honor all that he gave to the MAB.

For more information about the Minot Association of Builders, please visit our website www.minotab.com or call 
701-852-0496.

Jayden Parkinson
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TOWN & COUNTRY WINS TWO AWARDS
Town & Country Credit Union was recognized with two 2021 state level awards at the Dakota Credit Union 
Association's annual Summit awards banquet held in May in Rapid City, South Dakota.
 
The credit union earned a first place Desjardins Adult Financial Education Award in recognition of the credit 
union's efforts to teach personal finance concepts and skills to members and the community as a whole. The credit 
union provided financial education content in the media, as well as one-on-one financial counseling services.
 
Town & Country also received a second place Louise Herring Philosophy-in-Action Member Service Award for 
practical application of the credit union philosophy of "people helping people" within the actual operation of the 
credit union through a program or service that benefited the credit union's membership. When conducting a 
system upgrade that would benefit the credit union long-term, Town & Country did not lose sight of the immediate 
impacts their members would face, made authentic efforts to minimize those impacts, and showed genuine 
appreciation to their members throughout the process.
 
"I couldn't be more proud of our team's commitment to creating a positive impact in the lives of our members. 
Whether they are providing opportunities for personal finance education or keeping our members at the core 
of every decision they make, our employees are always trying to help our members," said Kalli Schell, Town & 
Country Credit Union Interim President/CEO.

Town & Country Credit Union has been positively impacting the communities they serve for over 80 years. With 11 
convenient locations in North Dakota, over 150 employees and a focus on continual growth, they provide meaning ful 
value to their more than 24,000 members every day. Membership in the credit union is open to anyone living within 
75 miles of Minot and 50 miles of Fargo or Kenmare. More information can be found at www.townandcountry.org.
 
The Dakota Credit Union Association (DakCU) is the professional financial trade association serving 69 credit 
unions that employ more than 2,200 individuals across the Dakotas. With more than 520,000 members in North and 
South Dakota, Dakota credit unions have assets exceeding $8.7 billion. In their mission to help credit unions succeed, 
DakCU plays a key role in growing membership and helping to provide service excellence to members from offices in 
Bismarck, ND and Sioux Falls, SD. For more information visit www.dakcu.org

From left to right: Jeff Olson, President, Dakota Credit Union Association; Becky Huizenga, Business 
Loan Assistant, Kenmare; Kalli Schell, Interim President/CEO, Minot; Fred Beuchler, SVP Business 
Lending, Minot; Kristen Solway, Assistant Branch Manager, West Fargo; Shannon Webster, SVP 

Marketing, Minot
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MINOT SYMPHONY SECRET GARDEN TOUR
The Minot Symphony Orchestra will host its 28th annual Secret Garden Tour and Vendor Store on Wednesday July 
13 from 4:30 to 8:30 pm.

This annual open house style event features 6 great gardens in the Minot area. On July 13th from 4:30 to 8:30pm, 
ticketholders can travel on their own to the featured gardens and spend time enjoying a variety of perennial 
and annual flower beds, vegetable gardens, yard art, and much more. The ticket includes the addresses, brief 
description, and a map to each garden. Musicians from the Minot Symphony Orchestra will be at various gardens 
providing music for your enjoyment.

This years’ event features the yard of Andersen’s whose yard is filled with a wide variety of plants and flowers 
arranged with interest and texture to create variety throughout their entire yard. The Dailey’s will host a guide 
to growing garlic presentation at 5:30 and 7:30pm in their garden where over 400 cloves of garlic were planted! 
Ticketholders can stop by and enjoy their timed presentations. The Hermann family spends countless hours 
enjoying their backyard escape! Their yard & garden is ALL things eclectic, it’s a collection of family treasures 
which have been turned into fun ways to showcase a love of flowers and the outdoors. The containers, art, & 
flowers are a mix of family favorites and new things they just had to try! The Sipma’s enjoy their quiet backyard 
oasis with a sitting garden enclosed by evergreens and an arbor with a paved walkway complete this idyllic 
backyard.

