
COMMUNICATOR
MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC
OCTOBER 2022   VOL. 2, ISSUE 10

     WWW.MINOTCHAMBEREDC.COM

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
Nuclear Triad Symposium - Page 4

Sister City Agreement - Page 7

Candidate Forums - Page 13

New Members - Page 16

Member News - Page 20

Pictured above: Randy Hauck, MACEDC Board Chair, Mark Lyman, 
MACEDC Economic Development Specialist, and Brekka Kramer, 

MACEDC President | CEO, North Dakota Commerce Commissioner Josh 
Teigen, Ryan Ackerman and Jessica Ackerman of Aksal Group

MINOT RECEIVES THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION OF NORTH DAKOTA ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT OF THE YEAR AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
Two Minot organizations were presented with Economic Development Awards 
during the Economic Development Association of North Dakota (EDND) fall 
conference. The Minot Area Chamber EDC was presented the EDND Economic 
Development Project of the Year for 2022 and Aksal Group was presented with 
the Community Development Award.

The Project of the Year Award recognizes a project that has made a significant 
contribution to the economic health of the community or region in terms of 
job creation, partnerships, and overall economic impact. The 2022 recipient 
is the Minot Area Chamber EDC for the Intermodal 
Transportation Facility at the Logistics Park of North 
Dakota. The Intermodal Transportation Facility and 
the development of the Logistics Park of North Dakota 
are key to the region’s ability to sustain intermodal 
transportation from Minot to the Northwest Seaport 
Alliance, a marine cargo operating partnership of the 
Port of Seattle and Port of Tacoma on the west coast. 
Currently, in cooperation with BNSF Railway, Rail Modal 
Group operates the Minot Intermodal Transportation 
Facility at the south end of the logistics park. The 
Intermodal Transportation Facility at the Logistics Park 
of North Dakota in Minot is set to be a long-term win for 
producers, processors, miners, shippers, and businesses 
all over the state. 

“This has been a true collaborative effort with many 
partners to bring intermodal to North Dakota,” shared 
Randy Hauck, Minot Area Chamber EDC Board Chair. 
“Thank you Brekka and the team at the Minot Area 
Chamber EDC, our board of directors, the City of Minot, 
North Dakota congressional delegation, Governor Doug 
Burgum, legislators from across the state, the North 
Dakota Trade Office, the state departments of Commerce, 
Transportation and Agriculture, private industry, BNSF 
Railway, Bank of ND, our operator Rail Modal Group, the Northwest Seaport Alliance and support from 
organizations like the Greater North Dakota Chamber and EDND.”
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CHAMBER EDC STAFF

Brekka Kramer, President | CEO 
brekka@minotchamberedc.com

Chanda DeCent, Finance Director  
chanda@minotchamberedc.com

Carla Dolan, Vice President  
carla@minotchamberedc.com

Jaime Hauge, Executive Assistant  
jaime@minotchamberedc.com

Mark Lyman, Economic Development Specialist 
mark@minotchamberedc.com

Lisa Moldenhauer, Program Assistant 
lisa@minotchamberedc.com

MOTOR VEHICLE DEPARTMENT

Lacey Coleman, Manager
Tammy Hanson, Clerk 
Wendy Keldson, Clerk
Tracey Oja, Clerk 
Kim Reedy, Clerk
Elise Vannett, Clerk

CHAMBER EDC BOARD

Chair – Randy Hauck,  
Verendrye Electric Cooperative

Chair Elect – Kevin Black,  
Creedence Energy Services

Vice Chair – Cassidy Hjelmstad, 
SRT

Past Chair - Jonn Knecht, Bravera Bank 

Treasurer – Missy Feist-Erickson,  
Peoples State Bank

Ryan Ackerman, Ackerman-Estvold

Bucky Anderson, Ward County

Les Knudson, AGT Foods

Mayor Tom Ross, City of Minot

Randy Schwan, Trinity Health

Dr. Steve Shirley, Minot State University

Dr. Mark Vollmer, Minot Public Schools

Jason Zimmerman, Minot Area Community 
Foundation

The Community Development Award recognizes a development project that 
has increased the quality of life in a community. The 2022 recipient is Aksal 
Group. Aksal Group was founded by Jessica and Ryan Ackerman. Their work 
celebrates the rich history and vibrant future of downtown Minot through 
property development and renovation. Their projects have created new 
businesses, jobs, and helped to bring new energy to downtown Minot. 

“Coming away with two awards for projects in our community is a huge 
recognition of hard work, passionate individuals and the current energy in 
Minot,” commented Brekka Kramer, Minot Area Chamber EDC President | 
CEO. “The Intermodal Transportation Facility at the Logistics Park of North 
Dakota has been long term effort by so many in our region, and Aksal’s vision 
and work in downtown has helped lead the momentum to revitalize our 
downtown. We are enormously proud to celebrate these two projects and share 
about what’s happening in the Minot.“

“Ryan and I are honored to receive this recognition, and we are excited to be 
part of the renaissance that is occurring in the entire community of Minot. 
Through Aksal Group, we are able to support our passion of seeing Minot’s 
historic core being revitalized and to make downtown Minot a destination 
attractive to families, young professionals, military members, retirees, and 
visitors,” said Jessica Ackerman, co-owner of Aksal Group.

The Economic Development Awards are given annually through a collaboration 
between the North Dakota Governor’s Office, the North Dakota Department of 
Commerce, and the Economic Development Association of North Dakota. 

About the Economic Development Association of North Dakota
EDND represents more than 80 state economic development organizations on 
the front line of economic development efforts throughout North Dakota. The 
primary purpose of the organization is to promote the creation of new wealth 
throughout North Dakota to develop more vibrant communities and improve 
quality of life. Additional information is available at www.ednd.org.

Economic Development Association of North 
Dakota Fall Conference
 
The EDND Fall Conference was held September 28-29 and focused 
on the theme of Growing Together. The two-day conference 
included a wide range of topics and opportunities for networking. 
Topics included site development and site selection best practices, 
economic development advocacy, legislative lessons learned and 
updates from statewide efforts on workforce development and Job 
Service ND. 

