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The support and focus on entrepreneurs is reaching new heights in the Minot 
region, thanks in part to the Start Up Minot efforts currently underway. Those 
efforts include speaking engagements, networking opportunities and small group 
sessions to learn from high-profile entrepreneurs with ties to the region, who have 
a passion for giving back to fellow big-thinkers. 

Since its inception in January 2022, Start Up Minot has held monthly business 
showcase/networking events at the Carnegie Center on the second Thursday 
of every month at 7:30 a.m. The most recent gathering netted 75 attendees, all 
interested in hearing from Dorothy “Dot” Henke about her start-up journey 
in forming Dot’s Pretzels, growing the company within the Velva footprint, 
expanding across the country, and eventually selling Dot’s Pretzels LLC to 
industry-leading snack company, Hershey.

At the presentation, Dot was upfront with her encouragement and insights. Those 
included putting together a list of pros and cons before making any big company 
decision, looking for feedback from your customers and your employees when it 
comes to new or existing products, and to stay focused on what matters the most.
 
“I told my employees many, many times – when it comes to growing a successful company it’s about baby steps in the 
right direction. Make a list of pros/cons for every decision and 
then to continue to build your company, and in order to do that 
well, you need five things: Passion, Professionalism, Versatility, 
Engagement, and Authenticity,” said Dorothy “Dot” Henke, 
founder of Dot’s Pretzels.

Along with passionate insights from entrepreneurs and a deeper 
networking organization, the Start Up Minot efforts also include 
a 10-week cohort-based course that works with students as they 
go through business plan-based learning modules designed for 
new companies, existing companies or anyone with a big idea! 

Past attendees of the course have said that they benefit the most 
from the camaraderie and connections made with other students, 
the review of solid Business 101 knowledge, and the guest 
speakers from the business community. 

“I loved hearing from our guest speakers, the broad array of 
topics covered, and the ability to dive in deeper if needed,” said Erika Kelly, 917 Interiors. “I have only started to explore 
the online resources, but found the provided course materials very valuable and such a great reference.

Continued on page 2

Dorothy 'Dot' Henke speaking to Start Up Minot.
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Some chapters were more 
valuable than others, and it 
was great to get an overview 
of all -- from identifying 
our customers to financial 
projections. I especially 
loved the connections with 
other "students" that were 
made. We all have such 
different business ventures 
but were able to bounce 
ideas off each other, learn 
from each other, and offer 
encouragement. It was 
energizing to hear that others are working through challenges yet still moving 
forward. Start Up Minot Academy powered by CO.STARTERS is definitely the 
place for entrepreneurs who are looking to be inspired and encouraged!" 

Guest speakers at the Start Up Minot Academy powered by CO.STARTERS 
course include local bankers, lawyers, and many entrepreneurs. The first session 
in January 2022 was fortunate enough to hear from Clint Severson, 2007 Forbes 
Entrepreneur of the Year and Minot State University graduate and his partner 
Conni Ahart, and the second session was able to hear from Dot Henke. 

“It’s great to see how much the business community from far and wide has 
come out to embrace the attendees of the Start Up Minot Academy powered by 
CO.STARTERS,” said Mark Lyman, MACEDC economic development specialist 
and chair of the Start Up Minot committee. “Thanks to the insights, feedback 
and connection with amazing guest speakers, and with each other as students, 
we feel that this new support for entrepreneurs and business owners in general 
is really off to a good start.”

The efforts of the Start Up Minot committee are designed to adjust regularly 
to the needs of the entrepreneurial community. If you have an idea on how the 
Start Up Minot organization can best support new and growing businesses in 
the Minot region please reach out to Mark Lyman at the Minot Chamber EDC. 

START UP MINOT

Start Up Minot is designed to invigorate, encourage and entice entrepreneurs 
in the Minot region to execute their business idea. The regional coalition of 
support is in place for start-up companies, anyone with an idea for growing or 
starting their own business, or if an existing business is stuck and needs some 
help. Start Up Minot is two-pronged, with a cohort-based 10-week class called 
Start Up Minot Academy powered by CO.STARTERS, and a monthly business 
showcase/networking event under the name Start Up Minot that will focus on 
sharing the story of new and growing companies while connecting likeminded 
business leaders.

A coalition of support exists for entrepreneurs and includes the following groups 
and businesses who help to lead and guide the Start Up Minot efforts: ND Small 
Business Development Centers, Minot Area Chamber EDC, MSU Severson 
Entrepreneurship Academy, Strengthen ND, Creedence Energy Services, Souris 
Basin Planning Council, Dakota Business Lending, The Good Talk Network, 
SCORE in Minot, private citizens, and others.

A Facebook page is set up to communicate information about both the Business 
Showcase/Networking event and the Start Up Minot Academy. Follow and like 
the page at www.facebook.com/startupminot. To apply for the class prospective 
students should go online to www.minotchamberedc.com/doing-business/start-
up-minot/ to fill out a simple application.

Zach Burdick of First Western Bank & Trust and Ryan 
Ackerman of Ackerman-Estvold speak to a  

Start-Up Minot powered by CO.STARTERS class.

http://www.facebook.com/startupminot
http://www.minotchamberedc.com/doing-business/start-up-minot/
http://www.minotchamberedc.com/doing-business/start-up-minot/
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JANUARY-JUNE 2022 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
EFFORTS
The Minot Area Chamber EDC presented a semi-annual report on 2022 Economic Development efforts to the Minot 
City Council and Ward County Commission in late July. Highlights from the presentation include the following items 
that have been accomplished, per contract and in accordance with best practices. 

• MACEDC is in the process of developing a comprehensive Economic Development Strategic Plan, including   
strategies, tactics, key initiatives, and performance metrics/milestones, to be deployed by end of 2022. In May, 
MACEDC Board of Directors moved to approve a facilitator of the strategic plan. According to the scope of work 
presented, a new strategic plan should be developed and implemented by Q4 of 2022.

• In what is a first for our region, the Chamber EDC hosted a site selector to tour our community and region. 
MACEDC hosted a senior vice president/economic incentives practice leader for Colliers International in June 2022. 
A series of meetings with city and state leaders as well as MACEDC Board members were arranged, and a tour of 
Minot and the Logistics Park of North Dakota (LPND) was given. Additional requests for information and ongoing 
discussions have occurred since the visit to see if Minot is the right site and fits the requirements to meet the needs of 
the site selector’s clients.

• As part of long-standing program, the MACEDC team is continuing to conduct Business Retention & Expansion 
(BR&E) surveys with primary sector and key businesses in the city and region. So far in 2022, 28 BR&E meetings 
have taken place with businesses covering the manufacturing, energy, engineering, construction, value-added 
agriculture and technology sectors. The information gathered helps to understand general business climate questions 
or concerns, ideas related to workforce development, and how businesses feel about various aspects of the quality of 
life in our area. MACEDC has the goal of conducting roughly five interviews a month. 

• A primary focus of MACEDC as it relates to primary sector business attraction, retention and expansion is related to 
the purchase and development of the Intermodal Facility at the Logistics Park of North Dakota to be able to sustain 
intermodal transportation from Minot to the Port of Seattle and Port of Tacoma on the west coast.  
 
The Chamber EDC has worked diligently for more than four years with all parties relating to the Logistics Park in 
order to negotiate the purchase of the infrastructure assets and land; to facilitate the expansion of the intermodal site 
infrastructure into BNSF Railway’s Gavin Yard and to facilitate a long-term agreement with the intermodal operator. 
The current operator of the Logistics Park is Rail Modal Group (RMG), who has been operating the port since 
October 2020. MACEDC has a 10-year lease with RMG, with the option to renew and/or purchase.  
 
This represents a major win for the state of North Dakota, as intermodal shipping provides economic benefit to 
producers, processors, miners, and shippers of everything from grains and minerals to industrial and manufactured 
products; all of these suppliers benefit from this newly created transportation option.  
 
