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Between large-scale petroleum activities, natural gas 
liquids feedstock opportunities, and wind power, 
Minot continues to be an advantageous location for 
businesses in the energy industry. Known as the Gateway 
to the Bakken, Minot is home to worldwide petroleum 
businesses. The oil and gas development in western 
North Dakota has brought many new companies and a 
lot of people, who now call the Minot area "home." The 
energy industry continues to grow and thrive in the 
Minot Area.
 

Business Retention & Expansion (BR&E) 
Minot offers an excellent quality of life for those in the petroleum industry 
and their families. Minot's thriving business climate speaks volumes about the 
success and dedication of the existing business base. The Minot Area Chamber 
EDC (MACEDC) works to preserve and strengthen Minot's existing primary 
sector businesses through the Business Retention & Expansion (BR&E) 
Program. The BR&E Program enables MACEDC to actively engage with 
Minot's existing primary sector businesses to ensure stability and long-term 
success. MACEDC serves as a resource for existing businesses by facilitating 
local, regional, state, and federal resources and 
connecting businesses with the right tools to 
address their needs. 

Energy by the Numbers 
According to the latest BR&E surveys, in 2022, 
Minot is home to at least 18 energy companies that 
employ at least 1,500 people. Energy companies 
are not immune to workforce development issues. 
There are currently over 100 unfilled positions. 
The last round of BR&E surveys showed the total 
annual sales at over $395 million. 

MACEDC Energy Committee 
The Minot Area Chamber EDC Energy committee 
is working to keep energy a vital asset for jobs, 
infrastructure, promotion, and the business 
community. This organization brings speakers 
and experts in the industry to work with Minot 
professionals and educate business leaders in 
Minot about the energy industry and its benefit to 
the local community. For additional information 
about the committee, reach out to the Minot Area 
Chamber EDC at 701-852-6000.
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Bakken API 
The Minot Area Chamber EDC Energy 
Committee works closely with the 
American Petroleum Institute Bakken 
Chapter. The American Petroleum 
Institutes (API) is the only national trade 
association representing all aspects of 
America's oil and natural gas industry. 
The mission of the Bakken Chapter is to foster a spirit of cooperation among 
those, directly and indirectly, engaged in the extraction of oil and gas and the 
communities in which we all live. Their signature event is their golf tournament 
held each year in September. The Minot Area Chamber EDC supports this 
event. This year we will be on a hole taking photos of each team. We'll see you 
out there! 
 

North Dakota Petroleum Council 
The Minot Area Chamber EDC works to support the work of the North Dakota 
Petroleum Council. The North Dakota Petroleum Council's (NDPC) purpose 
is to provide governmental relations support to the more than 550 companies it 
represents who are involved in all aspects of the oil and gas industry, including 
oil and gas production, refining, pipeline, mineral leasing, consulting, legal 
work, and oil field service activities in North Dakota, South Dakota, and the 
Rocky Mountain region.  
 
Minot is well represented, with several local business leaders serving 
on their board of directors. Kevin Black of Creedence Energy Services, 
Kent Kirkhammer of NewKota Services & Rentals, Brent Lohnes of Hess 
Corporation, Bob Mau of Eagle Operating, Inc., and Trent Wetmore of 
Enbridge Pipelines (ND). 

Senator John Hoeven speaking to the Minot Area Chamber EDC Energy Committee at 
a joint meeting hosted with Bakken API.

Kevin Black, Minot Are Chamber EDC Chair Elect presenting at the 2021 
Williston Basin Petroleum Conference
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Our members want to count on two things: that power doesn’t go down, and that electric 
utility rates don’t go up. Honestly, we can’t promise either. But we promise to do our level 
best to keep the electricity up and running while maintaining low, a�ordable rates. That’s the 
power of your local member-owned cooperative. That’s the power of human connections.

WE WANT TO LEVEL WITH YOU.
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COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 
INSTITUTE SET FOR THIS 
FALL
The 52nd Annual Community Leadership Institute (CLI) 
is set to start this fall. Twenty five Minot Area Chamber 
EDC member investor employees will take part in CLI. The 
8-week course runs on Thursday mornings, September 1 
through October 27. The course familiarizes the group with 
the City of Minot and all it has to offer and is a great way for 
newcomers to Minot to learn all about the community. "We 
have found that even longtime residents who take the course 
are amazed at what they didn’t know." said CLI Coordinator, 
Carla Dolan, Minot Area Chamber EDC Vice President.

The class is a behind the scenes look at what makes our community tick. Participants will learn about Minot Air Force 
base, economic development, education, healthcare and more. If you would like to sign up for the 2023 course, it fills up 
fast! Contact Carla Dolan at carla@minotchamberedc.com.

AGRIBUSINESS 
COMMITTEE DONATES 
MORE THAN $1,200 TO 
VELVA FFA 
The Agribusiness Committee was able to donate over 
$1,200 to the Velva FFA Chapter.

During the summer, the Agribusiness Committe raises 
funds hosting their Brag Up Ag Golf Scramble. They also 
serve breakfast for exhibitors during the Ward County 
Achievement Days and the North Dakota State Fair. 

The Agribusiness Committee analyzes agriculture 
issues as they relate to the local economy, and promote 
agribusiness by sponsoring events that enhance rural/
urban relationships.

From left to right is Agribusiness Committee member Melinda Goodman, 
Matt Benson, Gary Lucy & Jackie Larson. The students from left to right 
are Faith Howe, Reporter, Evelyn Seil, Historian, Rylee Carroll, Student 

Advisor and Gabe Lakoduk, President

Participants attending the first session held at Roosevelt Park Zoo.
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Brock DesLauriers 
SVP, Minot President 

(701) 837-2237

Kevin Vigested 
VP, Commercial Lending

(701) 837-2209

Brittany McCracken 
Treasury Management

(701) 839-2175

0274_01-22

3 Convenient Minot Locations
Arrowhead

150 16th St SW
(701) 839-2170

Broadway
1600 S Broadway
(701) 837-1600

North Hill
2150 21st Ave NW
(701) 837-2050

FIBT.com

Our focus, your success
Through economic ups and downs, FIBT is committed to the continued success of our  
area’s small businesses.Our business banking professionals are always available to answer your 
questions and provide solutions for any challenge or situation. 

It’s good to know you have someone in your corner. Give us a call today, let’s get started.

Mathew Jensen 
VP, Ag Lending 
(701) 837-2267

Ashley Hoerner 
Treasury Management

(701) 751-8565

Joshua Wheeler 
AVP, Commercial Lending 

(701) 837-2242

Perry Olson 
AVP, Business Development 

(701) 837-2210

Preston Phillips 
VP, Commercial Lending 

(701) 837-2221

Kyle Stephens 
AVP, Commercial Lending 

(701) 837-2256

John Drady 
Central Market President 

(701) 837-2208

Stacey Diehl 
SVP, Commercial Lending 

(701) 837-2206

Michael Larson 
VP, Ag Lending 
(701) 837-2262
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SAM GOODWIN SHARES 
STORY OF CAPTIVITY 
WITH WOMEN CONNECT
Women Connect was proud to bring Sam Goodwin to 
Minot as he shared his story of resilience after being 
imprisoned in Syria in 2019. More than 100 people 
listened to Goodwin's message, Wednesday, August 31. 
His message centered around embracing uncertainty 
in difficult times.

After sharing his story, Goodwin answered questions 
from the audience, sharing more details of his story, 
his travel advice, and how the experience has affected 
him and his family. 

A special thank you to the event sponsors: iHeart 
Media of Minot, First International Bank & Trust, 
Gate City Bank, Four Bears Casino & Lodge, Aspire 
Credit Union, Grand Hotel, Verendrye Electric 
Cooperative, SRT Communications, First Western 
Bank & Trust, Community Options Inc., and the 
Kiwanis Club of Minot who purchased 10 tickets for 
Minot State University students to attend.

 

11TH ANNUAL TRIAD SYMPOSIUM 
SET
Task Force 21 Minot will host the 11th Annual Triad symposium on Friday, 
September 23, at the Capitol Hill Club in Washington, D.C. This year's theme 
is "Modernizing Nuclear Forces to Meet Emerging Threats." 

This event is hosted in coordination with Peter Huessy, President of 
Geostrategic Analysis and Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute. There is a 
great line up of speakers and panelists planned, featuring key nuclear officers 
and a wide array of the top professionals in the nuclear business.  

For more infromation on the symposium, visit www.taskforce21.com.
 