 

Agribusiness Committee

Wednesday, October 5 | 8:00 am
North Central Research 

Extension Center

Greg Lardy, VP of Agricultural Affairs 
from NDSU will address the MACEDC 

Agribusiness Committee on: 

NDSU Agricultural Affairs: 
Who We Are and What We Do

 

Energy Committee

Thursday, October 13 | 3:00 pm
 

Sleep Inn & Suites Sunrise Room
Enter the south side Door C

Congressman Kelly Armstrong will lead 
a discussion with the MACEDC Energy 

Committee and the Bakken API Chapter 
on energy issues in North Dakota.
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GREATER NORTH 
DAKOTA CHAMBER
The Greater North Dakota Chamber held their 
annual Policy Summit on September 27. Over 400 
elected officials, community leaders and business 
executives gathered in Bismarck for the summit 
which covered a wide variety of topics including: 
Media & Public Policy in the Era of Fake News, 
North Dakota Business Climate, Legacy Fund 
Earning Priorities, North Dakota’s Economic 
Development Toolkit, and Response to Federal 
Regulatory Overreach. Minot Area Chamber EDC 
President | CEO Brekka Kramer and Economic 
Development Specialist Mark Lyman attended the 
event. 

The GDNC Board of Directors met September 28 and recognized outgoing board members Jeff Romsdal of Central 
Sales, Inc. (Jamestown), Peter Rackov of Steffes, LLC (Dickinson), and Brekka Kramer formerly of Odney and now with 
the Minot Area Chamber EDC for their years of service. Brekka was appointed to the board in 2017 to fill a vacancy 
and then served two full terms. She has been an active member serving on the GNDC Executive Board and this year 
as the Workforce Policy Committee Chair. Minot will continue to have representation on the board with Brent Lohnes 
of General Manager of Hess Corporation serving his second-term and Ryan Ackerman Chief Executive Officer of 
Ackerman-Estvold approved for his first-term at the September 28 meeting. To learn more about GNDC policy positions 
and work for business in North Dakota visit their website at NDChamber.com 

MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC ATTENDS INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
Brekka Kramer and Mark Lyman made their way to Oklahoma 
City for the International Economic Development Council 2022 
Annual Conference. The conference provided industry insight from 
the experts about today’s most pressing topics, including economic 
reinvention, community innovation, and disaster recovery and 
resiliency. The conference provided an opportunity to connect with 
economic development professionals with discussions around turning 
disruption into innovation and opportunity. BNSF Railway was a 
sponsor of the event. The Minot Area Chamber EDC team was invited 
to meet with BNSF leadership to discuss continued opportunities 
for the Logistics Park of North Dakota and connect with other 
strategic partners of BNSF. Minot is a BNSF Site Certified Location. 
In addition, partners RoleCall and CO.STARTERS were at the event. 
RoleCall works with the State of North Dakota on the Find the Good 
Life Program, and CO.STARTERS is the programming used by Start 
Up Minot Academy.  
 
The International Economic Development Council (IEDC) is a 
non-profit, non-partisan membership organization serving economic 
developers. With more than 5,000 members, IEDC is the largest 
organization of its kind. Economic developers promote economic well-
being and quality of life for their communities by creating, retaining, 
and expanding jobs that facilitate growth, enhance wealth and 
provide a stable tax base. From public to private, rural to urban, and local to international, IEDC’s members are engaged 
in the full range of economic development experience. Given the breadth of economic development work, members 
are employed in a wide variety of settings, including local, state, provincial, and federal governments, public-private 
partnerships, chambers of commerce, universities, and a variety of other institutions. IEDC members create high-quality 
jobs, develop vibrant communities, and improve the quality of life in their regions. In 2018, IEDC partnered with the 
community to identify economic development needs within the City of Minot and strategies for fostering economic 
growth and resiliency. Some visible wins for the community that came from this include the work through One Brand, an 
effort led by Visit Minot and Minot Area Chamber EDC to promote the community with one voice. You can see signs of 
this throughout the community with the art structure and mural in Downtown Minot to the overall rebranding of both 
organizations and a unified Minot brand for visitors to our community. 

Pictured above left to right: Jeff Romsdal, Board Chair Josh DeMorrett, 
Brekka Kramer, Peter Rackov and President and CEO Arik Spencer

http://NDChamber.com 
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TASK FORCE 21 HOSTS 11TH ANNUAL NUCLEAR TRIAD 
SYMPOSIUM
Task Force 21 Minot (TF21) is an activity of the Minot Area Chamber EDC that educates the local community, North 
Dakota officials, members of Congress and the public on national security issues, particularly ones that affect Minot Air 
Force Base, the U.S. Air Force, and our nuclear deterrent. This past month members of Task Force 21 made their way 
to Washington, D.C. to host the 11th Annual Nuclear Triad Symposium. This year's theme focused on "Modernizing 
Nuclear Forces to Meet Emerging Threats." 

The symposium included remarks from U.S. Air Force leadership 
including Lt. Gen. James Dawkins, Jr. Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Strategic Deterrence and Nuclear Integration, Headquarters U.S. Air 
Force, Maj. Gen. Michael Lutton Commander of the Twentieth Air 
Force of Air Force Global Strike Command F.E. Warren Air Force 
Base, and Brigadier General Stacy Jo Huser Principal Assistant 
Deputy Administrator for Military Application, National Nuclear 
Security Administration, Department of Energy, Washington, DC. 
North Dakota Senators Hoeven and Cramer spent considerable time 
expanding the dynamics of the Senate Appropriations Committee 
and Senate Armed Services Committee budget process and how it 
was critical to keep the pedal to the metal to continue to grow the 
current sound consensus to proceed with the full modernization of 
the nuclear enterprise. 