For long-term sustainability and BNSF requirements, the rail infrastructure in place at the port is being extended this 
year to allow whole unit trains to be loaded. State funding has been secured for the rail extension into Gavin Yard 
from the current intermodal ramp. With all these various pieces in place the Intermodal Facility at the Logistics Park 
of North Dakota is set to be a long-term win for businesses all over the state.

• The Minot Area Chamber EDC partners with dozens of entities throughout the Minot area, the State of North 
Dakota, and at the national level to achieve objectives laid out under economic development. One example of a 
shared program would be Start Up Minot, a two-pronged community effort offering a cohort-based 10-week class 
called Start Up Minot Academy powered by CO.STARTERS and a monthly business showcase/networking event 
that focuses on sharing the stories of new and growing companies while connecting like-minded business leaders. 
Partners include Strengthen ND, ND Small Business Development Centers, Souris Basin Planning Council, 
The Good Talk Network, Dakota Business Lending, Creedence Energy Services, Minot State University, private 
individuals, and SCORE Minot. The monthly networking events have been successful, and the second cohort of the 
SUM Academy just wrapped up their course in early July 2022.

• In February 2022, the MACEDC Board voted to go on record supporting the use of tax increment financing (TIF) 
districts in the appropriate spaces as an economic development tool. MACEDC believes that this tool encourages 
revitalization through the growth, development, and re-development of areas while expanding the tax base.

• MACEDC continues to provide needed support to the MAGIC Fund Screening Committee including receiving, 
reviewing and conforming all applications with a primary sector nexus for the MAGIC Fund with a recommendation 
of disposition to the MAGIC Fund Screening Committee. 
            Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 

• The Minot Area Chamber EDC continues to address the workforce shortage by partnering with local and statewide 
partners in various efforts. In June 2022, MACEDC hosted the North Dakota Department of Commerce (ND DOC) 
along with RoleCall, a talent infrastructure agency. Their visit included setting up and attending various meetings 
including young professionals, veteran representatives, downtown developers, Visit Minot, and City leaders. A 
tour of Minot and all the exciting developments happening in the Magic City was also provided, and a roundtable 
discussion with a variety of businesses and organizations ranging in size and industry sector was held. 

• RoleCall is partnering with the ND DOC on the state’s comprehensive workforce talent attraction program, 
the expansion of Find the Good Life, and a new, first-of-its-kind relocation help desk. Their visit to Minot gave 
MACEDC the opportunity to showcase what makes Minot special and why people should consider relocating here. 
As part of the partnership and training, two MACEDC employees are Community Champions for Minot and our 
region. As Community Champions MACEDC is asked to personally work with any individual who passes through 
the ND DOC relocation help desk with a desire to move to this area of North Dakota. 

• MACEDC President | CEO chairs the Greater North Dakota Chamber (GNDC) Workforce Policy Committee.

• MACEDC President | CEO was invited to and attended the Childcare Roundtable discussion with Governor 
Burgum, Lieutenant Governor Sanford, and Department of Human Services Executive Director Chris Jones where 
childcare providers and business leaders from across the state discussed the impacts of North Dakota’s childcare 
shortage and explored ways to increase access to it.

• MACEDC and partners throughout Region 2 are wrapping up the research and community support portion of 
applying for the North Dakota Regional Workforce Impact Program funding. Governor Doug Burgum and the North 
Dakota Department of Commerce announced this workforce impact opportunity in late March. This allowed four 
months for regions to research the area’s highest workforce challenges and identify solutions that need additional, 
quick funding to have the highest level of impact on our area’s workforce needs. The partners identified the following 
broad categories as some of the highest priorities: CDL exposure/training, daycare infrastructure support, talent 
upskilling/training in healthcare, training/exposure at the high school level for in-demand job fields and family 
homeless shelter support. The application from Region 2 must be one single application that addresses both rural and 
urban needs and is due to the state no later than August 31, 2022. Up to $1.83 million in funding has been set aside 
for Region 2.

• MACEDC responds to all RFPs received from the ND DOC, with consideration to the requirements and if Minot 
can meet them. To date, in 2022, MACEDC has responded to one RFP on a large-scale project that realistically is a 
stretch for any community in North Dakota but could be a good fit for the Logistics Park of North Dakota.

11TH ANNUAL TRIAD SYMPOSIUM SET
Task Force 21 Minot will host the 11th Annual Triad symposium on Friday, 
September 23, at the Capitol Hill Club in Washington, D.C. This year's theme is 
"Modernizing Nuclear Forces to Meet Emerging Threats." 

This event is hosted in coordination with Peter Huessy, President of Geostrategic 
Analysis and Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute. There is a great line up of 
speakers and panelists planned, featuring key nuclear officers and a wide array of the 
top professionals in the nuclear business.  

For more infromation on the symposium, visit www.taskforce21.com.
 

http://www.taskforce21.com


5MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  AUGUST 2022

MINOT AREA CHAMBER 
EDC PRESENTS AT THE 
ASSOCIATION OF CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE EXECUTIVES 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
In July, Brekka Kramer, Minot Area Chamber EDC President
| CEO attended the Association of Chamber of Commerce
Executives annual conference in Indianapolis. Minot was
featured alongside Indy Chamber's regional talent attraction
and image marketing team, and Role Call representatives.
Kramer was asked to join the breakout session and share the
recent successes of the Find the Good Life ND program and
the first ND relocation story to Minot.

Find the Good Life is a talent attraction program that helps
connect those who are out of state with North Dakota
employwers who are currently hiring. Recently, the first
successful relocation was in the Magic City.

For more information on Find the Good Life, visit the Find
the Good Life website.

Winona Dimeo-Ediger, Co-Founder Role Call from Nashville; 
Tim Carty, Co-Founder RoleCall from Iowa City; Brekka Kramer, 

Minot Area Chamber EDC President | CEO; Joe Pellman, 
Executive Director, Regional Image Marketing for the Indy 

Chamber; Kate Pangallo, Director of Talent Partnerships for the 
Indy Chamber

FIRST FIND THE GOOD LIFE ND RELOCATION IN MINOT
Meet Travis (pictured left). He is our FIRST 
successful Find the Good Life in North Dakota 
relocation participant.

Travis inquired through our Relocation Help 
Desk at the end of June about making a change 
from his current city in Washington state. 
Travis was actively putting in applications for a 
job in the IT industry in other states when he 
happened to come across Find the Good Life 
in North Dakota. He was tired of the expensive 
cost of living in his current state and frustrated 
at not being able to find a good-paying job in 
his career field. Travis is a recent college grad 
who enjoys hunting and needs reliable internet 
to connect with his military friends since 
they moved away. Having a variety of excellent restaurants and the opportunity to live in a semi-rural area was also very 
important to Travis.

The Relocation Help Desk team connected Travis with Susan Ogurek from Job Service North Dakota, as well as Mark 
Lyman (pictured center) and Brekka Kramer (pictured right) from Minot Area Chamber EDC. Susan was able to help 
him tweak his resume and send him multiple job opportunities. Mark helped answer questions about the community and 
connected him with more locals as he wanted to get answers from real 
people instead of reading it on a website. Travis decided to move to Minot 
based on the helpful and proactive community that was ready and excited 
to welcome him. He arrived last week and started a position with ProIT, 
LLC this past Monday.

Travis said, “Thank you so much for recommending Minot. I am loving 
the area so far and really looking forward to my new life here!”

Know someone interested in making a move? We'd love to help. 

Visit North Dakota's Relocation Help Desk to start your path to the Good Life today: https://lnkd.in/gfX8kRRp

https://findthegoodlife.com/
https://findthegoodlife.com/
https://lnkd.in/gfX8kRRp
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UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ARMS CONTROL 
AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY VISITS MINOT AIR 
FORCE BASE
Warbirds and Roughriders had the pleasure 
of showing Under Secretary of State for Arms 
Control and International Security Bonnie 
Jenkins & Maj Gen Andrew Gebara, Eighth 
Air Force Commander & Joint-Global Strike 
Operations Center Commander, around the 
neighborhood in July.

Touring a static display of B-52H 
Stratofortress,  a Missel Alert and Launch 
Facility, and meeting with hardworking 
Airmen who strive to make TEAM MINOT's 
mission exceed all expectations, Ambassador 
Jenkins got to see why only the best come 
north. 