Women Connect committee members  wtih Sam Goodwin.  
Pictured left to right: Beth Feldner, Michelle Wall, Rianne Kuhn, Sam 

Goodwin, Christel Laskowski, and Kathy Aas

http://www.taskforce21.com


7MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  SEPTEMBER  2022

NORTH DAKOTA'S UAS SYSTEM PLANS TO SERVE 
COMMUNITIES
North Dakota has a vision to be a leader of autonomous solutions 
that will transform and impact the people of North Dakota. Vantis, 
North Dakota’s system that will allow UAS, or drones, to operate 
beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) of a pilot, is the initiative to bring 
that impact to local communities.  For many local communities, the 
largest benefits for commercial drones require flight to operate BVLOS 
in order to enable package deliveries, infrastructure inspections, 
precision agriculture, and search and rescue. This technology can 
truly transform and evolve the way these activities occur today.

The Northern Plains UAS Test Site, the State organization that 
supports UAS and autonomous activity in North Dakota, has 
partnered with Thales USA to develop and implement Vantis.

Flight testing on Vantis is occurring in western North Dakota 
(McKenzie and Williams counties) with eight initial 
commercial operators, including those based in North 
Dakota, as well as others now establishing a presence in 
North Dakota. These companies and organizations will fly 
real-life use cases, powered by the Vantis system. Use cases 
include pipeline and other linear infrastructure inspection; 
perimeter security, road inspection; precision agriculture, 
electric utility inspection, search and rescue/emergency 
services; and small and large package delivery.

Vantis has begun the process of expansion to the Grand 
Forks and Fargo areas, followed by Bismarck and Minot. 
Vantis continues to be a huge success, thanks in large 
part to the state of North Dakota's innovative vision for 
the future of aviation. North Dakota’s Vantis program is 
interested in partnering with the companies and industry 
leaders that will bring the benefits of BVLOS flight 
operations to our communities.
Learn more about Vantis at www.vantisuas.com. 

Above: James Cieplak, Program Manager with Vantis speaking to the 
Minot Area Chamber EDC Governmental Affairs committee. 

Below: Senator Karen Krebsbach takes a look at Vantis technology.
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CITY OF MINOT HOSTED AREA PLANNING PUBLIC 
WORKSHOPS 
INPUT COLLECTED FOR ALTERNATIVE 
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The City of Minot hosted a final series of Area Planning 
Public Workshops as part of the effort to update its 
Comprehensive Plan. The three meetings addressed five 
identified areas of growth in Minot: Downtown Area, 
Flood Impacted Neighborhoods, Southwest Growth Area, 
Northwest Growth Area, and the Extraterritorial Growth 
Area. 

Topics of discussion included future opportunities for 
housing, businesses, and related transportation. Alternative 
development concepts were provided for public review and 
comment.

For more details on the 2040 Comprehensive Plan and the latest information, go to www.minot2040.com.

GRAND FORKS LEADERSHIP VISITS 
MINOT AIR FORCE BASE 
In partnership with ND National Guard Education (ESGR), ND National Guard (NDNG), and Minot Air Force Base, 
Grand Forks Mayor Bochenski and other leaders from Grand Forks arrived at MAFB to learn more about the NDNG's 
unique relationship with MAFB protecting our nuclear assets. Mayor Tom Ross, Brekka Kramer, Bruce Christianson, 
Harold Stewart, Rep Dan Ruby, and three representatives from Minot State University were a part of the group. 

The visit included a 219th Security Force exercise, lunch at JR Rockers with 5th Bomb Wing leadership, a brief from 
91st Operations Group, a tour of MAFB, and time with 91st Missile Wing leadership, including Col. Kenneth McGhee, 
Commander of the 91st MW.

http://www.minot2040.com
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CREATE 
AWARENESS 
AND BUILD YOUR 
WORKFORCE 
Don't miss out on your chance to showcase 
your business, industry, or educational 
institution's career opportunities to 1800-
2000 area high school & college students on 
Wednesday, November 9th!

Register as an exhibitor today at: www.
tinyurl.com/MinotExpo2022

Learn more here: www.
minotareacareerexpo.com 

GREATER NORTH DAKOTA 
CHAMBER'S  
2022 POLICY SUMMIT
GNDC invites you to attend the 2022 Policy Summit on Tuesday, September 
27, in Bismarck. This annual event brings together business and government 
leaders to discuss policies impacting North Dakota's business climate and 
address issues impacting our state's future growth. 

This premier public policy forum is a non-partisan event open to members 
and non-members of the Greater North Dakota Chamber. Attendees have 
cited that the event's success is due to GNDC's commitment to ensuring 
various views are represented on the presented issues. This is a hybrid event. 

Sign up here! 

SAVE THE DATE
October  

Business After Hours 

Sleep Inn and Suites 
2400 10th Street SW 

Minot ND 

Thursday, October 13, 2022 
5-7 pm

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
& ENERGY COMMITTEES 

JOINT MEETING 

Patrick Bertagnolli 
Executive Director of Job Service North Dakota 

Thursday, September 15
11:30 am

http://www.tinyurl.com/MinotExpo2022
http://www.tinyurl.com/MinotExpo2022
http://www.minotareacareerexpo.com 
http://www.minotareacareerexpo.com 
mailto:https://www.ndchamber.com/events/details/2022-policy-summit-272?subject=
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LET'S DESTROY IT RAGE ROOM 
300 30th Avenue NW, Ste B
Minot, ND 58703 
701-340-7866
www.letsdestroyit.com
Owner: Shaun Lewellyn

Looking to release some stress? Let's Destroy It Rage Room 
has what you are looking for, as you can take it all out on the 
items they have for you to get it out of your system. Minot Area 
Chamber EDC Ambassadors helped to celebrate their new 
business with a ribbon cutting during their grand opening.

WARD TITLE COMPANY 
1370 20th Avenue SW
Minot, ND 58701 
701-838-4000
www.wardtitlecompany.com

Minot Area Chamber EDC Amabassadors joined Ward Title 
Company to cut the ribbon and celebrate their one year 
anniversary. This full service, attorney owned title company held 
a customer appreciation event during the lunch hour.

OUTDOOR RECREATION AREA PHASE ONE 
4600 County Road 15
Minot, ND 58701 
701-857-4136
www.minotparks.com
Minot Park District

Minot Parks hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony with the Minot 
Area Chamber EDC Ambassadors for the completed first phase of 
the Outdoor Recreation Trail, a 1.75-mile concrete and earthen 
path through the scenic rolling prairie.

RIBBON CUTTINGS 

http://www.letsdestroyit.com
http://www.wardtitlecompany.com
http://www.minotparks.com
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August recipients of the Minot Area Chamber EDC  
Eagle Award Program are: EAGLE AWARDS

Tammy Smith
Aflac Regional Office

Jennifer Ramsey
REM-ND

Aaron Albers, DPM
Trinity Health Medical Arts

Jessi Erdmann
First International Bank 
& Trust

Nathan Stremick
Signal Realty

Chad Thuner
Huber Sprinkler

Beth VanDelinder
North Hill Pharmacy

Lynn Wright 
Border States Electric

Dr. Casmiar Nwaigwe
Trinity Health

Sabrina Schroeder
Ryan GMC/Buick/
Cadillac

Vanessa Clark
UPS Store

Wesley Elkins
SRT

Dr. Jessie Fauntleroy
Trinity Health

Thank you to Homesteaders Restaurant and Waxing 
the City for providing gift certificates for award 

recipients.

NEW MEMBERS
Cornerstone Bank

Grant Wentz, SVP Market President 
415 20th Avenue SW, Minot ND 58701

(701) 418-5500 www.cornerstonebanks.net 

Cornerstone Bank provides financial resources and expertise throughout North Dakota and  
South Dakota.

The Spot Pool Hall

Sherry McGlaughlin, Owner

(701) 852-7768 www.thespotminot.com sherry@thespotminot.com

Minot's only pool hall with billiards, darts and more. The Spot Pool Hall also has two event spaces 
available for rent.

http://www.cornerstonebanks.net
http://www.thespotminot.com
mailto:sherry%40thespotminot.com?subject=
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MEMBER RENEWALS
ALLETE Clean Energy

American Truck & Trailer

Automated Maintenance Services Inc.

Azurance Group

BeMobile

BNSF Railway

Brite-Way Window Cleaning, Inc.

Clarion Hotel and Convention Center

Coca-Cola Bottling Company  
High Country

Community Action Partnership 
Minot Region

Dakota Square Dental

Dakotah Rose Bed & Breakfast

The Difference - A Holistic Approach

Easter Seals Goodwill of ND, Inc.

Endless Solutions LLC

Enerbase Cooperative Resources

Fiberglass Specialties

First Western Insurance

Harry's Tire Service 

Hight Construction LLC

Hometown Radio Group    
(WGO/ZOO/SUNNY Radio)

ICON Architectural Group

JL Beers

Jobbers Moving & Storage Company

KeyCare Medical - Trinity Health

KLJ Engineering LLC

Larson Law Firm, P.C.