Over twenty speakers filled the day with presentations about United 
States nuclear deterrence along with Russia and China’s nuclear 
strategy. Nearly 140 attendees filled the room at the Capitol Hill Club. 

Thank you to our Task Force 21 members for your continued work 
and dedication. 
 
Mark J. Jantzer, Chair 
Randy Hauck, Vice Chair
Randy Burckhard
Bruce I. Christianson
Pete Hankla
Jonn Knecht
Brekka Kramer
Jessica Merchant
Mayor Tom Ross
Jason Zimmerman

Lt. Gen. James Dawkins

Maj. Gen. Michael Lutton

Brig. Gen. Stacy Jo HuserMark Jantzer and Brekka Kramer welcoming everyone to the 11th Annual 
Nuclear Triad Symposium
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LOCAL COMPANIES BRING ENERGY DAY TO  
MINOT STATE UNIVERSITY
The Minot-area community enjoyed a day of food, fun, and football at Energy 
Game Day at Minot State University's First Western Bank Field at Herb Parker 
Stadium on Saturday, September 17.

Local oil and gas companies and financial institutions, including Creedence 
Energy Services, Hess Corporation, Farstad Oil, Town & Country Credit Union, 
Cameron, SandPro, Enbridge, Baker Hughes, DrillChem, 3 Forks Services, 
North Dakota Petroleum Foundation and First International Bank and Trust. 
The band, Boys of Summer serenaded the crowd and got everyone excited for 
the football game that afternoon. 

“Many oil and gas companies call the Minot area their home, employing 
hundreds of people in our region,” said Kevin Black, Creedence Energy Services 
CEO and Minot Area Chamber EDC Board of Directors chair-elect. “This event 
provided an opportunity for companies to show support for Minot State while 
sharing the important work they do in our region.”

The committees and companies are already planning to bring the event back in 2023. Thank you to all who participated 
and all who came to the event!
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Say Yes to Better Say Yes to Better 
Business SolutionsBusiness Solutions

See Our Treasury Management Team

FIBT.com

With First International Bank & Trust, you’ll be ready to say 
yes with customized business banking solutions to boost 
your bottom line and increase efficiency. We can help you 
conveniently manage your funds, simplify your payment 
process, and protect you from potential fraud loss, all while 
helping you stress less and focus more on what matters most 
– your business.

Brittany McCracken 
BMcCracken@FIBT.com

(701) 839-2175

Ashley Hoerner
AHoerner@FIBT.com

(701) 751-8565
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MINOT AND SKIEN RENEW SISTER CITY AGREEMENT
A special Minot City Council meeting was held Monday, September 26 for the signing of a Sister City Agreement with 
officials from Skien, Norway. 

The City of Minot, Minot State University, Minot Public Schools, Norsk Hostfest, and the Minot Area Chamber EDC 
gathered with Skien officials to renew a contract that was last signed in September 2017. 

Minot and Skien have been Sister Cities since 1981, during business development relations in both countries, supporting 
each other by sharing networks and connections, and fostering cultural and educational opportunities. The contract 
outlines the scope of the partnership and solidifies future efforts to resume a strong working collaboration. 

The signing kicked off Norsk Hostfest week, with the Opening Ceremony on Wednesday afternoon in the Great Hall of 
the Vikings. The festival returned to Minot, after a two year hiatus through the pandemic, bringing Scandinavian cuisine, 
culture and merchandise as well as world-class entertainment. The Sister City agreement and Norsk Hostfest seek to 
celebrate the American and Scandinavian ties to help to "Bridge the Atlantic."

Representatives 
from Skien, 
Norway and the 
City of Minot 
gathered to sign 
the Sister City 
Agreement in 
the Minot City 
Council Chambers. 
Representatives 
from Minot 
leadership 
included City of 
Minot leadership, 
Minot Public 
Schools, Minot 
Area Chamber 
EDC, Minot State 
University and 
Norsk Hostfest. 

Crowds returned 
to the North 
Dakota State Fair 
Center for the 
Norsk Hostfest 
after a two year 
hiatus. Norsk 
Hostfest celebrates 
Scandinavian 
culture and 
heritage of the five 
Nordic countires 
of Denmark, 
Finland, 
Iceland, Norway, 
and Sweden. 
Traditional food, 
crafted goods, 
demonstrations 
and a variety of 
entertainment 
filled the ND State 
Fair Center for 
four days.
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Think about what cooperatives build. It's more than electrical power systems that keep 
our homes and businesses running reliably and a�ordably. It's a way of life in which 
neighbors help neighbors, and people work together for the good of their communities. 
You can see it in Verendrye Electric Cooperative employees volunteering and members 
rounding up their electric bills to provide community grants. Find us on Facebook for 
Cooperative Month events and giveaways through October.

COOPERATIVE

MONTH
SEE WHAT COOPERATIVES BUILD IN OUR COMMUNITIES

OCT. 7
TAILGATING

Free food at the Velva football 
game, starting at 5:30 p.m. in Velva. 

While supplies last.

OCT. 25
Free lunch at the Velva Senior Center 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

game, starting at 5:30 p.m. in Velva. game, starting at 5:30 p.m. in Velva. 
OCT. 3-21
ANIMAL SHELTER DRIVE

Bring a donation to our Velva or Minot 
o�ces for the Souris Valley Animal Shelter. 

The first 50 donations will receive a $5 Dairy 
Queen gift card or Verendrye Electic 

Cooperative swag.
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SHOWCASE OF BUSINESS SET 
GET YOUR BOOTH TODAY!
The Minot Area Chamber EDC Showcase of Business presented by SRT 
will take place November 17 at the ND State Fair Center Magic Place from 5 to 8 p.m.   A theme will be announced the 
first week of October.

Let’s get together and support business to business networking, showcase what makes our business unique and have a 
little fun at the same time.  Showcase features 70 booths with food and a cash bar.  

There are opportunities for you to be a sponsor as well. 