Task Force 21 was honored to host the Under 
Secretary of State and her team for a social to 
welcome them to their first day in Minot.

NDSU PRESIDENT VISITS MINOT FOR NDSU RESEARCH 
EXTENSION CENTERS ANNUAL FIELD DAY 
The North Dakota State University Research Extension Centers annual field days were in Minot on July 20. Field Days 
take place at the Research Extension Center sites across the state and feature speakers, presentations, and tours covering a 
diverse array of topics. NDSU's 15th President David Cook attended this years events.

Field Day began with a pest clinic featuring weed, insect, and plant disease specimens and the learning continued with 
various demonstrations throughout the morning. The group then visited the NDSU Extension - Ward County Office and 
toured the Towner State Nursery. 

A social for President Cook was held at Whiskey Nine that evening. Minot Area Chamber EDC staff and board members, 
local legislators, community members, and Minot State University President Steven Shirley were able to attend.  At the 
event, community leaders gifted President Cook a model B-52. 

LEFT: Left to right: Kevin Black , Minot Area Chamber EDC 
Board Member, Randy Hauck, Minot Area Chamber EDC Board 
Chair, David Cook, NDSU President, and Jonn Knecht, Minot 
Area Chamber EDC Board Member. Minot Area Chamber EDC 
representatives presented President Cook with a model B-52.

Dr. Steven 
Shirley, MSU 
President, 

Representative 
Jay Fisher, 
David Cook, 

NDSU 
President
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THANK YOU TO THE ND STATE FAIR FOR MILITARY DAY 
AT THE FAIR
Thousands of military and their families enjoyed a special day at the event, held Tuesday, July 26.  There were free 
carnival rides for two hours thanks to Crabtree Amusements.  There was a free lunch from the ND Stockmen’s 
Association, ND Beef Commission and ND Cattlewomen.  The Military Affairs Committee of the Minot Area Chamber 
EDC provided coupons for discount on rides and the bull riding championship.  All in all, the weather cooperated, and it 
was another successful Military Day at the ND State Fair.

AG COMMITTEE SERVES BREAKFAST TO HARD 
WORKING 
LIVESTOCK 
EXHIBITORS 
AT NDSF
Agribusiness members were up 
bright and early to serve donuts, 
milk and juice to the young 
people showing their animals. 
These livestock exhibitors have 
put in long hours preparing for 
this and other shows.

Members were happy to 
encourage the exhibitors who 
are learning skills for a lifetime.

4-H MEMBERS SHOW STATE 
LEADERS HOW TO PUT ON A 
SHOW 
The 2nd Annual North Dakota Leader 4-H Showmanship Event 
was held the last Friday of the North Dakota State Fair. The 
event kicked off with an opportunity for all leaders to explore 
the 4-H exhibit hall and place a special Golden Rosette on their 
favorite exhibit. This means that only twenty-four 4-H’ers across 
our great state received this special recognition. Following 
leaders from across the state were paired with one of the twenty-
four showmanship champion or reserve champion senior or 
intermediate 4-H’ers that represented six different livestock 
species. This experience provides a perfect platform for these 
youth to work on their leadership skills as state leaders learn 
how to show their animal. 

Our very own President | CEO, Brekka Kramer was paired 
with Isabel from Foster County and was honored to show 
Dumpling in the sheep category. Thank you to the NDSU 
Research Extension Center for the invitation and opportunity to 
join NDSU and Minot State University presidents, government 
officials, state legislators and all who participated in this event.
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ASSISTED LIVING

MINOT

Light up your lifestyle 
Elison Assisted Living of Minot provides compassionate care in a friendly, warm environment. 

Enjoy the city of Minot and its beautiful parks, art scene and annual Norsk Høstfest festival 
while being close to shops, hospitals and �ne dining.

We believe that life is meant to be lived as vibrantly as possible and we’re here to take you 
there. With individualized care plans tailored to residents’ speci�c needs, spacious apartments, 
robust lifestyle programming and chef-prepared, restaurant-quality meals, we’re dedicated to 

making sure our residents thrive each and every day. 

LEARN MORE! 
SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!

3515 10th St. SW, Minot, ND 58701
701.839.3320 ElisonMinot.com

#113 
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PERFECT DAY FOR GOLF DURING BRAG UP AG GOLF 
SCRAMBLE
The Minot Area Chamber EDC Agribusiness Committee held its annual Brag Up Ag Golf Scramble July 11 at the Minot 
Country Club. The event is a day set aside to honor those who are part of the state's number one industry. 30 teams 
participated in the friendly competition. A big thanks to Jackie Larson from Western Agency for her work on setting this 
up! Thank you also to our sponsors listed below, we appreciate all you do!

MEALS
First International Bank & Trust

Thank you to Hess Corporation for 
the use of your grill!

HOLE IN ONE 
Western Agency
 
BEVERAGE CARTS
First Western Bank & Trust
Optimum Ag Solutions
 

GREEN AND TEE SPONSORS  
Ag Country Farm Credit Services 
BASF  
Bravera
Bremer Bank
CHS Agronomy
Conservis 
Cornerstone Bank
Corteva
Finken Farm & Seeds, LLP
Genesis Seed Solutions
Gooseneck Implement
Hartland Mutual Insurance
Heartland Ag Systems
KMOT Ag Expo
Northern Plains Equipment
Peoples State Bank
Probitas Promotions
Renville, McLean & Powers Lake Elevators
Ryan Chevrolet
SRT
Syngenta/NK
Town & Country Credit Union
Town & Country Insurance
United Agronomy & Vision Research Park
United Community Bank
UPL
Western Agency
Wilbur Ellis - Minot
Wilbur Ellis - Sawyer

GOLD
Scheels
Verendrye Electric Cooperative
 
BRONZE
Westlie Truck Center
 
 
CLOSEST TO THE COOLER
Winfield United 
 

CLOSEST TO THE PIN
Hartland Mutual Insurance
Roen Harvesting
Winfield United

EGGS & ISSUES FEATURES VANTIS
The Minot Area Chamber EDC is bringing a new concept to our meetings.  Eggs & Issues features a topic of interest for 
our area on a quarterly basis.  During this first meeting, we will hear from Vantis and how North Dakota is unlocking 
the potential of unmanned aircraft systems or UAS.  Learn how UAS will improve lives and create opportunities while 
serving communities.  

Vantis will discuss the benefits that UAS can bring to a community and are seeking companies or partners with an 
interest in testing and operationalizing drone use cases. These conversations will help them understand where they 
should expand to support those operations.  

Join us to learn more: 

Eggs & Issues
Wednesday, August 17 – 7:30 a.m.
Sleep Inn & Suites – 2400 10th St SW
RSVP by August 15
Sponsored by Thales

http://www.chamberdata.net/webforms/RepLogin.aspx?dbid2=ndmin&logintype=EVT&evtid=467867
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First International Bank & Trust wants to be your partner in the field this 
harvest. Your roots run deep, just like ours for over 100 years. Thank you 
farmers for your countless hours of hard work to help feed the world.  
We appreciate your dedication and wish you a safe and rewarding harvest. 

BANKING  |  MORTGAGE  |  INSURANCE*  |  TRUST & INVESTMENTS*

What’s your next move?
Cultivate financial confidence.

0455_8-21

FIBT.com

*Not FDIC or any federal agency insured  |  No bank guarantee  |  May lose value

See Us First. 

Arrowhead
150 16th St SW
(701) 839-2170

Broadway
1600 S Broadway
(701) 837-1600

North Hill
2150 21st Ave NW
(701) 837-2050
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WOMEN CONNECT PRESENT 
SAM GOODWIN
Women Connect is pleased to welcome Sam Goodwin to share his story 
of resilience after being imprisoned in Syria in 2019. The event is open 
to the public. Space is filling up fast, so sign up today! 

Date: August 31
Location: Grand Hotel

Time: 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Lunch will be served! 