We are proud to partner with two local organizations to feature their gardens this year. Xcel Energy partnered 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to do seeding on 40 acres of land surrounding their SE Minot substation. 
The native plants benefit pollinators such as the monarch butterfly and honeybees and include a native seed mix 
featuring over two dozen types of plants ranging from western wheatgrass to purple coneflowers. This project is so 
important to the success and continuation of the plant life of our community and our Secret Garden Tour and we 
are proud to feature it this year!
 
Even though The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry Garden is 26 miles from Minot 
including 4 miles on gravel, we are excited to feature this massive garden on our 
tour. In the spring of 2019, Duane Brekke donated raised garden beds on his farm 
to The Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry so that a Pantry Garden could be developed. 
Cucumbers, tomatoes, cabbage, carrots, and squash are some of the vegetables grown 
in the six raised beds each 175 feet long by four feet wide (4,200 square feet) plus a 
melon patch on the ground of approx. 400 square feet. Last year, in spite of the heat 
and dry conditions, the garden produced 6,943 pounds of vegetables for the Minot 
community! New this year, a Wifi watering system was installed to help maintain the 
garden. Thanks to all the volunteers who make this garden possible!

The garden and vendor store on the tour showcases some of Minot’s talented artists 
with handmade art, wearables, yard art and décor.

“This is the perfect opportunity to stop and smell the roses! All while supporting your 
Minot Symphony Orchestra. Spend a couple of hours listening to live music while 
enjoying the beauty of Mother Nature and shop at the vendor store featuring local 
artists and vendors. I encourage everyone to visit all 6 gardens, the Lord’s Cupboard Food Pantry Garden is about a 
20-minute drive but well worth it! It is unbelievable and does such great things for the community! The tour will go 
on rain or shine!” said executive director, Ellen Fenner.

Tickets are available for $15 (cash or check) at Lowe’s Garden Center-1604 4th Ave. NE, Visit Minot-1020 S. Bdwy, 
and the Prairie Bistro & Gardens-9243 38th Ave. NW Mohall. Tickets will be available the evening of the tour for 
$20 at each garden. Children under the age of 10 are free. The event will go on rain or shine.

All proceeds from this event will benefit the programming of the Minot Symphony Orchestra, a university and 
community orchestra that aims to enrich lives by providing opportunities for musicians and inspiration to patrons 
through education and the performance of diverse orchestral repertoire.

For more information, contact the Minot Symphony office at 701-858-4228 or find them on Facebook at Minot 
Symphony Orchestra. The Minot Symphony Orchestra is a unique blend of student, community and professional 
musicians that has been performing in the Magic City for over 95 years. 
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There’s a positive movement going on in Minot. We’re rediscovering that our 

community is full of energy and a spirit for being a better place to live, to visit 

and to love. We have friendly and helpful faces, big ideas, a can-do attitude 

and fun things to do everywhere. Get excited again about the Magic City. 

Join the conversation and share why you think it’s #MagicInMinot.

M A G I C I N M I N O T . C O M

It’s Magic in Minot!
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July 2022 - Chamber EDC Meetings and Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4
OFFICE CLOSED

Happy 4th of July!

5 6
 

Ribbon Cutting  
4:00 pm   

Blissful Bee Smoothie 
Company

3514 North Broadway

7

Start Up Minot 
 powered by 

CO.STARTERS
8:30 am 

Carnegie Center

L. John MacMartin
Retirement Party

5:00 pm 
Grand Hotel

8

Ribbon Cutting  
9:00 am   
Scheels

2400 10th St. SW
 

9

10 11

Ag Golf Scramble 
11:00 am

Minot Country Club

12

Eagle Awards 
Presentation 

10:00 am
Chamber EDC Office

13

Board of Directors 
7:30 am

Chamber EDC Office

14

Start Up Minot 
 powered by 

CO.STARTERS
Networking - 7:30 am 

Carnegie Center

Ribbon Cutting  
Noon   

Sawyer General Store

15 16

17 18 19 20 21

Ribbon Cutting 
4:00 pm 

ND State Fair

22 23

24 25 26 

Agribusiness 
Committee serves 

Breakfast at 
ND State Fair 

7:00 a.m. 
Livestock Barn @ NDSF

Military Day at 
NDSF

27

Right Start 
Presentation 

9:40 a.m.
MAFB

28 29 30

31

Ribbon Cutting 
Noon

Let's Destroy It Rage 
Room 

300 30th Ave NW 
Suite B