Platinum Sponsor - $1,000 – Includes three 10 x 10 booths and 30 admission tickets along with a quarter page ad in the 
Minot Area Chamber EDC Communicator

Gold Sponsor - $500 – Includes two 10 x 10 booths and 20 passes for event

15 x 15 booth - $300 – Includes 8-foot table with two chairs and 3 passes for event

10 x 10 booth - $200 – Includes 8-foot table with two chairs and two passes for event

Contact Carla Dolan at the Minot Area Chamber EDC for more information.

CELEBRATING 
WOMEN'S SMALL 
BUSINESS MONTH
October is National Women's Small Business 
Month celebrating the creative entrepreneurs who 
took the plunge to start a small business despite 
gender barriers. 

In 1972, women only owned 4.6 percent of all 
businesses in the United States. Now women own 
42 percent of businesses in the United States. 
In North Dakota women own 42.9 percent of 
businesses.
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THANK YOU TO Y'S MEN'S 
PBR
September 22 Business After Hours 
hosted in the arena at the  
Minot Auditorium.
The Minot Y 's Men hosted their annual event in the Minot 
Auditorium. This year, attendees were invited down to the 
dirt arena. Attendees enjoyed food and beverages and were 
able to see the Auditorium transformed ahead of the event.  

CREATE 
AWARENESS 
AND BUILD YOUR 
WORKFORCE 
The Minot Area Career Expo is a one-day 
event designed to expose area high school 
students and the Minot community to 
high-wage and in-demand careers.  
 
Businesses will have the chance to showcase 
their business, industry, or educational 
institution's career opportunities to 1800-
2000 area high school & college students on 
Wednesday, November 9th!

Register as an exhibitor today at: www.
tinyurl.com/MinotExpo2022

Learn more here: www.
minotareacareerexpo.com 

http://www.tinyurl.com/MinotExpo2022
http://www.tinyurl.com/MinotExpo2022
http://www.minotareacareerexpo.com 
http://www.minotareacareerexpo.com 
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20 October 2022
10 am - 2 pm

1009 20th Avenue SE
Minot ND, 58701

RAFFLE PRIZES
GRAND PRIZE -  65 INCH FLAT

SCREEN TV
VISA GIFT CARDS

COMP NIGHT CERTIF ICATES

FOOD
LUNCH AND SNACKS 

PROVIDED!

TOURS OF HOTEL AND
GUESTROOMS WILL BE

AVAILABLE!
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MINOT AREA CHAMBER 
EDC SUPPORTS BAKKEN 
API GOLF SCRAMBLE 
Minot Area Chamber EDC staff had a great time 
supporting the Annual Bakken API Golf Scramble. 

The Bakken API Golf Scramble brings companies in the oil 
and gas industry together for a day of golf and giving. Each 
year the Bakken API Chapter donates the dollars raised 
back to the community.

The Minot Area Chamber EDC enjoyed getting to meet the 
teams and take their pictures as a keepsake for the day. 

MINOT AIR 
FORCE BASE 
COMMEMORATES 
9/11 
Minot Air Force Base commemorated 9/11 with 
the reminder that our country should never 
forget the lives that were lost that day when 
planes crashed into the World Trade Center and 
other locations. 

"All of us have a responsibility to keep the legacy 
alive of the 2,996 individuals who died on 9/11 
and the thousands more who died in combat 
operations that followed," said 5th Bomb 
Wing Commander Col. DAn Hoadley. "This 
legacy is absolutely alive in our first responder 
community that is gathered here today."

The 9/11 event included statements from base 
leaders, a prayer and moment of silence before 
the color guard retired a flag in front of the 
5th Bomb Wing headquarters. A group of first 
responders from the base stood in formation 
during the ceremony.
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MINOT AREA CHAMBER EDC HOSTING SERIES OF 
CANDIDATE FORUMS BEFORE NOVEMBER 8 ELECTION
The Minot Area Chamber EDC Governmental Affairs Committee is partnering with the City of Minot to host two 
candidate forums to help educate the public on the candidates running for Minot City Council, and Ward County 
Commission.  The forums will take place October 26 & 27 at Minot City Hall with the option of attending in person 
or online.  The city is partnering with the Chamber EDC to allow us to utilize council chambers for these forums.  The 
forums will take place from 6 to 7:30 p.m. each night and questions can be submitted to our moderator any time until 
then by emailing Carla at carla@minotchamberedc.com.  Minot City Council candidates will be first, followed by Ward 
County Commission candidates.   We encourage you to tune in to learn about those hoping to represent you.   

Watch here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBhYn9chgGkImWn0LLjeFIA  

Minot City Council Candidates - Scott Burlingame & Roscoe Streyle (one seat) 
Wednesday, October 26- 6 p.m. 

Ward County Commissioners – John Fjeldahl (I), Lance Makeeff, Jason Olson, and Alan Walter (Two seats) 
Thursday, October 27 – 6p.m. 

Early voting will take place October 31st through November 4th & 7th from 10am-6pm at the Ward County 
Administration Building at 225 3rd St SE. 
 

For more information on the location election log onto  Elections | Ward County, ND - Official Website 

TF MIND SUMMIT
The Task Force for Military Issues in North Dakota (TF MIND) summit was held at Camp Grafton Training Center, 
near Devils Lake September 8. This was the 5th summit since 2018. The summit brings together military leaders from 
across North Dakota, government agencies, and civilian supporters of the military. Participants are informed on topics 
impacting military members, their families, and Veterans in North Dakota and provides opportunities to identify 
and discuss solutions to issues and concerns to military members. This year’s summit saw 40 in-person and virtual 
participants which included senior leaders of the N.D. Army and Air National Guard, commanders and command chiefs 
representing the Minot and Grand Forks Air Force Bases, various state agency representatives, and numerous civilian 
supporters of the military from across the state.