Sam Goodwin is an American entrepreneur, public speaker, and 
advocate for the freedom of political hostages globally. Sam was unjustly 
imprisoned in Syria in 2019. His release marked the first time an 
American civilian had been freed by the Syrian regime. Today, Goodwin 
shares his experiences through speaking engagements worldwide, 
including to audiences of elite athletes, faith groups, corporate 
conventions, the US Military, and others.

Sam earned a four-year athletic scholarship to Niagara University 
(New York) in 2008. Since then he has played and coached hockey in 
destinations like India, Turkmenistan, and North Korea. He attributes 
the mental toughness, critical thinking, and resiliency garnered through 
a life of competitive athletics as crucial to his survival as a hostage.
Goodwin moved to Singapore in 2012 to help launch a tech startup 
business and regional NGO. His focus included stakeholder 
management, media relations, and non-profit partnerships. He has 
led humanitarian efforts across Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Sam 
currently works in Congressional Advocacy for the James W. Foley Legacy Foundation in Washington DC.

In May of 2019, Goodwin was wrongfully detained on false charges of espionage in Syria. He endured more than nine 
weeks of imprisonment, including solitary confinement, a sham trial, blindfolded interrogations, and a dramatic release. 
Goodwin’s presentations today detail embracing uncertainty and the efforts it took to manage and survive captivity.

Sign up today to hear his amazing story of resilience in such uncertain times.

SHARE
First International Bank & Trust

Four Bears Casino

Gate City Bank

iHeart Media

BUILD
Aspire Credit Union

Grand Hotel

Verendrye Electric

Thank you to our sponsors!

GIVE
Community Options

First Western Bank & Trust

SRT Communications

https://link.edgepilot.com/s/1bb75e76/El33fb9xHUiMCfYa66tpPA?u=http://www.chamberdata.net/webforms/RepLogin.aspx?dbid2=ndmin%26logintype=EVT%26evtid=466616
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MINOT COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND AWARDS 
GRANTS
The Minot Community Endowment Fund awarded a total of $62,000 to 16 local nonprofit organizations at a gathering at 
the Scandinavian Heritage Center in July. Junior Achievement was among those receiving funding.

The Minot Community 
Endowment Fund was 
established in 1981 by a 
grant from the Otto Bremer 
Trust and is a permanent 
part of the North Dakota 
Community Foundation, 
which provides professional 
management of the fund. 
The fund is governed locally 
by an Advisory Committee, 
made up of volunteers from 
various service clubs in Minot. 
The Committee recommends 
grants annually and conducts 
activities to help increase the 
fund and the total amount 
available to grant.

Currently, the endowment fund has approximately $1.7 million in assets, thanks in part to two generous estate gifts from 
T.A. and Anna Solheim, and Charles and Madge Westlie. All gifts to the fund are pooled and invested, and only a portion 
of the earnings are used to grant back to the community each year. As the fund grows, so does the annual grantable 
amount. Therefore, the community has a strong financial resource to support the nonprofit sector and the changing 
needs of the community forever.

For more information, or to make a contribution, please visit www.NDCF.net/Minot.

http://www.NDCF.net/Minot
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When our communities grow with expanding businesses, we all benefit. Verendrye 
Electric Cooperative is proud to supply a�ordable, reliable power to projects like the 
expansions of Scheels and Target at Dakota Square Mall, as well as all the stores 
operating there. Electricity at the ready where we work, live, shop and play — that’s 
the power of human connections.

RELIABLE SERVICE FOR 
GROWING COMMUNITIES
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BLISSFUL BEE SMOOTHIES CO.  
3514 N. Broadway
Minot, ND 58703 
701-299-2500
www.blissfulbeesmoothies.com 
Anna Schneider, Owner

Blissful Bee was created to give access to healthy, nutritious, and 
delicious smoothies/cold-pressed juice to Minot's community and 
surroundings. Minot Area Chamber EDC Ambassadors celebrated 
with a ribbon cutting. 

NORTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR
2005 Burdick Expressway East
Minot, ND 58701 
701-857-7620
www.ndstatefair.com 
Renae Korslien, Manager

Minot Area Chamber EDC Ambassadors helped kick off the 2022 
North Dakota State Fair with the Budweiser Clydesdales on 
hand as Magic City Beverage celebrates the 70th Anniversary of 
distriuting Anheuser-Busch Products.

SAWYER GENERAL STORE
20 Central Ave W
Sawyer, ND 58781 
701-340-1058 
Coreen Jones, Owner 
Kyler Jones, Manager

Sawyer General is here to revitalize small communities east of 
Minot. The Minot Area Chamber EDC Ambassadors cut the 
ribbon for the new business that provides essentials, conversation, 
and local connection

MINOT SCHEELS 
2400 10th Street SW
Minot, ND 58701 
701-852-1010
www.scheels.com
Employee Owned Store | Store Leader: Talon Peters

Minot Scheels has moved and fully upgraded to give a whole new 
vibe/experience to our customers. Minot Area Chamber EDC 
Ambassadors were on hand to celebrate with a ribbon cutting.

RIBBON CUTTINGS 

http://www.blissfulbeesmoothies.com
http://www.karlsonline.com 
https://ndstatefair.com/
http://www.karlsonline.com 
http://www.karlsonline.com 
http://www.scheels.com
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July recipients of the Minot Area Chamber EDC  
Eagle Award Program are: EAGLE AWARDS

Mark Zeltinger
United States Postal 
Service

Terri Beck
Trinity Town & Country 
- Imaging

Shanette Miller
Home Depot

Jessica Almaraz
US Bank

Sheila Moffatt
Dakota Dental Health 
Center

Darrell Sundsbak
Sundsbak Auctions

Lindsey Olson
Verizon - BeMobile

Chelsey Theusch
Whiskey Nine

Martin Saldana
Verizon - BeMobile

Dr. Michael Holland
Trinity Health

Nikki Greening
Northern Sentry

Marissa McCallum
Dakota Dental Health 
Center

Thank you to Homesteaders Restaurant and Waxing the City for providing gift 
certificates for award recipients.

CITY OF MINOT TO HOST AREA PLANNING PUBLIC 
WORKSHOPS
INPUT NEEDED FOR ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The City of Minot will host a final series of Area Planning Public Workshops as part of the effort to update its 
Comprehensive Plan. The three meetings will address five identified areas of growth in Minot: Downtown Area, Flood 
Impacted Neighborhoods, Southwest Growth Area, Northwest Growth Area, and the Extraterritorial Growth Area. The 
meetings will focus on specific neighborhoods and growth areas, but all Minot citizens are welcome to attend, including 
residents in the two-mile area outside Minot city limits. Alternative development opportunities will be available for review 
and input.

The final round of Area Planning Public Workshops will take place: 

Northwest Growth Area    Southwest & Extraterritorial Growth Areas   
Tuesday, August 16 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm Wednesday, August 17 | 3:00 – 5:00 pm
Ramstad Middle School    Hess, Goliath Room
1215 36th Avenue NW, Minot  3015 16th Street SW, Minot ND

Downtown & Flood Impacted Neighborhoods
Wednesday, August 17 | 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Carnegie Center Downtown 
105 2nd Avenue SE, Minot

Topics of discussion will include future opportunities for housing, businesses, and related transportation. Alternative 
development concepts will be provided for public review and comment.

For more details on the 2040 Comprehensive Plan and the latest information, 
go to www.minot2040.com.

http://www.minot2040.com
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MEMBER RENEWALS
Arrowhead Ace Hardware

Aspire Community Federal  
Credit Union

ATA Martial Arts

Broadway Family Dentistry

Burger King

Central Dakota Forensic Nurse  
Examiners

Connole & Sommerville Plumbing, 
Heating & A/C Inc.

General Scrap Inc., Continental Metal 
Products, & Dakota Pipe and Steel 

Copperhead Corporation

Creative Property Management Inc.

Dakota Dental Health Center PLLC

DFC Company

Ebeneezer's Eatery & Irish Pub

Elison Assisted Living Minot

Clayton Fegley

Flower Central

Forever Fitness 24/7

Gravel Products

Ground Round

Harry's Tire Service

U.S. Senator John Hoeven

Jerome's Collision Center

I.F. LaFleur & Sons

Magic City Auto & Truck Repair

Magic City Garage Door & Awning

Main Electric Construction, Inc.