McGee, Hankla, & Backes, P.C.

Minot Area Council of the Arts

Minot Multiple Listing Service

Minot Optimist Club

Monson Dental Center

ND Division of Vocational  
Rehabilitation

Nodak Insurance Company 
Kelsey Holt

North Dakota State Fair

Northwestern Mutual

Paradise Spas & Motorsports

Pinkerton Animal Hospital

Pinnacle Financial Group

Roughrider Campground

Sanford Health

Sanford Health Equipment

Slim Chickens

State Farm Insurance - Paul Siebert

Taco John's

Tecta America Dakotas

The Title Team/formerly ND Guaranty 
& Title Co.

Thomas Family Funeral Home

Top Notch Travel

Wilbur Ellis Company

Wold Engineering, P.C.

MORE NEW MEMBERS
Sign D'Zyn

Dan Ternes, Owner 
215 54th Street, Minot ND 58701

(701) 837-1750  signdzyn@srt.com
 
Signs, banners, vehicle lettering, monument signage, and more! Call Sign D'Zyn for all your business display 
needs.

 

Home Instead

Marcy Lester 
1015 S Broadway, Suite 16, Minot ND 58701

(701) 852-2636 www.homeinstead.com  

Senior care services from Home Instead help to enhance the aging experience by providing practical support 
at home with a human touch.

mailto:signdzyn%40srt.com?subject=
mailto:www.homeinstead.com%20?subject=
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ASSISTED LIVING

MINOT

Elison Assisted Living of Minot provides compassionate care in a friendly, warm 
environment. We believe that life is meant to be lived as vibrantly as possible and 
we’re here to take you there. With individualized care plans tailored to residents’ 

specific needs, spacious apartments, robust lifestyle programming and 
chef-prepared, restaurant-quality meals, we’re dedicated to making sure our 

residents thrive each and every day.

Assisting your 
independent spirit.

(701) 581-1156 | ElisonMinot.com

Experience our community. Schedule a tour today!

3515 10th St. SW, Minot, ND 58701

Assisting your 
independent spirit.
Experience our community. Schedule a tour today!

#113 
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MEMBER NEWS
NORSK HØSTFEST ANNOUNCES REPLACEMENT ACTS: DIERKS 
BENTLEY AND CLINT BLACK WITH SPECIAL GUEST PHIL VASSAR 

Norsk Høstfest has confirmed replacement acts for Thursday, September 29th and Friday, September 30th.  Phil Vassar 
opening for Clint Black, a musician with one of the most storied careers in modern music, will be performing at the 
Norsk Høstfest.

 "It has been a tough go with two big 
names cancelling late in the planning 
process, however we are feeling 
confident that everyone will be excited 
to hear about the replacement acts 
we've secured," said Alexis Meyer, 
Norsk Høstfest Coordinator, "Our 
team is excited to finally announce 
the changes and we welcome Dierks, 
Clint, and Phil to this year's Norsk 
Høstfest in Minot, ND!"

Tickets for both Dierks Bentley and 
Clint Black with special guest Phil 
Vassar are on sale now at  
Hostfest.com.

MINOT Y'S MEN ANNOUNCE RETURN OF WILD WEST RODEO�
As an excellent addition to the Minot Y’s Men’s PBR, the Y’s Men along with their partner, 12x PBR Stock Contractor 
of the Year, are pleased to announce the return of the Wild 
West Rodeo for Special Kids. 

Last held in 2019, the Y’s Men look forward to once again 
featuring this premier event. A new partnership with 
Prairie Grit Adaptive Sports provides an exciting inclusion. 
“The Minot Y’s Men’s Organization has one focus; 
improving the quality of life for area youth through our 
support of Triangle Y Camp,” says Braden Bosch, chairman 
of the Minot Y’s Men’s PBR. “The Wild West Rodeo and 
our partnership with Prairie Grit falls perfectly in line with 
our purpose.”

Participants will interact with larger-than-life PBR bull riders, bullfighters, and Y’s Men alike as they try their hand at 
fulfilling their dream of being true cowboys and cowgirls. Contestants from Prairie Grit Adaptive Sports will participate 
with the assistance of a partner in eight modified rodeo events. The activities are a reflection of real rodeo events but 
are specifically patterned for children with exceptional situations. The events give the athletes a feel for everything from 
roping to barrel racing to riding modified bucking “bulls.”

“We are beyond excited about our partnership with the YMCA and the Y’s Men. The Wild West Rodeo is a unique 
opportunity our athletes have to show off their outstanding capabilities. The opportunity to interact with the top talent 
in the PBR is a once-in-a-lifetime chance for these kids,” says Prairie Grit Executive Director Krystal Butgereit. Each 
child will receive an official t-shirt, bandana, lariat rope, cowboy hat, and rodeo number. Upon completion of the 
events, each child will receive a rodeo trophy and a blue ribbon. A special opportunity to pose with their partner for an 
autographed rodeo photo to commemorate the big day will also be included.

The Wild West Rodeo, sponsored by The Hometown Radio Group – WGO, NDAD, Xcel Energy, and First Western 
Bank and Trust, will take place Saturday, September 24th from 10:00AM – 11:00AM, with check-in starting at 9:30AM 
at the Minot Municipal Auditorium. The Y’s Men’s PBR will be held on September 23rd and 24th at 7:00PM each night 
at the Auditorium. Tickets are on sale now at minotpbr.com.
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DALA DAY PASS

NORDIC NIGHT PASS

I N D I V I D U A L  C O N C E R T  T I C K E T S  A L S O  S O L D

SEPT.
28

SEPT.
28

SEPT.
29

SEPT.
30

OCT. 
01

SEPT.
29 SEPT.

30 OCT.
01
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MINOT STATE, FIRST WESTERN BANK & TRUST UNVEIL 10-YEAR 
NAMING RIGHTS AT HERB PARKER STADIUM 

The home field of Minot State University football and soccer is sporting a newly installed FieldTurf playing surface 
and has a new name as MSU announced a 10-year naming rights agreement with First Western Bank.

Starting this year, the Beavers home will be known as First Western Bank Field at Herb Parker Stadium.

“We are excited to unveil this new playing surface that will enhance the experiences of Beaver athletic teams and our 
individual student-athletes,” said Minot State President Dr. Steven Shirley.  “With the addition of the air-supported 
seasonal dome a few years ago, the turf now gets used almost every week of the year — not only by MSU, but also 
by many community and regional groups. First Western has a long history of partnering with Minot State, and their 
support of this important campus enhancement is sincerely appreciated.” 

“First Western Bank and Minot State University have had a wonderful relationship since the founding of the bank in 
1964.  Our founder, Jack Hoeven, was very proud of his involvement with Minot State over the years.  Our efforts to 
improve the Minot community unites us, and the importance of higher education in the Magic City is immeasurable.  
We are excited about this partnership and we are looking forward to many years of athletic excellence on the First 
Western Bank Field at Herb Parker Stadium,” added Brenda Foster, chairman, president, and CEO of First Western 
Bank & Trust. 

While this is the first time the field will bear a name, it is the second time the University partnered with industry 
leader FieldTurf for the surface. MSU originally installed FieldTurf as part of Phase I of the Herb Parker Stadium 
renovation in 2010.

Herb Parker Stadium also received updates in Phases II and III of the project with a ribbon cutting taking place May 
2, 2015 officially opening the press box.

The stadium is named after former Minot State football coach, basketball coach, and athletic director Herbert M. 
Parker. Parker was MSU’s head football coach from 1947-49 and in 1951, going 21-6-1 overall. He coached MSU 
men’s basketball to 175 wins over 13 seasons (1947-1959), including a 1948 Conference Championship. Parker 
served as athletic director from 1947-1959, then again from 1974-1976.
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MSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES 2022 GOLDEN 
AWARDS
 
The Minot State University Alumni Association announced four individuals have been chosen for the 2022 Golden 
Award and one individual will be honored with the 2022 Young Alumni Achievement Award. 

The honorees include Leslie Coughlin ’01, Jerry Helgeson ’69, Robert Mau ’74, and Mark Sanford ’61. The Young 
Alumni Achievement Award winner is Veronica Pinnick ’04.

Coughlin, Minot, is currently a member of the Minot State Board of Regents; Helgeson, from Winsor, Colorado, is 
the president of American Eagle Distributing; Mau, Minot and Islamorada, Florida, is the president and owner of 
Eagle Operating in Kenmare; and Sanford, from Grand Forks, is a retired school administrator who is currently a 
member of the North Dakota House of Representatives. Pinnick, Silver Spring, Maryland, is an integration and test 
manager for NASA.