During the summit participants received presentations from staff of Sanford Military and Veteran Affairs, U.S. Air Force 
Nuclear Weapons Center-Ground Based Strategic Deterrence, N.D. Department of Commerce – Workforce Development 
Council, N.D. Department of Veterans Affairs, N.D. National Guard Strategy and Policy-Legislative Initiatives, N.D. 
CARES, and the N.D. National Guard human relations counselor. A major focus during the summit was the lack of 
available mental and behavioral health care providers in North Dakota that are eligible to provide care to military 
members, retirees, Veterans, or their families. Maj. Gen. Al Dohrmann directed a team, representing the groups diversity, 
be established to develop recommendations that can help increase eligible providers.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBhYn9chgGkImWn0LLjeFIA   
https://www.co.ward.nd.us/262/Elections
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SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 
ON MINOT AIR FORCE BASE 

Capture the military market as a sponsor for events and programs 
for base personnel and their families at Minot AFB!

 
Force Support Squadron (FSS) events mirror those in any community: 

youth sports teams, Air Force Entertainment programs, car shows, block parties, 
golf tournaments, basewide activities, holiday themed events, and much more! 

They’ll see your support with your logo on all publicty, plus an opportunity 
to attend your sponsored event and meet potential customers! 

This is a great way to show your support to those who support you! 

 SHOW YOUR SUPPORT! 
Contact Susan Wagers, Special Programs Coordinator 

at (701) 723-6718, email susan.wagers@us.af.mil 
or visit our website at www.5thforcesupport.com.

This is a solicitation for Commercial Sponsorship by a nonappropriated 
fund instrumentality of the United States government. 

It does not obligate appropriated funds of the government.
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MINOT MOTOR VEHICLE LONGTIME EMPLOYEE 
RETIRING
LACEY COLEMAN NAMED MANAGER
For those who have frequented the Minot Motor Vehicle, a familiar face will be retiring after 30 
years with the department. Carla Vannett joined Motor Vehicle in August 1992 and prior to the 
announcement of her retirement was serving as the Motor Vehicle Manager. Carla’s last day will 
be September 30.   

Lacey Coleman has been promoted to Motor Vehicle Manager. Originally from Montana, Lacey 
moved to Minot in 2000 and has been with Motor Vehicle since February 2013. Prior to working 
for Motor Vehicle, she was in the customer service industry for 18 years and loves working with 
the public.  

“I look forward to continuing to serve the Minot community and the Minot area dealerships,” 
said Lacey. “I truly enjoy the work that I do here at Motor Vehicle and am excited for this new 
opportunity.” 

Brekka Kramer, Minot Area Chamber EDC President | CEO shared, “We are grateful to Carla for 
giving over 30 years of service to Motor Vehicle and for her work in supporting our local dealers. 
She’s processed thousands of tags, registrations, mobility placards and titles and has seen many 
changes over the years with the systems used to support the work the team does at Motor Vehicle. 
More so she’s been a familiar face that’s helped many over the years. We wish her the best in new 
adventure enjoying her family, friends and a round or two of golf.”  

Minot Motor Vehicle Title Issuing Branch processes new tags, registrations, mobility placards 
and titles and is one of 19 branches supporting the North Dakota Department of Transportation. 
Minot Area Chamber EDC is contracted by the state to manage the Minot Motor Vehicle office 
located at Arrowhead Shopping Center. By processing title work at the local branch patrons are 
supporting our local Chamber EDC. The kiosk at the Arrowhead location also supports our local 
community.  
 
Kramer added, “Lacey is a great leader who stepped up this summer to serve as the intern manager and we are so excited 
that she now is serving as the manager. She brings experience and a passion for serving all customers that walk through 
the doors and dealers in the Minot Area.” 

Minot Motor Vehicle is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and is now open over the noon hour. 
The Minot Motor Vehicle office is available for walk-ins and by appointment. To schedule an appointment please contact 
Minot Motor Vehicle at 701-857-8221. The office also accepts mailed in paperwork for processing.   

Carla Vannett

Lacey Coleman
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EDWARD JONES - KAYLA GOETZ 
2050 36th Ave SW
Minot, ND 58701 
701-852-5749
www.edwardjones.com/kayla-goetz
Owner: Kayla Goetz

Kayla Goetz and her team strive to cultivate hope, confidence, 
and empowerment for the Minot community by providing quality 
support to our clients at every financial milestone. Ambassadors 
helped Kayla and her staff celebrate their new location with a 
ribbon cutting.

PLATO'S CLOSET MINOT 
1425 24th Avenue SW
Minot, ND 58701 
701-852-1030
www.platoscloset.com/locations/minot-nd
Owner/Manager: Kaitlynn Wikstrom

Plato's Closet buys and sells gently used clothes, shoes, handbags, 
and accessories for guys and girls in their teens and twenties. 
Ambassadors helped Plato's Closet celebrate their grand opening. 
Stop by today to check out their latest fashions, or see if you have 
something they would like to buy!

RIBBON CUTTINGS 

mailto:www.edwardjones.com/us-en/financial-advisor/kayla-goetz?subject=
http://www.platoscloset.com/locations/minot-nd
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September recipients of the Minot Area Chamber EDC  
Eagle Award Program are: 

Thank you to Homesteaders Restaurant and Waxing the City for 
providing gift certificates for award recipients.

EAGLE AWARDS

Judy Hoff
Pro Health Home Care

Kate Cowart
Gate City Bank

Mark White
Minot Park District

Bailey Bosley
Gate City Bank

Nicole Faydo 
First Western Bank & 
Trust

Jaime Schwede
North Star Community 
Credit Union

Lynnzi Gillmore
Fireside Bistro, 
Edgewood Vista

Cammi Campbell
Minot Park District

NEW MEMBER INVESTORS

Unmanned Operator
Travis Johnson, Co-Owner 
3117 10th Street NW, Minot ND 58703

(218) 791-1229 www.unmanned-operator.com travis@unmanned-operator.com

Drone service company focused on oil, gas, construction, and agriculture sectors offering high-end  
mapping/GIS services. Unmanned Operator also shoots and produces short marketing videos.