Make-A-Wish

Marco's Pizza

McLean Electric Cooperative

Mindt Construction

Minot Daily News

Minot State University

Minot Welding Company

NEXUS PATH Family Healing

North Country Mercantile  
& Equipment

Northwest Tire & Auto Service

Prairie Engineering, P.C.

Prairie Property Management

Redfox Connect

Roosevelt Park Zoo

Ryan GMC/Buick/Cadillac

Minot Dakota Square Scheels

Scherr's Cabinet & Doors, Inc.

Signs Today, Inc.

Slumberland

Souris Valley Ready Mix

John Stewart

Subway

Lillian & Coleman Taube Museum of 
Art

Tires Plus Total Car Care

Town & Country Credit Union

XGolf - Minot

Minot Family YMCA

Zarr Financial Services

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS IS BACK!
After taking the summer off, Business After Hours will be back in September and will kick off with the Y's Men's PBR! 
Mark your calendar for September 22 from 5-7 p.m. at the Minot Auditorium. We will party in the dirt in the arena! $5 
charge at the door.
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MEMBER NEWS
TINNES JOINS ASPIRE CREDIT UNION
 
Jalisa Tinnes has been announced as the Mortgage Loan Officer at Aspire Credit Union. 
Tinnes, originally a west coast native, has been in Minot for eight years. During her time at 
Minot State University, she worked her way through college in the financial industry and has  
extensive background in the non-profit sector where her heavy workload will transfer into 
portfolio management balancing.

Her non-profit work also provided her a lot of customer service and working with the public. 
“Working as a mortgage loan officer has been my dream career!” stated Tinnes. “Helping 
members achieve their dreams of financing a home, whether it be a first home or new 
construction. I’m looking forward to meeting with members and learning how we can best 
serve their needs!”

Bobbi Hansen, Loan Department Manager shared “Jalisa jumped right in with training and working with our 
members and has already been to mortgage closings. Her ‘go-get-em’ attitude will allow for her to thrive and grow 
with Aspire Credit Union.”   

Aspire Credit Union, formerly Prairie Federal Credit Union has served the Minot area communities since 1937. A 
non-profit, member-owned financial institution, Aspire Credit Union strives to provide the best service, products, 
and rates possible to meet its member’s needs.  Aspire Credit Union is a community-chartered credit union serving 
Bottineau, McHenry, McLean, Mountrail, Renville, and Ward Counties.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT SET FOR AUGUST 2 
 
The Minot Police Department announces this year’s National Night Out. This year’s event is scheduled for Tuesday, 
August, 2nd from 5:30pm – 8pm at Roosevelt Park.  Federal, State and Local law enforcement agencies, as well as 
other area first responders will showcase their vehicles and equipment. Food, games, and informational booths will 
also be on display from several other community partners, businesses, and organizations. This event is 100% free and 
open to the community.  

In 1984 the National Association of Town Watch introduced the first National Night out. In the following 38 years 
national night out has grown to include 16 thousand communities and 38 million participants nationwide. The 
Minot Police Department has participated in National Night Out activities since 2010. 

 National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community partnerships 
and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. National Night Out 
enhances the relationship between neighbors and law enforcement while bringing back a true sense of community. 
Furthermore, it provides a great opportunity to bring police and neighbors together under positive circumstances.

Jalisa Tinnes

MINOT Y'S MEN'S PBR IS NOW PART OF THE KING OF THE 
NORTH SHOWDOWN
Running June 3 through late September, a 12 stop series that is The King of the North Showdown will conclude right 
here in Minot, North Dakota at the Minot Y’s Men PBR at the Minot Municipal Auditorium Sept. 23-24!

Bull riding fans will be on the edge of their seats as top competitors in the sport put it all on the line to gain crucial 
points available at the events toward the coveted “King of the North” title.
A $100,000 bonus paycheck will be presented to the rider with the top aggregate score throughout the 12 events. The 
rider finishing in second place as the series rolls to a close will win a brand-new Capri Camper.

Tickets are on sale now and available at minotpbr.com.  
VIP Tables are still available.  Contact us at ysmensrodeo@gmail.com or 701-852-0141 and leave contact 
information.

Don’t miss an opportunity to watch some of the best Bull Riders in the Nation and watch one of Minot’s largest 
sporting event paydays ever!

mailto:ysmensrodeo%40gmail.com?subject=
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6pm ball drop
6:30pm dinner

6:30-8:30pm live music featuring
 "Tin Star"

 

Campaign 
Kick off

JOIN US FOR A 
LUAU PARTY 

 
Vardon Golf Club

7101 County Highway 15

Thursday September 1st

souris valley united way

Tickets are $50
available at www.svunitedway.com

Sponsored by Prizes Sponsored by
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TOWN & COUNTRY CREDIT UNION DONATES $15,000 TO THE 
PROJECT BEE BROADWAY CIRCLE PROJECT
 
Town & Country Credit Union committed to donate $15,000 to Project BEE’s capital campaign for their Broadway 
Circle homeless shelter and resource hub.

“Project BEE has been positively impacting 
the Minot area since 1915 by providing shelter, 
resources and more to those in need. We’re excited 
to be able to use our funds to help them expand 
their impact and help more people through the 
Broadway Circle project,” said Kalli Schell, Interim 
President/CEO.

Partially funded by National Disaster Resilience 
Community Development Block Grant funds 
through the City of Minot, the Broadway Circle 
project will include a six-unit, pet-friendly family 
shelter, a 17-unit low to moderate income housing 
unit, and space for the Lord’s Cupboard Food 
Pantry and Welcome Table Soup Kitchen, as well 
as commercial space. Project BEE is planning to 
complete the construction of the Broadway Circle 
building in 2023.

Town & Country Credit Union is on a mission to positively impact the communities they serve and to help 
organizations like Project BEE do the same. With 11 convenient locations in North Dakota, over 150 employees 
and a focus on continual growth, they provide meaningful value to their more than 24,000 members every day. 
Membership in the credit union is open to anyone living within 75 miles of Minot and 50 miles of Fargo or 
Kenmare. More information can be found at www.townandcountry.org.

TOWN & COUNTRY CREDIT UNION NAMED ONE OF AMERICA’S 
BEST CREDIT UNIONS BY FORBES
 
Town & Country Credit Union was recently recognized as one of the Best Credit Unions in the nation by Forbes 
in their Best-in-State Banks and Credit Union list. The rankings provide a comprehensive look at the elite of 
America’s smaller financial institutions. Town & Country Credit Union was the only North Dakota credit union to 
be recognized. 

“We’re proud to be recognized as one of the best credit unions in the nation by Forbes,” said Kalli Schell, Interim 
President/CEO. “This distinction recognizes the efforts we’ve made as a credit union to provide meaningful value 
and the best service for our members.”

To generate this list, Forbes partnered with a market research firm, Statista, to conduct in-depth interviews of more 
than 26,000 U.S. citizens from all 50 states on their relationship with their financial institution. Members provided 
an overall satisfaction score and were asked if they would recommend the credit union to friends and family. 
They also answered specific questions related to the following: trust, terms & conditions, branch services, digital 
services, customer service and financial advice.

Of the more than 5,000 credit unions nationwide, just 171 (3.4%) of credit unions made the coveted list. This year 
marks the fifth annual ranking for the Best In-State Banks and Credit Unions list. 
For a complete listing of the 2022 best credit unions, visit www.forbes.com/best-in-state-credit-
unions/#298047156167. 

http://www.forbes.com/best-in-state-credit-unions/#298047156167
http://www.forbes.com/best-in-state-credit-unions/#298047156167
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NEW WEBSITE CONNECTS BUSINESS OWNERS WITH 
FINANCING RESOURCES
 
Every day across North Dakota, creative and daring individuals are taking the leap to start or own a business and 
live out their dream. These same small businesses often find themselves “stuck” in financing and wondering where to 
turn. To meet this need and better assist business owners, Dakota Business Lending has launched the Vault. 