The Golden Awards are the highest award bestowed by the Minot State University Alumni Association. Selections 
are based on outstanding service to the University or alumni association and distinguished leadership in the 
recipient’s career or community. The Young Alumni Achievement Award recipient is between the ages of 21 and 39.

The MSU Alumni Association will honor the 2022 class at its annual awards dinner on Wednesday, Oct. 12 at 6 
p.m. in the Minot State Conference Center. 

More information on the dinner as well as each award winner will be released later in the fall semester. For more 
information on the Golden Awards, visit the Alumni Association at MinotStateU.edu/alumni. 

then we’ve got a job for you!

not afraid to put 
the hammer down?

A-E Construction Management 
is hiring a full-time Construction 
Superintendent. If you thrive in a vertical 
construction environment, like to be the 
decision maker and own the process, 
are organized and personable, this may 
be the next step for your career. Contact 
Brent for more details or check out 
www.ackerman-estvold.com/careers

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

WWW.ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD.COM

AE
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NORTHWEST ARTS CENTER PRESENTS INT'L EXHIBITIONS, 
RECEIVES GRANT
 
The “INT’L All Media 2022” and “INT’L Paperworks 2022” will run through Sept. 16 at the Northwest Arts Center 
at Minot State University. 

The artworks submitted highlight this moment in time and happenings surrounding the environment, the human 
condition, power constructs and issues relating to equality and good versus evil, beauty and the abject.

This year’s INT’L exhibits will feature 44 artworks by artists from the United States and Taiwan. The pieces were 
selected by juror Sarah Justice, Great Falls, Montana. Justice is a figurative sculptor whose work focuses on aspects 
of the human condition, digging deeply into the emotional and psychological realms of human consciousness 
throughout time.

“For this exhibition, there were 187 all media artworks entered, yet only about 40 to be selected for the exhibition,” 
Justice said. “This process is difficult for me as the juror because of the quality and worthiness of the submissions.”

A closing reception and online viewing for the INT’L exhibitions will be held on Sept. 15 from 6:30-8 p.m., with a 
juror’s talk and awards at 7 p.m. Awards include Best of Show, Merit and Purchase Awards.

The art center is open to the public. Fall hours are Tuesday through Friday from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and Saturday from 
1-5 p.m.

In support of providing regional arts programming, the Northwest Arts Center was awarded an $8,285 grant by 
the North Dakota Council on the Arts (NDCA) in July. The funds provide support for staffing, programming, and 
operations.

Also, on display during the month of September is “Becoming American,” by artist and fashion designer Dog Kyu 
Kim. Kim, recently of Los Angeles, California, was named Best of Show in the “Americas 2020: All Media” juried 
competition.

Growing up in South Korea in the 1980s and ’90s and later emigrating to the United States, his solo exhibition 
presents mixed media artworks that explore his journey and what it means to be an American.

Kim will be at MSU for the opening reception of “Becoming American” on Thursday, Sept. 1, at 6:30 p.m. He will 
present to students and the public on Friday at noon in the Art Seminar Lecture Series in Memorial Hall, Room 
114.
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NAZE ADDED AS NEWEST MEMBER OF THE MSU 
DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION
 
The Minot State University Development Foundation announced Wednesday 2015 graduate Abbie Naze has joined 
the Foundation as a development officer/data analyst.

Naze, originally from Minot, 
previously worked for the Seattle 
Symphony as a sales representative 
marketing and selling concert 
subscriptions. She was also director 
of music and liturgy at Our Lady of 
the Lake Catholic Church in Seattle, 
as well as the orchestra director and 
adjunct faculty at Pierce College in 
Puyallup, Washington.

She began with the Development 
Foundation on July 25.

“Being an alum and growing up in the 
Minot community makes jumping into 
this position with the Development 
team so much more meaningful,” 
Naze said. “I'm really looking forward 
to connecting with the friends and 
supporters of the MSU community 
not just in town, but across the entire 
country, even abroad. The MSU roots stretch far and wide.

“We have a great team who really cares to continue maintaining and cultivating that support in order to keep 
providing this community with diverse and impactful experiences, both in and outside the classrooms.”

MSU Development Foundation Executive Director Rick Hedberg is excited to have Naze’s experience in the arts as a 
part of the Foundation’s team.

“We are very excited to have Abbie joining us,” he said. “She has deep ties to Minot and a real passion for Minot State.  
Her involvement in the arts community and with the Norsk Hostfest is a real plus.  She is extremely personable, and 
we feel very fortunate to have her joining the team.”

Naze believes her experience working in the music community will help the MSU Development Foundation reach 
new audiences.

“I am proud to come from a town and school which, from the very beginning, laid a very fruitful foundation for my 
schooling and career in the arts. The arts have a special way of connecting people through emotion, life-experiences, 
and a greater purpose, and in a very deep way,” she said. “I am so eager to find more ways to continue engaging our 
alum and friends in supporting these crucial opportunities within music and the arts. I think, especially during the 
pandemic, the arts not only took a hard hit, but they also proved to be a much-needed balm for all.”

Naze holds two degrees, earning a master of music from the University of Washington along with her bachelor of arts 
in music from Minot State.

Hedberg also announced changes within the Development Foundation to go along with Naze’s addition. Kate 
Marshall, who has been with the Development Foundation since 2004, was named director of foundation operations. 
Steve Lipp, a development officer since 2020, has been named director of development, while Jeremy Feller, a 
development officer since 2017, has added Beaver Boosters — the University’s athletic scholarship organization — 
and annual giving to his development officer duties. Janna McKechnie, the University’s alumni director for the past 
11 years, is now the director of alumni engagement.

Abbie Naze
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MINOT STATE DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION SETS RECORD FOR 
PHILANTHROPIC PRODUCTION
 
The Minot State University Development Foundation celebrated a record year in philanthropic production with a 
total of $11,694,555 supporting students in the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2022. 

The philanthropic production total includes $9.8 million in cash, bequests, and gifts in kind.

It was the second-straight year in which the Foundation reached at least $10 million plus in total production, 
surpassing last year’s then-record of $11,565,261. 

These dollars provide crucial support for increased access to education for Minot State students, lessening debt as 
students pursue their academic dreams.

“Minot State University and the MSU Development Foundation work closely together, and this year’s record 
philanthropy is all thanks to the incredible generosity of MSU’s supporters, alumni, and friends,” said MSU President 
Dr. Steven Shirley. “The Development Foundation at MSU is integral to supporting our students — both helping 
to provide them with important campus opportunities as well as helping maintain educational affordability. It is a 
wonderful partnership, the foundation of which is built upon the tremendous kindness of MSU’s donors.” 

The MSU Development Foundation’s total assets reached nearly $58 million during the fiscal year, more than 
doubling its total of $25.1 million in 2015. During that time, Minot State’s President’s Club — individuals and 
companies donating $1,000 or more in the fiscal year — jumped from 263 to 401. 

Minot State has also seen steady growth in funds supporting scholarships and programs with 432 total endowments. 
MSU has averaged 20-25 new endowments a year for the past six years, including an increase of 37 from 2021 to 
2022. 

“We can’t thank our alumni and friends enough for all that they continue to do in support of our campus and 
students. The impact each gift has is incredible,” said Rick Hedberg, MSU Development Foundation executive 
director and vice president for advancement. “These gifts make dreams come true and provide a brighter future for 
our students.”

Hedberg stressed the importance of setting up long-term investments and praised the work of the North Dakota State 
Legislature in supporting the North Dakota Higher Education Challenge Grant, a matching fund program providing 
$1 for every $2 raised by a state university through private donors. 

“The 50% match that the ND Higher Ed Challenge Grant provides is significant,” he said. “This program provides 
a real incentive for folks to give, especially in support of student scholarships.  Student debt can be a real barrier for 
young people and this program provides much-needed assistance for those attending college.  We are grateful to our 
legislators for continuing to support this valuable matching program.”

The 2022 fiscal year was highlighted by a record-setting Giving Day and continued increase in faculty and staff 
giving. MSU’s Giving Day 2022 in April raised $390,810.82 from 1,847 gifts, including gifts from 178 MSU faculty 
and staff donors. The University’s total faculty and staff giving percentage rose to 63%, up from 29% in 2015.
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MINOT STATE MOURNS 
THE PASSING OF DEAN 
FRANTSVOG
 
Minot State University is saddened to announce 
the passing of alumnus, professor, and longtime 
supporter of MSU, Dean Frantsvog, who passed away 
Saturday at the age of 47.  
 
His funeral is scheduled for Friday, Sept. 2 at 10 a.m. 
at the Minot State Dome. 
 