Sign Gypsies Minot 
Hannah Onkes, Owner/Operator 
1109 10th Street SW, Minot ND 58703

(307) 413-5904 www.signgypsies.com signgypsiesminot@gmail.com

Sign Gypsies Minot lets you celebrate big with a custom yard sign rental. You pick the saying, color, and graphics for a 
24 hour period.

Minot Minotauros 
2501 West Burdick Expressway, Minot ND 58703

(701) 852-0101 www.minotauroshockey.com  contact@minotauroshockey.com

The Minot Minotauros are an American Tier II junior ice hockey team playing in the North American Hockey League. 
Based in Minot, the Tauros play their home games at Maysa Areana.

https://unmanned-operator.com/
mailto:travis%40unmannedoperator.com?subject=
mailto:www.signgypsies.com?subject=
mailto:signgypsiesminot%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://
mailto:contact%40minotauroshockey.com?subject=
mailto:signgypsiesminot%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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MEMBER INVESTOR RENEWALS
2nd Story Minot Social Club for  
Exceptional Persons Inc.

360 Physical Therapy

AFLAC - Cassie Loard

Ameriprise Financial Services, 
LLC

Behm Energy

Bishop Ryan Catholic School 

Bismarck Sign Co

Blake Krabseth  
Comedian/Magician

Boy Scouts of America -  
Northern Lights Council

Bravera Wealth

Broadway Family Dentistry

CDJ Opportunities

CHI St. Alexius Minot Medical 
Plaza

Classified Directories

Columbia College

Country Inn & Suites  
by Radisson

Dairy Queen / Orange Julius  
Treat Center

Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch  
Thrift Store

Dakota College at Bottineau

DCI Credit Services

DMI - Entertainment LLC

Dr. Jaime L Haaland, Opt., PC

EAPC Architects Engineers

Ebeneezer's Eatery & Irish Pub

Enbridge Pipelines  
(North Dakota) LLC

Faith United Methodist Church

G & P Commercial Sales

Great River Federal  
Credit Union

Hayhurst & Erickson Financial 
Advisors

Heartland Payment System

Hess Corporation

HighAir Ground

Highland Suites Extended Stay

Holiday Inn Express & Suites 
Minot

Hometown Elegance

Huettl Consulting, Ltd

Humphrey Law Office, PC

iHeart Media

Independence, Inc.

Job Service North Dakota

Keller Paving & Landscaping, 
Inc. 

Legacy Design Strategies

Little Caesars Pizza

Magic City Garage Door  
& Awning

Margie's Studio

Material Testing Services LLC

Minot Lumber & Hardware, Inc. 

Minot Park District

NDSU

NewKota Services & Rentals

North Central Research  
Extension Center

North Country Merchantile &  
Equipment

North Hill Bowl, Inc. 

Northern Plains Apartments, 
LLC

Odney

Olive Garden

Parkland USA Corporation

Duane Peterson

Pinnacle Employee Benefits

Preferred Travel Inc. 

Project BEE

Rodeo Minot

Schock's Safe & Lock

Sierra Inn Minot

State Farm Insurance -  
Paul Siebert

Stevick Business Specialites

Superior Auto Repair

Thompson Larson Funeral 
Home

Tires Only 

Torque Transportation

Town & Country Center

Uncle Maddio's Pizza

United Mailing Services Inc. 

West Oaks Animal Hospital
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ASSISTED LIVING

MINOT

Elison Assisted Living of Minot provides compassionate care in a friendly, warm 
environment. We believe that life is meant to be lived as vibrantly as possible and 
we’re here to take you there. With individualized care plans tailored to residents’ 

specific needs, spacious apartments, robust lifestyle programming and 
chef-prepared, restaurant-quality meals, we’re dedicated to making sure our 

residents thrive each and every day.

Assisting your 
independent spirit.

(701) 581-1156 | ElisonMinot.com

Experience our community. Schedule a tour today!

3515 10th St. SW, Minot, ND 58701

Assisting your 
independent spirit.
Experience our community. Schedule a tour today!

#113 
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MEMBER NEWS
MINOT POLICE DEPARTMENT IN 
NEED OF FUNDS FOR K9 UNIT
In 2021, the Minot Police Department retired one of their working 
dogs and began a search for a new K9 partner to join their team. 
They faced one problem – budget was already set. Knowing the 
historic willingness of the community to pull together for our furry 
friends, the decision was made to move forward with the purchase 
and seek community donations.

“We hope to raise enough money to fund the entire K9 position,” 
said Chief John Klug. “There are many expenses associated, to 
include the canine, patrol vehicle, training, and much more.” 
said Chief Klug. The total cost of bringing one canine onto the 
department, when a new K9 patrol vehicle is also needed, is close 
to $80,000. Master Police Officer Dan Batteiger and K9 Cyrus have 
been working together for a few months now and they have proven 
to be a strong addition the Minot PD Team.

Chief Klug also said the decision was made to move forward with 
the purchase with the hope of raising the funding was made based 
on the level of importance voiced by the City Council, paired with 
the heightened drug problem in the Minot community. “It was just 
too important for the community and department to wait another 
year to get it in the budget,” said Chief Klug, “we will make this 
work and I have confidence that the community will lend a hand.”

9TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF TREES NOVEMBER 18-19
ACCEPTING VENDORS AND AUCTION DONATIONS NOW
The Festival of Trees is Minot’s landmark holiday event with fun and festive activities for everyone in the family. 
Held the weekend before Thanksgiving, this two-day extravaganza is a perfect way to kick off the Christmas season. 
Enjoy a stroll through the beautifully decorated trees, listen to live 
entertainment, purchase Christmas gifts, get a free family photo 
for your Christmas card, and enjoy other activities. All at free door 
admission with many purchase opportunities from vendors and silent 
auction items. “The event has grown every year with something for all 
ages to enjoy,” says Amanda Olson, Chair of the Festival of Trees.

Many people return each year to see the beautifully decorated 
Christmas trees which are auctioned off during the ticketed evening 
Dinner and Live Auction. There is a variety of events offered, a fun 
Christmas atmosphere and the best thing about it is the cause it 
supports.
 