With a vision to showcase the multitude of valuable resources that our state has offer, the Vault contains a 
comprehensive library of small business programs and financing sources that exist throughout the state today. Big 
or small, woman or minority owned, rural or urban, start-up or existing, the Vault is a place where these dedicated 
individuals can explore all that our state has to offer, right at their fingertips. Inside the Vault, users can find 
resources such as:  

• Financing options of all shapes and sizes
• COVID-19 and disaster relief programs
• Premium business assistance resources
• Tools to help propel start-ups or small businesses

“Many of the small businesses we work with are unaware of the variety of programs that exist throughout the state. 
Part of our mission is to not only be a lender to business owners, but a resource as well. This platform is our way of 
connecting these business owners, along with any other entrepreneurs throughout the state, with financing sources 
to help them grow,” shared Steve Dusek, President & CEO. 

The Vault is launching with 145+ funding programs from 50 providers from across the state of ND. On the website, 
users answer a few short questions about their business and generate a list of financing programs custom tailored to 
their needs – all in a manner of seconds.  Each financing program has a page dedicated to providing more details and 
contact information to connect with the specific provider. The comparison tool allows users to compare up to three 
programs and get a more detailed report sent to their inbox. As new financing tools become available, providers can 
submit a program to be added to the Vault via the website.  

Dakota Business Lending plans to expand the Vault to include more resources in the future. To access the Vault, 
visitors can visit www.vaultnd.com or like their Facebook and LinkedIn pages (@vaultnd).

Dakota Business Lending held a webinar where they presented a deep dive into how the program works. 
Find the recording of their webinar here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ByOEd04Dv-E&fbclid=IwAR1f-tmeGFlBjRiAi2__TVaC6H006gRf8_mH63_egUjcASFndBRVeDJ6ZFw
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KLJ PROMOTES DZIOBA TO VP OF CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES AND HIRES POWALISH 
AS PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND PROJECT 
CONTROLS GROUP MANAGER
 
KLJ Engineering (KLJ) is pleased to announce the promotion of Ben Dzioba to vice president 
of the company’s Construction Management Services department and to welcome Mark 
Powalish to its Englewood, Colorado office in the Construction Management Services 
department.

Dzioba joined KLJ in 2020 as market manager, overseeing alternative delivery and contractor 
services. In his new role, he will lead a team dedicated to construction resources that span 
multiple engineering disciplines specifically construction engineering, program management/
project controls (PMPC), contractor services, and alternative delivery. 

Powalish is an accomplished project controls professional with more than 16 years of 
experience in Earned Value Management (EVM), Critical Path Method (CPM), planning 
and scheduling, cost control, forecasting, contract management, risk management, change 
management, advanced reporting, data analytics, claims, and program management. He is 
also a certified planning and scheduling professional (PSP).

UNITED COMMUNITY BANK IS BECOMING BRAVERA BANK 
 
Bravera Bank is proud to announce that United Community Bank (UCB) is going to be merged into Bravera Bank. 
Pending regulatory approval and other customary conditions, this is expected to officially take effect November 
2022. UCB has locations in Minot, Burlington, Drake and Leeds.
 
Bravera took over ownership of UCB in 2015 while leaving UCB to operate independently. While UCB has been 
a Bravera company for seven years, taking on the Bravera name and merging into the same systems means a 
greater depth of services for customers. For example, customers will have the convenience of using services at any 
of Bravera’s locations throughout North Dakota, Montana and soon Minnesota. In addition, Bravera Wealth is 
currently located in the same building as UCB in Minot and will remain.
 
“We’ve worked together for quite a while and are glad to take this next step forward. This collaboration improves 
the experience of those we serve as well as our employees,” said Greg Vetter, president of client services and interim 
president/CEO of UCB.
 
“This is an exciting shift for our customers and our team,” said Kelly Perrin, UCB Minot market president. “We are 
able to provide additional resources, products and services in banking, wealth and insurance areas as well as give 
customers access across a greater footprint.”
 
UCB’s same local, friendly staff is available to assist customers throughout the transition.
 
To learn more about Bravera, visit bravera.bank. 
 
About Bravera
Bravera is an employee- and director-owned company of advisors who help build the financial strength, stability 
and growth of every community to which they belong. Bravera is driven to serve its customers, coming together to 
forge new paths and help them achieve their business and personal goals. To learn more, visit bravera.bank.

Ben Dzioba

Mark Powalish



22

MEMBER NEWS

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC COMMUNICATOR  AUGUST 2022

AHOY: SET SAIL WITH THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION'S 
EUROPEAN CRUISE
 
Come join the adventure with the Minot State University Alumni Association for its first-ever Castles and Cathedrals 
tour, an enchanted cruise down the beautiful Rhine River through Germany and France.

“The Castles and Cathedrals tour will be an exciting travel opportunity for alumni, friends, and families,” said Janna 
McKechnie, Minot State director of alumni and engagement. “We can’t thank Viking Travel enough for partnering 
with the MSU Alumni Association for this experience.

The cruise includes eight days, six guided tours, and four countries in the Castles and Cathedrals tour. The voyage 
will begin in Amsterdam, Netherlands on Oct. 12 and wind through Germany and France before ending in Basel, 
Switzerland on Oct. 19.

The cruise package includes all cruise fees and expenses, food and (most) beverage service, six guided tours, and 
flights and transportation from and to the airport. Packages start at $4,299 per person.

For more information, contact McKechnie by EMAIL or phone at (701) 858-3373.

mailto:janna.mckechnie%40minotstateu.edu?subject=
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MACF BAKKEN CHARITABLE FUND CONTRIBUTES TO HELLO 
SUNSHINE ICE CREAM & BOOKS
The Bakken Charitable Fund, an endowment fund 
at the Minot Area Community Foundation, has 
selected Hello Sunshine Ice Cream & Books as a 
recipient of a $5,000 grant. 

The Bakken Charitable Fund was established at 
the Minot Area Community Foundation in 2020, 
providing an additional opportunity to support 
organizations within the communities they serve 
and live in. Its primary purpose is to assist those 
organizations that improve the quality of life of 
everyone with an emphasis on those with the 
greatest need. The Bakken Charitable Fund has so 
far been supported by Beaver Creek LLC, Colter 
Energy, and Savage Services. 

“We are happy to partner with Sara and Hello 
Sunshine as she continues her mission to impact 
the youth of Minot and increase their opportunities 
to access books during a critical time of their 
development,” commented Barrett Withers, Fund 
Advisor for The Bakken Charitable Fund.

 The goal of “Hello Sunshine Ice Cream & Books” 
is to get into high needs neighborhoods, along with 
Minot Parks to get books in the hands of kids to 
spread literacy across our community – one child, 
one book, and one ice cream treat at a time. Funds 
raised will go directly towards purchasing books 
and ice cream to be distributed during the summer 
schedule of events. 

Jason Zimmerman, President of the MACF said, 
“We are grateful to work with and facilitate this 
endowment on behalf of the donor-partners of the 
Bakken Charitable Fund. This contribution and 
future contributions will have a tremendous impact 
on area youth and those in need in the communities 
they serve.”

Back Row Left to Right: Mark Lyman; Barret Withers, Beaver Creek LLC; 
and Jason Zimmerman, MACF 

Front Row Left to Right: Brooke Robbins, Savage Services; Jessica Withers, 
Withers Foundation; Sara Medalen, Hello Sunshine Ice Cream & Books, 

and Mason Robbins

Mason and Brooke Robbins browing the shelves of the Hello Sunshine truck 
to pick out the perfect book!
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NORTH DAKOTA OPPORTUNITY FUND CREATES 
COLLATERAL SUPPORT PROGRAM 
The North Dakota Opportunity Fund (NDOF) Steering Committee recently voted to create a new collateral support 
program which expands the financing options available to the lending and business community served by NDOF.

 Created in 2012 as a direct result of the federal Small Business Jobs Act of 2010, which allowed for the creation of State 
Small Business Credit Initiatives (SSBCI), the North Dakota Opportunity Fund leverages private financing to help 
small businesses and manufacturers attain needed loans and investments to expand and create jobs. 