“Dean has been an absolute pillar at MSU for the 
past two decades – educating thousands of students 
in the College of Business and providing terrific 
support to Beaver Athletics as our Faculty Athletic 
Representative,” said Minot State President Dr. 
Steven Shirley. “I join the entire community of Dean’s 
colleagues at MSU, along with our students, alumni, 
and supporters who will sincerely miss Dean and the 
wonderful presence he added to the MSU campus. 
Our thoughts and prayers are certainly with Sara, 
Quaid, Cambry, and the entire Frantsvog family 
during this very difficult time.”  
 
Frantsvog was a business law professor in the College 
of Business over the past 18 years. He graduated from 
Minot State in 1997 with a degree in criminal justice. 
He earned his Juris Doctorate in 2000 from Hamline University School of Law in St. Paul, Minesota. 
 
Earlier this month, the Minot State Athletic Department announced Frantsvog will be inducted into the Athletics 
Hall of Fame in the Honorary Award category. The University will honor its Class of 2022 including Frantsvog 
during the Beavers’ Homecoming 2022 banquet Friday, Oct. 14. 
 
Frantsvog, along with his wife, Sara, American Trust Center, United Community Bank, and Vibeto Orthodontics, 
contributed to the Dean & Sara Frantsvog Academic Success Center, opened in 2018 in the Minot State Dome.  
 
As the Faculty Athletic Representative, Frantsvog also helped review and advise Minot State and the Beaver 
Athletic department on compliance and policy issues during MSU's transition from NAIA to NCAA Division II 
competition. He served as the department’s first FAR, beginning in 2010 until this year. 
 
During his years of service to Minot State, he was honored as the Minot State University Professor of the Year in 
2018, the MSU Board of Regents Faculty Achievement Award in 2012, the MSU Golden Award for Young Alumni in 
2011, and the MSU Vision 2013 Merit Award. 

Dean Frantsvog
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JERAULD PROMOTED AT TOWN & COUNTRY CREDIT UNION; 
EARNS RISK MANAGER DESIGNATION
 
Jennifer Jerauld was recently promoted to a new role at Town & Country Credit Union. 
Jerauld joined the credit union in 2019 and has quickly progressed through the member 
services department, most recently earning a promotion to AVP Member Services. In this 
new role, she serves as the credit union's internal expert on teller operations, plastics and 
new accounts while also overseeing the member service and plastics teams at our Minot 
Main location. Jerauld brings more than eight years of credit union experience and 13 
years of management experience to her new role. 
 
In addition, Jerauld recently earned her NAFCU Certified Risk Manager (NCRM) 
designation through the National Association of Federally-Insured Credit Unions 
(NAFCU). This designation signifies Jerauld's understanding of credit union enterprise 
risk management (ERM) methodology and NCUA regulatory requirements for risk. 
To receive this designation, Jerauld was required to attend NAFCU’s Virtual Risk 
Management Seminar and take an exam. To maintain her certification, she’ll be 
responsible for accumulating 16.5 qualifying continuing education units every two years 
or by retaking the exam.

NORTH STAR COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION WELCOMES NEW 
MARKETING MANAGER  
North Star Community Credit Union is please to introduce Kylee Lemieux as their new 
Marketing Manager. Kylee joins North Star with seven years of experience in advertising 
and marketing for a local agriculture equipment dealer. Kylee is originally from rural 
Wolford, North Dakota, but now makes her home in the town of Rugby. 

Kylee is a graduate of Minot State University, class of 2015, and says that she is looking 
forward to growing with an organization committed to its members and the surrounding 
communities.
 
“The people behind North Star Community Credit Union are incredibly welcoming and 
driven to help you reach your goals. The passion and commitment this organization has to 
its employees, members, and communities is remarkable to experience. I am excited to be 
part of this growing organization.” 

Jennifer Jerauld

Kylee Lemieux

MINOT KIWANIS MEMBER 
RECEIVES TOP HONOR
 
Kiwanis Club of Minot member, Joe Alme, received the Division 
Star Award during the district convention August 6 in Jamestown, 
ND.  The award is given to devoted members of the club who 
go above and beyond.  Alme is the group’s band leader and has 
worked hard to keep the band an important part of Kiwanis.  It’s 
known internationally as the only full band within Kiwanis.  Joe 
has been dedicated not only to music, but to Pancake Day, After 
Prom Party, and other service projects throughout the year.  
Pictured is Kiwanis Division 1 Lt Governor Karen Davis and Star 
Award recipient Joe Alme.
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ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 
DONATES TO TRINITY 
HEALTH FOUNDATION 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Trinity Health Foundation is excited to announce 
another community partner in the funding of the 
new Trinity Health healthcare campus and medical 
district Capital Campaign project. Ackerman-
Estvold has made a commitment of a $10,000 gift 
to the project.

This contribution will provide a $5,000 cash 
donation along with a $5,000 donation of in-kind 
architectural services to the new Trinity Health 
healthcare campus and medical district project.

“As a true community advocate, Ackerman-Estvold has again thrown their support behind a critical community 
project that will provide regional healthcare, jobs, and a healthy economic environment for the region,” stated Trinity 
Health Foundation Director Dusty Zimmerman. “We here at Trinity Health and the patients we serve, thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts for your continued generosity.”

Vice President/Senior Architect Ryan Anderson indicated “Ackerman-Estvold is proud to be involved in projects 
within Minot and our region. Whether we are privileged enough to start with a project from inception, through 
design and construction to the final product, or brought in as new pieces of a project are implemented, we are 
committed to being a resource and community partner. Whatever role we play, AE is and always has been a huge 
supporter of businesses and services being expanded to communities we serve. Trinity Health has and continues to 
be a huge part of our community and this new campus will upgrade the level of care provided to residents in western 
North Dakota.”

Trinity Health Foundation is in the midst of the Trinity Health healthcare campus and medical district Capital 
Campaign to raise $15,000,000 to support the $520,500,000 project. To date, Trinity Health Foundation has raised 
$5,000,000. Donations are being sought from regional and national foundations, corporate donors, private donors, 
and Trinity Health staff through fundraisers.

Construction on Trinity Health’s new healthcare campus and medical district is expected to be completed in January 
2023. Following that, a number of activities are required to be completed before
move-in including equipment installation that is required to acclimate for several months in the new environment 
prior to patient use creating an anticipated opening in spring 2023.

Trinity Health Foundation was established in 1922 to assist in the establishment of the Trinity Hospital. Over the last 
100 years, the foundation has been supported through the financial stewardship of individuals, families, foundations, 
corporations, civic clubs, and other organizations, with the purpose of significantly impacting healthcare and the 
quality of life in the region. Through generous donations, we are able to fulfill our mission of creating a system of 
care that provides the most significant impact on health and wellness throughout northwest North Dakota.
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TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION HOSTS GOLF FOR LIFE MEN’S 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
The 10th annual Golf for Life Men’s tournament was held Monday, August 16, at Souris Valley Golf Course. This 
tournament welcomed 36 teams and 144 golfers.

The Golf for Life contests included the longest drive, closest to the pin and longest putt. First International Bank and 
Trust generously donated their fully stocked tailgating grill for lunch; LBJ Texas BBQ catered dinner.

Congratulations to the 2022 Golf for Life’s Men’s Tournament winning teams
 1st Place – Zaun, Phillips, Brien, Anderson (Fredrikson & Byron)
 2nd Place – Verhey, Larson, Vennes, Laudenschlager (Dakota Square ARCO)
 3rd Place – Bosch, Yale, Bosch, Degenstein (First International Bank & Trust)

Tournament sponsors played an important role in the success of the 10th annual Golf for Life Men’s Tournament. 
Thank you to all our sponsors for your support.

 Towel: Vizient
 Water Bottle: First International Bank & Trust
 Golf Ball: Dakota Square ARCO
 Bag Tag: Mowbray & Son, Inc.
 Hole in One: Vaaler Insurance
 Green & Tee: Morelli’s Distributing
 Fairway: Boppre Law Firm
 Braun Intertec
 Bravera Bank
 Edward Jones - Mark Kohlman
 Executive Air
 First Western Bank & Trust
 Fredrikson & Byron
 Jerry's Repair & Alignment
 Team Rockstars
 Sand Trap: Bremer Bank
 Digital Technology, Inc.
 KXMC
 Vaaler Insurance

This year’s tournament raised just over $29,000 for the Capital Campaign for the new Trinity Health healthcare 
campus and medical district.
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TOWN & COUNTRY CREDIT UNION DONATES TO TRINITY 
HEALTH FOUNDATION CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Trinity Health Foundation is thrilled to announce it was recently presented a $50,000 donation for the new 
Trinity Health Healthcare Campus and Medical District Capital Campaign from Town & Country Credit Union. 
Representatives from the credit union including Kalli Schell, Interim President/CEO, Shannon Webster, SVP 
Marketing, Fred Beuchler, SVP Business Lending, and Jay Landsiedel, SVP Chief Financial Officer presented the 
check to Trinity Health Foundation Director, Dusty Zimmerman.