Proceeds go to Dakota Hope Clinic, a life-affirming center that is part of 
the worldwide pregnancy help movement, where licensed RN’s provide 
free and confidential services, under the direction of local physicians. With a branch opening in Tioga, they provide 
pregnancy testing, limited OB ultrasound, and long-term educational and material support to women and men facing 
an unintended or otherwise stressful pregnancy. 

Your donation of an auction item for the Festival of Trees is one way YOU can partner with Dakota Hope. Themed 
gift baskets or individual items are welcome. Check out the wish list for ideas.  Vendor booths are available for $50 and 
volunteers are being recruited. More information on these opportunities, event details, and tickets are available at the 
website https://www.festoftrees.com/

https://www.festoftrees.com/ 
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TRINITY HEALTH PARTNERS WITH OREXO U.S. TO EXPAND 
PATIENT ACCESS TO DIGITAL THERAPEUTICS 
UNIQUE PROGRAM WILL OFFER CLINICALLY PROVEN DIGITAL THERAPEUTICS TO HELP PATIENTS 
MANAGE DEPRESSION AND EXCESSIVE DRINKING
Trinity Health, a nonprofit and integrated healthcare system that serves northwestern North Dakota and eastern 
Montana, announced a partnership with Orexo, a pharmaceutical and digital therapeutics company, to provide digital 
therapeutics to Trinity Health patients. Trinity Health will now offer Deprexis and Vorvida to help patients manage 
depression and excessive drinking. These web-based treatments use cognitive behavioral therapy techniques to help 
people make behavior and lifestyle changes. Trinity Health serves over 25 counties and 200,000 people throughout 
North Dakota and Montana, including many patients in remote areas.

“Trinity Health is at the forefront of tackling two of the toughest health challenges facing millions of Americans 
who live in smaller communities across the country,” said John M. Kutch, president and CEO of Trinity Health. 
“Community health systems are often faced with unique challenges that require innovative solutions to make care 
more accessible to our many patients across a vast geographic area. Digital therapeutics provide evidence-based mental 
health offerings, which align with our goal of prioritizing accessibility without sacrificing quality of care. There is still 
tremendous stigma associated with mental health and substance use disorders that prevents many from getting the 
help that they need.  Our new offerings deliver evidence based therapies in a highly private and patient friendly format.  
With this first-of-its-kind offering, we see Trinity Health becoming a frontrunner among U.S. healthcare systems in 
making digital therapeutics accessible to patients.”

Notably, North Dakota and Montana are both among the group of states with the highest prevalence of binge 
drinking, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Approximately 23% of adults in North 
Dakota and 20% of adults in Montana reported binge drinking. Additionally, it is estimated that 25% adults in North 
Dakota and 27% of adults in Montana experienced symptoms of major depressive disorder in July 2022, based on the 
results of a CDC survey. 

During the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, as many healthcare workers saw a need for increased mental health 
support, Trinity Health launched a pilot program to make both Deprexis and Vorvida available to its staff and their 
dependents. A forthcoming white paper in the American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE) journal by Kutch 
will detail the program’s implementation and successes. Following this successful pilot program, Trinity Health is 
delighted to now make these programs available to patients.

Deprexis is a web application for the supplemental treatment of depression or depressive disorders for patients who 
are experiencing a depressive episode. It is a 90-day online program that can help people create more positive thoughts 
and behaviors. The program adapts to the responses of users, providing a personalized experience that complements 
other depression therapies. Similarly, Vorvida is a private and personalized online program to reduce drinking. It is a 
180-day digital program that helps people identify triggers, break negative behaviors and develop healthier responses. 
As people interact with the program, it adapts to habits, challenges and personal goals to provide an individualized 
experience. 

For more information about Trinity Health please visit, www.trinityhealth.org. More information about Deprexis and 
Vorvida can be found at us.deprexis.com and us.vorvida.com.

About Trinity Health 
Trinity Health is a nonprofit, integrated healthcare system serving northwest and central North Dakota and eastern Montana. With a 
tertiary care hospital in Minot, more than 40 specialties, several rural health clinics and a long-term care facility, Trinity provides a full 
complement of healthcare services to the region. Since 1922, we have been committed to looking ahead and improving ourselves in ways 
that provide the best, most compassionate care possible for our patients, families and communities. For more information about Trinity 
Health please visit, www.trinityhealth.org. You can also follow Trinity Health on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn and YouTube. 

About Orexo
Orexo develops improved pharmaceuticals and digital therapies addressing unmet needs within the growing space of substance use 
disorders and mental health. The products are commercialized by Orexo in the U.S. or via partners worldwide. The main market today 
is the American market for buprenorphine/naloxone products, where Orexo commercializes its lead product ZUBSOLV for treatment of 
opioid use disorder. Total net sales for 2021 amounted to SEK 565 million and the number of employees was 121. Orexo is listed on the 
Nasdaq Stockholm Mid Cap (ORX) and is available as ADRs on OTCQX (ORXOY) in the US. The company is headquartered in Uppsala, 
Sweden, where research and development activities are performed. For more information about Orexo please visit, www.orexo.com. You 
can also follow Orexo on Twitter, LinkedIn and YouTube.
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HOSPICE SYMPOSIUM OPEN TO PUBLIC
 
Trinity Health will host a free symposium on hospice care October 6 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the Sleep Inn & Suites. 

The symposium is open to community members and healthcare professionals or anyone interested in hospice care. 
Presentations by national and local health experts will be featured, along with a complementary meal.

Kurt Kazanowski, a hospice consultant, speaker and author, will present “Giving the Gift of Hospice,” a talk 
focusing on the value of hospice care based on his work as a hospice professional and the experience caring for his 
own parents as they aged and died.

Jeffrey Verhey, MD, medical director of Trinity’s hospice program, will introduce the hospice team and discuss the 
importance of talking to loved ones early about end-of-life care. 