Led by the City of Mandan, a consortium of 38 municipalities (see attachment) was originally allocated almost $10 
million dollars for the loan participation program. Lewis & Clark Development Group manages the fund on behalf of 
the consortium. Since 2012, NDOF has disbursed $29.9 million dollars in loan proceeds. 

LENDERS ACROSS THE STATE EXPRESSED STRONG 
SUPPORT FOR NEW PROGRAM 
Matt Burthold, commercial lending director for Lewis & Clark Development Group, said the program’s success over the 
years prompted discussions about adding a collateral support program.

 Late last year, the NDOF Steering Committee distributed an online survey to lenders across North Dakota. The survey 
found strong interest in expending the fund to include collateral support.

 “The strong support and interest in offering a collateral program is, I think, a vote of confidence in the North Dakota 
Opportunity Fund,” says Burthold. “The support certainly helped the NDOF Steering Committee in making the 
decision to proceed with creating a new program.” 

Burthold says the Steering Committee did its due diligence in reviewing similar programs throughout the United States. 
“There is obviously no one size fits all approach, but we determined that the best model for us is similar to a program 
used in Idaho. We opted to base our new program in part, but not entirely, on what they offer,” notes Burthold. 

HOW THE NDOF COLLATERAL SUPPORT PROGRAM WILL 
WORK 
The new NDOF Collateral Support Program will establish pledged case collateral accounts with lending institutions 
to enhance loan collateral for qualifying businesses, which will help them obtain financing on acceptable terms and 
conditions. 

The following is an example of how the new program may help a small business:

 Small Business Expansion Project: 
• $500,000 total project; $485,750 value of total collateral available
• $340,025 Lender policy is 70% loan-to-value advance rate 
• $75,000: Business is able to provide 15% cash equity 
• $84,975: Funding gap challenge Solution Provided by the NDOF Collateral Support Program

Solution Provided by the NDOF Collateral Support Program: 
• $425,000: Lender loan with an $84,975 Collateral Support Certificate of Deposit (CD) 
• $75,000: Borrower Equity 

“The NDOF Collateral Support Program will be implemented prudently to provide another valuable line of support for 
North Dakota’s small businesses,” says Burthold, who reports inquiries are already being made from small businesses 
across the state.

 For more information on the North Dakota Opportunity Fund, contact Burthold at (701) 667-7601 or at 
matt@lcdgroup.org. You can also learn more online at www.lcdgroup.org/business-loans/.

mailto:matt%40lcdgroup.org?subject=
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then we’ve got a job for you!

not afraid to put 
the hammer down?

A-E Construction Management 
is hiring a full-time Construction 
Superintendent. If you thrive in a vertical 
construction environment, like to be the 
decision maker and own the process, 
are organized and personable, this may 
be the next step for your career. Contact 
Brent for more details or check out 
www.ackerman-estvold.com/careers

CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT

WWW.ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD.COM

AE

BUDWEISER 
CLYDESDALES 
HELP CELEBRATE 
MAGIC CITY 
BEVERAGE CO. 
70TH ANNIVERARY 

The Budweiser Clydesdales were on 
the scene to celebrate Magic City 
Beverage Co.'s 70th Anniversary 
ahead of their nine days at the North 
Dakota State Fair.

Six caretakers accompanied the 
10 celebrity horses that travel 300 
days a year or approximately 10 to 
11 months out of the year. They 
entertained fairgoers and were 
featured in the North Dakota State 
Fair Parade during their stay in the 
Magic City.
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JOHN STEWART, CPA  

 

701.833.8821 jstewart@srt.com 

 

I CLEAN UP  
 

FINANCIAL CONSULTING 
BUSINESS & PERSONAL 

 

LET’S TALK! 
 

FINANCIAL MESSES! 
 

ND  UNIVERSITY SYSTEM SIGNS ON TO NATIONWIDE 
INITIATIVE ON COMPUTER SCIENCE
 
Chancellor Mark Hagerott this week signed on to the CEOs for Computer Science (CS) initiative, making North 
Dakota University System one of two public systems of higher education to do so, along with the University of 
Nebraska system.

The initiative was undertaken to update the K-12 curriculum in every state to create opportunities for students to 
learn computer science skills from a young age. Noting its broad support among parents, students, teachers and 
employers, CEOs for CS stated that “computer science provides an essential foundation for every career in today’s 
world.”

“A nationwide initiative such as this could have a broad, positive impact on how we’re educating our younger 
students in not only computer science, but fundamental digital literacy,” Hagerott said. “It is imperative that we 
impart this knowledge upon our students today so that they have more opportunities for success tomorrow.”

About NDUS
The North Dakota University System is a unified system of higher education governed by the State Board of Higher 
Education. Organized in 1990, the system includes two research universities, four regional universities and five 
community colleges.

The mission of the State Board of Higher Education and the Chancellor of the North Dakota University System is 
to unleash the potential of higher education in the state to enhance the quality of life, and the social and economic 
vitality of all served by its public colleges and universities.
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HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=ABNT2BLM53K&T=3S

KALIX ACHIEVES CQL PERSON-CENTERED EXCELLENCE 
ACCREDITATION 
Kalix is excited to share that it has AGAIN achieved Person-Centered Excellence Accreditation from CQL | The Council 
on Quality and Leadership. This internationally-recognized designation validates that Kalix is committed to person-
centered practices that promote the attainment of individually-defined outcomes by people with disabilities. Person-
Centered Excellence Accreditation is awarded to agencies that meet CQL’s rigorous standards, deeply integrate CQL tools 
and approaches, and establish a quality management system to drive data-based decision-making.

Person-Centered Excellence Accreditation is a four-year accreditation term for human service providers that transform 
person-centered philosophies into everyday practices and utilize data to assess the effectiveness of the supports that 
people receive.

Since 1969, CQL | The Council on Quality and Leadership has been a leader in working with human service 
organizations like Kalix to continuously define, measure, and improve quality of life and quality of services for people 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Kalix has been accredited by CQL (and its predecessor organizations) 
since 1986. 
 
Kalix has a history in Minot as an incorporated agency since the 1960’s and currently serves adults with intellectual 
disabilities 18 years and older offering Residential, Employment, and Day Program services in 4 North Dakota locations 
including: Minot, Belcourt, Rolla, and Grand Forks.  Kalix partners with local business in Minot, Belcourt, Rolla, and 
the surrounding areas to offer employment opportunities in integrated environments.  Kalix also offers employment 
opportunities in a commercial laundry facility in Minot, a Thrift Store in Belcourt, and on various federal contracts at the 
Minot and Grand Forks Air Force Bases.

Kalix will continue to partner with CQL in providing quality services, offer increased opportunities for independence, 
and to develop community connections in fulfillment of maximum quality of life for all people served.

“Over the last thirty years, the industry and accreditation standards have changed exponentially. Our partnership 
with CQL has contributed to our success, and we remain committed to continuous improvement,” said Borgi Beeler, 
president/CEO of Kalix.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABnT2BlM53k&t=3s
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Monthly interactive learning workshops presented by:

In events of this nature, views and opinions that are not necessarily those of the SBA may be expressed. SBA’s cooperation does not constitute or imply 
endorsement of any opinions, products and/or services. All of the SBA’s programs and services are provided to the public on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

Reasonable arrangements for persons with disabilities will be made, if requested at least two weeks in advance. Contact 701.777.3700/dakotasvboc@und.edu

Sept 13, 2022
3:30 - 4:30 pm

Registration: tinyurl.com/mrxzzm2t

Offering Quality Products & 
Making a Profit - for Restaurants

This webinar will focus on how 
restaurants can actively strive to offer 
high-quality products while achieving 
profitability goals. There will be many 
takeaways from attending this webinar.

Presented by: Ken Myers & Steve Moser 
with SCORE Grand Forks.

Aug 9, 2022
3:30 - 4:30 pm

This workshop will provide you up to 
date information regarding employer 
options for developing and maintaining 
affordable employee benefits packages 
as well as compliance guidance on the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act.