“At Town & Country Credit Union, we’re on a mission to positively impact our communities and improve the quality 
of life for our fellow residents. Access to high quality healthcare is one of our area’s most basic and absolutely vital 
needs,” said Kalli Schell, Town & Country Credit Union Interim President/CEO. “We’re proud to support the Trinity 
Health Foundation with this donation to their new Healthcare Campus and Medical District building project which 
will positively impact the quality of life in the Minot area for years to come.”

“We are proud to have an organization like Town & Country Credit Union in our community. This organization 
continually steps up when community needs arise. We appreciate the staff and board members of Town & Country 
Credit Union who continue to support community efforts such as the new Healthcare Campus, knowing the 
significant impact it will have on our region” expressed Dusty Zimmerman, Director, Trinity Health Foundation. 
“On behalf of our Trinity Health patients, staff, and board members, we thank you for your generosity in helping us 
to fulfill our mission.”
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TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES 2022 NURSING 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Trinity Health Foundation recently launched the 2022 Nursing Scholarship Program.

The annual nursing scholarship application period is open from August to November and is funded through the 
nursing scholarship fund that has been generously supported since its inception in 1995. As the country continues to 
experience a shortage in nurses, the scholarship has served as an excellent recruiting tool for potential students in the 
field.

A record number of applicants applied for the 2021 Trinity Health Foundation Nursing Scholarship. Of the 68 
applicants, 17 scholarships were awarded to nursing students throughout the region. Recipients each received $3,000 
scholarships totaling $51,000 in awards.

This year’s Scholarship application can be found at https://www.trinityhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/
Nursing-Scholarship-Application-104100-084-3.pdf. Contact Cody McManigal at 701.857.2430 or cody.mcmanigal@
trinityhealth.org with any questions.

Trinity Health Foundation was established in 1922 to assist in the establishment of the Trinity Hospital. Over the last 
100 years, the foundation has been supported through the financial stewardship of individuals, families, foundations, 
corporations, civic clubs, and other organizations, with the purpose of significantly impacting healthcare and the 
quality of life in the region. Through generous donations, we are able to fulfill our mission of creating a system of 
care that provides the most significant impact on health and wellness throughout northwest North Dakota.

AGCOUNTRY FARM CREDIT SERVICES DONATES TO TRINITY 
HEALTH FOUNDATION CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Trinity Health Foundation announced a $50,000 donation for the new Trinity Health Healthcare Campus and 
Medical District Capital Campaign from AgCountry Farm Credit Services. The check was presented to Trinity 
Health Foundation Director, Dusty Zimmerman, 
and Trinity Health Foundation Development 
Officer, Jamie Swenson, by AgCountry Farm 
Credit Services representatives Curt Van Dyke, 
Regional President, Todd Erickson, SVP Producer 
Marketing, Tom Henry, Director AgCountry 
Board of Directors, Bryan Ankenbauer, Director 
AgCountry Board of Directors, and Teresa 
Kjellberg, Marketing PR Specialist.

“Access to quality healthcare is a critical need for 
rural residents,” says AgCountry President and 
CEO Marc Knisely. “This project will provide first-
class service to farmers, ranchers, rural residents, 
and others in the region for years to come. We 
are proud to work with Trinity Health for the 
betterment of health throughout western North 
Dakota.

“AgCountry Farm Credit Services has been a tremendous supporter of the financial needs of our rural residents 
throughout North Dakota for many years. We are excited to partner with this generous organization to help them 
also support the healthcare needs of those residents through their financial assistance of the new Trinity Health 
Healthcare Campus and Medical District,” stated Trinity Health Foundation Director Dusty Zimmerman. “Trinity 
Health patients, staff, and board members, thank you for your generosity in helping us to develop a brand-new, state-
of-the-art facility so that we can continue to fulfill our mission.”

https://www.trinityhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Nursing-Scholarship-Application-104100-084-3.pdf.
https://www.trinityhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Nursing-Scholarship-Application-104100-084-3.pdf.
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BROADBAND ASSOCIATION OF NORTH DAKOTA (“BAND”)
ANNOUNCES NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
The Broadband Association of North Dakota (“BAND”), announced that they have hired 
Carissa Swenson to become the organization’s next Executive Director effective August 
8, 2022. Carissa will lead the organization in continuing its recognized history of success 
in representing the interests of the rural broadband and telecommunications carriers of 
the State. Carissa currently works as a consultant and broadband training specialist for 
Consortia Consulting where she has been employed since 2015.

According to Lorena Lambrecht, BAND Board President, “Carissa Swenson brings a 
combination of experiences, skills, and education that the Board feels will very specifically 
help us tell the story of our members’ many amazing, technological accomplishments in 
rural North Dakota. In addition, Carissa’s time on a cooperative board gave her perspective 
on the challenges we face. The Board is very excited for Carissa to take our organization into 
the future.”

Carissa, a resident of Bismarck, North Dakota, is a graduate of Dickinson State University 
and has a Master of Science degree in Instructional Technology from St. Joseph’s University. She said, “I am 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity and the challenge that the BAND Board has entrusted me with today. I am 
humbled to continue the tremendous legacy of my predecessor, David Crothers, in representing the rural broadband 
and telecommunications industry. It is an exciting time to be in our industry and I look forward to working with our 
dedicated members to ensure that our success continues.”

Carissa Swenson will replace David Crothers, who recently passed away after losing a battle with cancer. BAND 
acknowledges David’s great work and many contributions to the nationally recognized broadband network available 
in North Dakota today.

PROMOTIONS AT FIRST WESTERN BANK & TRUST
 
First Western Bank & Trust would like to announce these recent promotions:

Kris Lien has been promoted to AVP Information Technology Manager. Kris joined the First Western team at the 
Main Bank in Minot as IT Manager 5 1/2 years ago. They are excited to announce his promotion and look forward 
to his continued success with First Western.

Joy Springer has been promoted to Computer Tech I. She joined the First Western team in June of 2018 as a 
Customer Service Representative. Most recently she was a Universal Banker I at their Main Bank in Minot, ND. Joy 
graduated from Minot State University this spring with a Bachelor's Degree in Management Information Systems and 
is now a part of their IT Department.

Josh Berdahl has been promoted to Network Analyst in their Minot Region. Josh started with First Western in 2018 
as a part-time Computer Operator and in 2020 became a full-time System Tech. He is a graduate of Minot High 
School and Minot State University with a Bachelor's Degree in Computer Science. 

Carissa Swenson

Kris Lien Joy Springer Josh Berdahl
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ASPIRE CREDIT UNION DONATES TO THE BROADWAY CIRCLE 
PROJECT
For the last several months, Aspire Credit 
Union has been focused on supporting Project 
BEE and its mission. During the month of 
May, they hosted a Diaper Drive where they 
collected diapers, wipes, and other necessary 
items for infants, along with their ‘Donation 
Station’ where members of the credit union 
could make a monetary donation to their 
cause. In June, they shifted to a Toiletry 
Drive to benefit their Community Shower, a 
program where anyone who needs to bathe 
will be given personal hygiene items and a hot 
shower to clean up. Finally, in the month of 
July, they conducted a Professional Clothing 
Drive to benefit Project BEE’s Career Closet 
and we had an overwhelming response from 
members of the community. The Career Closet 
provides anyone who needs it a hand-up with 
an outfit for an interview or work attire.

As they conclude their 6-month partnership 
with this fantastic organization, Aspire is 
pleased to pledge monetary funds to their 
capital campaign benefiting the Broadway 
Circle Project. Mindee Kohlman, CEO of 
Aspire Credit Union stated, “Project BEE 
has demonstrated consistent and unwavering 
support for those in our community who need 
it most, and we are pleased to support their 
efforts with a $5,000 contribution to their 
capital campaign.” In tough economic times, 
families that need assistance can use a hand up 
and housing to fit their needs. The Broadway 
Circle Project will keep families together and 
safe as they receive help during their neediest 
times.

Liz Larson, Executive Director for the Project 
BEE organization shared “We are so grateful 
to Aspire Credit Union, and their members, 
for the last few months of support through 
donation drives, awareness, and now this 
capital campaign contribution. Broadway 
Circle will be the first resource hub of its kind in our community, including a family shelter, a soup kitchen/food 
pantry, and affordable permanent housing.” Project BEE was awarded a grant to get them started but it did not 
cover the total cost of the project. Larson has been actively campaigning for the additional two million in funding 
that is needed for this project. She continued sharing, “These funds will go towards construction expenses and help 
alleviate fundraising worry for our team as we work hard to complete this significant project.”

Aspire Credit Union, formerly Prairie Federal Credit Union has served the Minot area communities since 1937. A 
non-profit, member-owned financial institution, Aspire Credit Union strives to provide the best service, products, 
and rates possible to meet its member’s needs. Aspire Credit Union is a community-chartered credit union serving 
Bottineau, McHenry, McLean, Mountrail, Renville, and Ward Counties.
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MINOT AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION MAKES GRANT 
TO SUPPORT ST. LEO'S CATHOLIC CHURCH SOUP KITCHEN
The Minot Area Community Foundation has 
granted $42,962 from the Arnold I. Besserud Fund 
to the St. Leo’s Catholic Church Soup Kitchen. The 
grant will pay for the purchase of a new walk-in 
cooler and freezer to replace the existing ones.

The soup kitchen at St. Leo’s serves a community 
meal every Thursday evening from 5:30pm to 
6:30pm. The meals are served by the students and 
parents of Bishop Ryan Catholic School as well as 
other volunteer organizations of the church. The 
soup kitchen currently serves 100 meals per week 
and the number continues to grow.

“We at the St. Leo’s Soup Kitchen have been blessed to have such a generous organization in The Minot Area 
Community Foundation to donate a new walk-in cooler/freezer to allow us to continue to serve healthy meals to our 
friends and neighbors who attend our Thursday evening soup kitchen meals,” said Karen Feist of St. Leo’s Soup Kitchen.

The existing walk-in cooler and freezer units were outdated and unreliable and needed to be replaced. The cost to 
replace large appliances continues to increase and these items are necessary to serve the constituents of the soup 
kitchen. The Arnold I. Besserud Fund is a designated fund at the Minot Area Community Foundation that has a strong 
focus on soup kitchens, food pantries and humanitarian needs.

“We are very fortunate to have the Besserud Fund available to support the incredible work our local food pantries and 
soup kitchens provide to those in need. This grant epitomizes the intent of Mr. Besserud’s endowment are we are proud 
to do that in his memory,” said Jason Zimmerman, President of the Minot Area Community Foundation.

RYAN DOBSON TO SPEAK AT BANQUETS IN MINOT AND 
STANLEY
 
Dakota Hope Clinic, a pregnancy help center in Minot serving west central North Dakota, 
hosts its 11th annual fundraising banquets in September.  Ryan Dobson, adopted son of 
Focus on the Family founder James Dodson and his wife, Shirley, is the keynote speaker for 
both events.  

The first banquet will be Monday, Sept. 19, at the North Dakota State Fair Center, Minot.  
The following evening, Tuesday, Sept. 20, the second banquet will be held at the Mountrail 
County South Complex in Stanley.  For more information or to register to attend one of the 
banquets, people may call 701-852-4675 or visit dakotahope.org/events.  Reservations are 
required for these adults only banquets. 

In addition to Dobson’s message, attendees will hear a testimonial story from one of the 
clinic’s clients, share a meal, and have the opportunity to donate to the work of the clinic.  

Ryan Dobson is an advocate for youth, crisis pregnancy centers and adoption.  He and his wife, Laura, host the 
REBEL Parenting Podcast and speak around the country in churches, strengthening families and marriages.  In 
this work, they’ve watched as parents have become more and more concerned with the safety of their children.  In 
response to this, they founded HomeSafe, a church-based program empowering families with the strategies and tools 
they need to be willing, able and ready to combat the dangers facing families today.

Dakota Hope Clinic, Minot, is a charitable Christian ministry providing free and confidential pregnancy tests, 
ultrasounds, parenting education, clothing and supplies for babies and young children, and other support services to 
those who need assistance during an unexpected pregnancy.    

Ryan Dobson
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DEMAND FOR NEW MARKETS TAX CREDITS IN NORTH 
DAKOTA ON THE RISE
DAKOTA BUSINESS LENDING ALLOCATES FULL $30M NEW MARKETS TAX CREDIT ALLOCATION AWARD

In September of 2021, Dakota Business Lending was selected by the U.S. Department of Treasury’s Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) Fund as the first North Dakota based entity to receive a $30 million New 
Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) allocation. Today, they are excited to announce that they have allocated the full $30 
million award to four businesses across North Dakota and have, in such a short time, had tremendous impact on the 
economy and small businesses throughout the state.

“When Dakota Business Lending first applied to the CDFI fund for a NMTC allocation, we envisioned there would 
be a significant demand for these credits. However, it is evident that the demand for a unique financing program like 
NMTC is much higher than anticipated,” explained Steve Dusek, President & CEO. “Dakota Business Lending is the 
first North Dakota based financing entity to receive an allocation and we were able to use the full $30 million award in 
just under 11 months.” All projects done through the NMTC program must either be located a qualifying low-income 
census tract, be transformative in size or scale to the (re)development of a distressed area, and adaptable to the unique 
structure and requirements of the program.

In addition to $107 million of direct project impact and the creation and retention of 325 permanent jobs for North 
Dakota citizens through the NMTC program, Dakota Business Lending desired to maximize and spread economic 
impact by encouraging the “pay-it-forward” concept. Businesses assisted through the NMTC were asked to “repay” 
the kindness by passing along direct financial assistance and support to others in need, focusing on workforce 
development, advancement, and training to support the workforce and infrastructure vitality of the entire state. 

Dakota Business Lending has submitted a second application to the U.S. Department of Treasury for additional NMTC 
funds and is waiting for approval. In the meantime, they are seeking qualified projects and businesses who may need 
this financing program. Please contact one of the Dakota Business Lending loan officers with any questions or projects 
that come to mind and visit www.dakotabusinesslending.com/nmtc for more information. The organization looks 
forward to providing this opportunity and continuing to impact this great state.

TRINITY HEALTH AND MINOT PARKS LIFE JACKET 
PROGRAM AIMS TO SAVE LIVES
With summer winding down, many families will escape to 
area lakes in coming weeks. To make sure such outings don’t 
end in tragedy, Safe Kids Minot is teaming up with Brady 
Martz and the Minot Park District to give families easy access 
to life jackets.

Amber Emerson, RN, Safe Kids Minot coordinator, says the 
Life Jack Loaner Program is a community project to give 
families access to life jackets for short-term use.

“Drowning is the #1 cause of accidental death in preschool 
age children,” Emerson said. “I’m so grateful to see one of our 
municipal partners and a local business band together so kids 
can be safe while enjoying the water.”

Accessing the program is simple. Families pick up the loaner 
jackets at the Minot Park District office at 420 3rd Ave. SW. 
They fill out some paperwork and sign an agreement to return 
them intact within 14 days. The loaner vests, which range in size from infant to adult, are available free of charge, 
thanks to a grant from Brady Martz.

According to Emerson, the life jackets can be utilized for lake trips or pool visits and are available to Minot families as 
well as those visiting from out of town.
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JOHN STEWART, CPA 

701.833.8821 jstewart@srt.com 
 

FINANCIAL CONSULTING 
BUSINESS & PERSONAL 

 

All of us must rid ourselves of 
the illusion that we can buy our 

way out of the problems of 
today by mortgaging the future. 

 

    Edward Health 

  

MINOT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT EARNS AWARD FOR 
TRAINING
 
The Minot International Airport has earned a training excellence award from the American Association of Airport 
Executives.

The award certifies that Airport employees have completed training for airport-specific and continuing education 
programs using the DigiCast on-demand web-based training system, which offers employees more than 300 training 
videos on a wide range of subjects, including airport operations, management, security, customer service, human 
resources, and more.

“We enrolled in the DigiCast training program not even a year ago, so having our employees invest their time in 
completing various training sessions so quickly is a testament to their willingness to continue to learn and get better 
at their jobs,” Airport Director Jennifer Eckman said. “The DigiCast platform is a great resource for employees, and 
we’re glad to see their efforts have been rewarded.”

Minot staff members completed 482 training sessions in 2021. Airport Operations Technician Dave Draper was 
Minot’s top achiever with 102 completed tests, which earned him a Hall of Fame Level 2 recognition. Eckman said 
the training programs are helpful for new employees, but also for employees seeking professional development and 
those working to enhance their airline industry knowledge.

For additional information contact the Public Information Office at 701-857-4727 or by email at pio@minotnd.org.
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HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=ABNT2BLM53K&T=3S

CHRISTY MILLER NAMED NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AT 
SOURIS VALLEY UNITED WAY
 
Congratulations to Christy Miller on her promotion to Executive Director for Souris Valley 
United Way (SVUW). The board voted unanimously to confirm Christy Miller as Executive 
Director and expressed their confidence in her vision, passion, and experience to help further 
the work the organization does in the Souris Valley United Way area.