Presented by: Sheyna Weisenburger with 
Stroh Associates.

Registration: tinyurl.com/5fh6bx8b Registration: tinyurl.com/yckw9kxr

usiness
uilders

Small Business Benefits Packages

Stay tuned for details about future events!

An Introduction to 
Entrepreneurship

Find links for all upcoming sessions and previous recordings at ndsbdc.org/on-demand

Is Entrepreneurship for you? Join WC MN 
SBDC Consultant, Shannon Berns as she 
talks about the commonly confused roles 
of entrepreneur vs. freelancer. Shannon 
will walk you through an overview of 
what’s needed to be a true entrepreneur so 
that you can decide if you’re ready to take 
the next step.

Presented by: Shannon Berns with West 
Central  MN SBDC.

July 12, 2022
3:30 - 4:30 pm
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RAILWAY AVENUE CLOSURE TO BEGIN AUGUST 2
Railway Avenue will be closed to through traffic from 4th Street NE to 27th Street NE starting August 2. 

Through traffic on Railway Avenue will be detoured south to Burdick Expressway, while local traffic will utilize 6th Avenue 
NE to access residential neighborhoods north of Railway Avenue.  

The work on Railway Avenue is part of the Phase MI-5 Northeast Tieback Levee Project, a Mouse River Enhanced Flood 
Protection Project phase. Phase MI-5 includes earthen levees, arterial road changes, a dry stormwater pond, floodwalls, a 
city greenway feature, and a stormwater pump station. 

When completed and connected to the first four phases of the MREFPP, the MI-5 phase will help remove approximately 60 
percent of Minot residents from the proposed FEMA floodplain and, most importantly, provide long-term flood protection 
to the record flood of 2011. All the enhanced flood protection projects currently under construction and those under design 
provide a level of protection equal to the 2011 flood, plus three feet of freeboard.

For more details on the project and the latest information, go to  
www.mouseriverplan.com or search on Facebook and like the project information page.

http://www.mouseriverplan.com 
https://www.facebook.com/MouseRiverPlan
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MINOT SUNRISE 
ROTARY FILL THE 
BUS COLLECTING 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Save the Date for Minot Sunrise Rotary's 
Annual Fill the Bus event collecting school 
supplies and funds to help students in Minot 
prepare for the upcoming school year. On 
Wednesday, August 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 pm, the big yellow school bus will be 
parked outside of Town and Country Credit 
Union on South Broadway. 

Sunrise Rotary will also be serving lunch 
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. that day for 
free will donation. All donations benefit the 
Salvation Army. Families in need of school 
supplies can call the Minot Salvation Army 
at 838-8925 to apply. 

Businesses interested in participating 
as a drop off area still have time! Reach 
out to Minot Sunrise Rotary on their 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
SunriseRotaryMinot.

TOWN & COUNTRY CREDIT UNION

10 AM - 3 PM
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10

http://www.facebook.com/SunriseRotaryMinot 
http://www.facebook.com/SunriseRotaryMinot 
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MOSQUITO SPRAYING MISSIONS PLANNED FOR MINOT 
AREA
The City of Minot, in conjunction with Minot Air Force Base and the Ohio Air National Guard, has scheduled aerial 
spraying for mosquito control in the Minot area. The first was in mid July. A second spraying has been scheduled for the 
week of Aug. 8-12.

Crews will choose the day and time of the spraying during both weeks depending on weather and wind conditions to spray 
when mosquitoes are most active. Updates on the timing of the spraying will be provided on the City of Minot’s social 
media platforms.

A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency registered pesticide will be used. The active ingredient in the spray is Naled, which 
poses a minimal risk to the general population, pets and wildlife when applied in this method. Naled is toxic to insects, 
including honeybees. Beekeepers in the surrounding area will be notified of the scheduled spraying. More information 
about Naled is available from the Environmental Protection Agency at www.epa.gov/mosquitocontrol/naled-mosquito-
control.

Mosquito spraying is provided by the 910th Airlift Wing’s Air Force Aerial Spray Squadron from Youngstown Air Reserve 
Station in Ohio. The application will be made using a C-130 cargo aircraft.

MINOT WALK TO END ALZHEIMER'S SET FOR AUGUST 27
Held annually in more than 600 communities nationwide, the Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer's is the 
world's largest fundraiser for Alzheimer's care, support and research. This inspiring event calls on participants of all ages 
and abilities to join the fight against the disease.

While there is no fee to register for Walk, all participants are encouraged to raise critical funds that allow the Alzheimer’s 
Association to provide 24/7 care and support and advance research toward methods of prevention, treatment and, 
ultimately, a cure.

The Alzheimer's Association leads the way to end Alzheimer's and all other dementia — by accelerating global research, 
driving risk reduction and early detection, and maximizing quality care and support. We’re walking to support a world 
without Alzheimer’s and all other dementia and we invite you to join us!

Event Time & Date: 
 Start Date/Time: Sat. August 27 at 9 am
 End Date/Time: Sat. August 27 at 1 pm 

Venue/Location: Oak Park

Event Website: https://act.alz.org/minot

Event Cost: Free!

NORTHERN LIGHTS COUNCIL TOMAHAWK DISTRICT HOLDS 
FUNDRAISER BREAKFAST
 
Enjoy breakfast and help a young person reach their goals within the Boy Scout program.  All attendees to the 2022 
Tomahawk District Breakfast for Scouting will be asked to contribute to support the Scouts living in the 12 central 
North Dakota counties that the Tomahawk District, Northern Lights Council, Boy Scouts of America serve. This will 
take place Tuesday, August 16 at 7 a.m. at the Sleep Inn & Suites.

You can register online at https://scoutingevent.com/429-60523

http://www.epa.gov/mosquitocontrol/naled-mosquito-control
http://www.epa.gov/mosquitocontrol/naled-mosquito-control
https://scoutingevent.com/429-60523
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The Senior Community Service Employment 
Program (SCSEP) is a federally funded job 
training program that matches people 55 and 
older with part-time work opportunities to 
help not-for-profit employers and community 
organizations meet their workforce needs.

BENEFIT FOR PARTICIPANTS:
Enables qualifying older adults to learn new skills 
while earning income so they can re-enter the 
workforce. 

WHO QUALIFIES? 
People 55 and older who are 
unemployed and earn less than 
$18,310 for a household of two.  

The program serves 13 counties. 

GROW YOUR WORKFORCE 
AT NO COST TO YOU. 

The program pays 
participants 
while you train them 
with the skills they 
need to help you. 

To learn more, contact: 
Cheri L. Young, SCSEP Administrator | clyoung@nd.gov | 701.204.3279 |1.800.755.2745, 711 (TTY)
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There’s a positive movement going on in Minot. We’re rediscovering that our 

community is full of energy and a spirit for being a better place to live, to visit 

and to love. We have friendly and helpful faces, big ideas, a can-do attitude 

and fun things to do everywhere. Get excited again about the Magic City. 

Join the conversation and share why you think it’s #MagicInMinot.

M A G I C I N M I N O T . C O M

It’s Magic in Minot!
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August 2022 - Chamber EDC Meetings and Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

Midwest  
Cybersecurity & 

Tech Summit 
8:00 am   

Fargo & Livestream

Ribbon Cutting  
11:00 am   

Ward Title Company
1370 20th Ave SW

3
 

Agribusiness 
Committee 

Noon 
North Central Research 

Extension Center

4

Military Affairs 
Committee 

Noon 
Sleep Inn & Suites

5

 

6

7 8 9

Eagle Awards 
Presentation 

10:00 am
Chamber EDC Office

10

Board of Directors 
7:30 am

Chamber EDC Office

11 12 13

14 15 16 17
 

Eggs & Issues 
7:30 a.m.

Sleep Inn & Suites

Ambassador 
Committee 

4:30 p.m. 
Chamber EDC Parking 

Lot

18 19 20

21 22 23 24
Right Start  

Presentation 
9:40 a.m. 

MAFB

25 26 27

28 29 30 31
 

Women Connect 
11:30 a.m.

Grand Hotel