A Minot native, Christy has been serving the Minot community for many years in different 
capacities. She is a proud mom of 3, with her youngest attending Minot High. She joined 
SVUW in April of 2020 as an Outreach Coordinator and has focused on fundraising and 
building solid relationships with SVUW partner agencies and donors.

Christy has found many successes in this capacity, despite all the struggles and uncertainties 
during COVID. Christy left the fitness industry after 10 years to join the non-profit sector, 
bringing her passion for helping people and strong management background. Christy has also 
served on the YWCA board and was the former President
of their Board of Directors. 

Rich Berg, current Executive Director, has announced his retirement. Berg has been with 
SVUW for 5 years in his current role and will be leaving at the end of January 2023. During 
this time, Rich has focused heavily on hunger issues and expanding outreach to surrounding 
rural areas. He has expanded the Backpack Buddies program in Minot to include 7 elementary 
schools, Jim Hill Middle School, and Souris River Campus. 

The Board of Directors salutes and thanks Rich for his years of service to the Minot 
community and commends the difference he has made in people’s lives. We wish him nothing 
but the best in his retirement. Every year, local agencies apply for partnership with Souris 
Valley United Way and undergo extensive interviews conducted by a team of local volunteers. 
Agencies that meet our guidelines are granted a portion of the funds raised during our annual 
United Way campaign. Food, shelter, health and wellness, dignity, self-worth, independence, 
and companionship are just some of the needs we help meet in our community.

Christy Miller

Rich Berg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABnT2BlM53k&t=3s
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

5:00-8:30 PM

TICKETS $60

Scan QR Code for Tickets or visit 
Minot Downtown Business & 

Professional Association Facebook page

TROLL 
STROLL

Beer & Wine Walk

DAKOTA BUSINESS LENDING WELCOMES 
MICHAELA SCHELL
Dakota Business Lending is pleased to welcome Michaela Schell to their team as its 
Entrepreneurial Development Director. Based out of the Fargo office, Schell will be working 
to develop, manage, and deliver new and innovative small business lending programs and 
resources for Dakota Business Lending’s entire service area.  

Schell has a master’s degree in Communications and has spent the past ten years working 
in the business world, particularly in Grand Forks and Fargo. She founded Live Unlimited 
Training & Events in Fargo, is an Elite Level V Leader for the nationwide Rodan + Fields, and 
is heavily involved in local organizations such as Fargo Mom. Schell has joined the Dakota 
Business Lending team to use her program development, strategic development, sales/
marketing, and leadership skills to assist the organization with the development and implementation of several new 
programs and resources. She is a wife, mom of three, yoga instructor, and loves to spend her free time outdoors, 
hiking, reading, or throwing pottery. 

Michaela Schell
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Starting Your Business 
      

 Getting Started—Writing your Business Plan 
 Knowing Your Numbers to Project Budgets and Cash Flow 

 What Banks Need to Know., and Common Pitfalls. 

 
Minot State University, Third Floor — Pre-Registration Required 
Old Main Slaaten Business Center $10 Payable to SCORE 
For more information contact:  1925 South Broadway, Suite #2  
Ch.admin0365@scorevolunteer.org Minot ND 58701  Limited to 25 
                    
 *Please include Name, phone, email and check payable to SCORE. 
 
5:30 - Registration, Social and Intro to SCORE Resources   
 
6:00 – Getting Started – We will walk through the purpose/ importance of a plan 
and the areas that should be addressed to be prepared for loan consideration and 
in conjunction with SBA – Mary Beth Votava, ND SBDC Center Director 
 
6:25 – Know Your Numbers - How to build your proforma/budget and financials, 
why they are important. What is a cash flow cycle? How do I monitor cash flow? - 
Marlys Magnuson, CPA 
 
7:15 – Refreshment Break—  
 
7:30 – Banking Today – What are banks going to ask for when I need a loan? 
What are common pitfalls for new business and borrowing money?- Tanner and 
Rebecca from US Bank 
 
8:00—8:30 Social  Q & A with SCORE Mentors   
Network with SCORE volunteers, Marlys Magnuson, CPA, US Bank Representa-
tives, Mary Beth with SBDC, and participants.   
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Monthly interactive learning workshops presented by:

In events of this nature, views and opinions that are not necessarily those of the SBA may be expressed. SBA’s cooperation does not constitute or imply 
endorsement of any opinions, products and/or services. All of the SBA’s programs and services are provided to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

Reasonable arrangements for persons with disabilities will be made, if requested at least two weeks in advance. Contact 701.777.3700/dakotasvboc@und.edu

Sept 13, 2022
3:30 - 4:30 pm

Registration: tinyurl.com/mrxzzm2t

Offering Quality Products & 
Making a Profit - for Restaurants

This webinar will focus on how 
restaurants can actively strive to offer 
high-quality products while achieving 
profitability goals. There will be many 
takeaways from attending this webinar.

Presented by: Ken Myers & Steve Moser 
with SCORE Grand Forks.

Aug 9, 2022
3:30 - 4:30 pm

This workshop will provide you up to 
date information regarding employer 
options for developing and maintaining 
affordable employee benefits packages 
as well as compliance guidance on the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act.

Presented by: Sheyna Weisenburger with 
Stroh Associates.

Registration: tinyurl.com/5fh6bx8b Registration: tinyurl.com/yckw9kxr

usiness
uilders

Small Business Benefits Packages

Stay tuned for details about future events!

An Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship

Find links for all upcoming sessions and previous recordings at ndsbdc.org/on-demand

Is Entrepreneurship for you? Join WC MN 
SBDC Consultant, Shannon Berns as she 
talks about the commonly confused roles 
of entrepreneur vs. freelancer. Shannon 
will walk you through an overview of 
what’s needed to be a true entrepreneur so 
that you can decide if you’re ready to take 
the next step.

Presented by: Shannon Berns with West 
Central  MN SBDC.

July 12, 2022
3:30 - 4:30 pm
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There’s a positive movement going on in Minot. We’re rediscovering that our 

community is full of energy and a spirit for being a better place to live, to visit 

and to love. We have friendly and helpful faces, big ideas, a can-do attitude 

and fun things to do everywhere. Get excited again about the Magic City. 

Join the conversation and share why you think it’s #MagicInMinot.

M A G I C I N M I N O T . C O M

It’s Magic in Minot!



MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  SEPTEMBER 2022 37

September 2022 - Chamber EDC Meetings and Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Community 
Leadership  

Institute (CLI) 
8:30 a.m. 

Roosevelt Park Zoo 
 

Military Affairs 
Committee 

Noon 
Grand Hotel

2
Ribbon Cutting 

10:00 a.m. 
Edward Jones
Kayla Goetz 

2050 36th Avenue SW, 
Suite 101

2

4 5
Labor Day

Office Closed

6 7
 

8
Start Up Minot  

Networking 
7:30 a.m. 

Carnegie Center

Start Up Minot 
Academy 

8:30 a.m. 
Carnegie Center

CLI-MAFB 
8:30 a.m. 

Minot Air Force Base

9
Ambassador 
 Committee 

7:30 a.m.
Broadway Bean and Bagel

Infrastructure  
Committee 

7:30 a.m. 
Homesteaders Restaurant

API Golf Scramble 
8:00 a.m. 

Souris Valley Golf Course

Ribbon cutting 
11:00 a.m. 
Asha Mims  

Country Financial 
1821 Burdick Expressway 

West, Suite 1

10

11 12 13
Eagle Awards  
Presentation 

10:00 a.m. 
Chamber EDC Office

14
Board of Directors 

7:30 a.m. 
Chamber EDC Office

15
CLI - Healthcare 

8:30 a.m. 
Trinity Health Riverside

Start Up Minot 
Academy 

8:30 a.m. 
Carnegie Center

Governmental 
Affairs/ Energy 

Committees 
11:30 a.m. 

Job Service ND

16 17
MSU Energy  
Game Day 

1:00 pm 
MSU Herb Parker Stadium

18 19 20 21 22
CLI - Leadership 

8:30 a.m. 
MSU Wellness Center

Start Up Minot 
Academy 

8:30 a.m. 
Carnegie Center 

Business After Hours 
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Y's Men's PBR  

Minot Auditorium

23
Task Force 21 11th 

Annual Nuclear Triad 
Symposium 
Washington, DC

24

25 26 27 28
Right Start  

Presentation 
9:40 a.m. 

MAFB

29
Start Up Minot 

Academy 
8:30 a.m. 

Carnegie Center

30