Other topics include advanced care planning documents and how to implement them, societal issues surrounding 
death and dying, and misconceptions about hospice. The event will conclude with a panel discussion with several 
family members who have utilized hospice services. 

The event is sponsored by Trinity Health and Trinity Health Foundation with support from the Willie and Ruth 
Bodien Endowment. Registration is required by logging on to foundation.trinityhealth.org. For more information, 
call Trinity’s Community Education Department at 701-857-5099.

WWW.ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD.COM
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FLEMING NAMED PROGRAM DIRECTOR OF REHAB CARE
 
Trinity Health is pleased to announce that Melanie Fleming, MSN, RN, was recently named program
director of Trinity Health’s RehabCare, an accredited, inpatient rehabilitation center dedicated to meet
the functional, vocational, and psychological needs of patients transitioning from the hospital to home.

Fleming will lead dedicated teams of nursing staff, physical, occupational and speech-language
therapists, pastoral care, nutritionists and social workers who collaborate to create therapeutic 
plans designed to help patients regain independence.

“I am excited to work in an area of healthcare that is patient-focused from head to toe,” 
Fleming said. “The communication and teamwork involved drive our clinicians to create 
individualized plans and goals that fit the needs of our patients. The level of care provided at 
RehabCare is unique to the region and I am proud to be a part of that.”

Fleming obtained her degree as a licensed practical nurse in 2005 and worked in the Med/
Surgical unit at Sanford Hospital in Fargo for seven years. In 2010, she completed a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing from North Dakota State University and later became the supervisor of 
a family practice clinic in Fargo. In 2014, Fleming moved to Minot and started working with 
Trinity Health as a clinic nurse. She became a clinic nurse manager later that year for several 
outpatient clinical areas and continued in that capacity until joining RehabCare. Fleming 
completed her Master of Science in Nursing Leadership and Management in 2020.

Fleming is a member of American Nurses Association and the North Dakota Nurses Association. She and
her husband, Zack, have two kids and two dogs. Fleming enjoys attending her kids’ sports activities,
camping, and traveling to Minnesota for family visits.

For more information about Trinity Health RehabCare visit: Inpatient Rehabilitation - Trinity Health

Melanie Fleming, 
MSN, RN

ND TEXAS HOLD'EM CHAMPIONSHIP BACK IN MINOT
SIGNATURE POKER TOURNAMENT TO TAKE PLACE IN THE MAGIC CITY AGAIN AFTER 5 YEARS
The ND Texas Hold’em Championship is happening Dec 27-29, 2022, at new host location, Sleep Inn & Suites. Co-
founders Wendy Rupert and Stacy Norton have brought the tournament back to Minot after 5 years. Historically, the 
event has brought in over 1,800 entries during the tournament week. 

“We are deeply humbled by the overwhelming response to have this tournament in the Magic City once again!” says 
Rupert. The tournament began in 2004 as a marquee event for the Minot community. Rupert notes, “Many of the 
champions have been from North Dakota over the years, with 2 international champions from Canada. Competitors 
have traveled from 39 states and 11 countries to compete.”

Visit Minot is excited to see the ND Texas Hold’em tournament back in the Magic City. The projected economic 
impact for the 3-day tournament is close to $2 million. Bringing new faces and revenue to Minot during the holiday 
gap between Christmas and New Year’s Eve.

Mitch Schock, World Series of Poker bracelet winner, will be the professional poker consultant for the tournament, 
with licensing from Aggie Foundation for charitable gaming. For more information on how to enter the tournament, 
visit www.facebook.com/NDTexasHoldemChampionship, email office@sleepinnminot.com or call Wendy Rupert at 
701-837-3100.
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VERENDRYE ELECTRIC, CO-OP PARTNERS AWARD $30,000 IN 
GRANTS
 
Verendrye Electric recently concluded a matching grant program for the year, giving $30,000 to four organizations in 
Minot and rural areas. 

For the past several years Verendrye Electric has partnered with its lender CoBank and power producer Basin 
Electric Power Cooperative to provide the grants. Each dollar Verendrye donates is matched by the two cooperatives, 
tripling Verendrye’s donations.

“This program helps us leverage our donations to provide an even larger impact in the communities we serve,” said 
Verendrye Manager Randy Hauck. “We’re happy to help provide a boost to organizations that are doing great work 
in our communities.”

The four grants given this year were:
• Scandinavian Heritage Association - $9,000 to improve security at the park in Minot
• Ryder-Makoti Rural Fire Protection District - $9,000 to help upgrade to new radios
• Souris Valley Animal Shelter - $7,500 towards an X-ray machine
• Velva Area History Museum - $4,500 for equipment for the museum

The Scandinavian Heritage Park in Minot has seen 
increasing amounts of vandalism and their grant 
will help them install security cameras. The park is a 
landmark in Minot with its Gol Stave Church, Dala 
horse and other structures. 

The Ryder-Makoti Rural Fire Protection District 
provides protection for many Verendrye members, 
and like other rural fire districts, it relies on 
volunteers.

The Souris Valley Animal Shelter is served by 
Verendrye Electric and is raising money for a $75,000 
X-ray machine that will help them save money and 
will be available to the public.

The Velva Area History Museum located in Velva is 
preserving local history with plans to offer a cloud 
service for those who want to do research. The 
Museum currently has many photos, books and 
artifacts.

About CoBank
CoBank, based in Greenwood Village, CO, is one of the largest providers of credit to the U.S. rural economy. 
The bank delivers loans, leases and other financial services to agribusiness, rural infrastructure and Farm Credit 
customers in all 50 states. 

About Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Basin Electric Power Cooperative is a not-for-profit generation and transmission cooperative owned by 131 member 
cooperative systems across nine states serving 3 million consumers. It is based in Bismarck.

About Verendrye Electric Cooperative
Verendrye Electric, a not-for-profit electric utility, is headquartered in Velva with a full service center in Minot. 
Verendryre provides electricity to homes, farms, businesses and the Minot Air Force Base. It serves members in 7 
counties.                                  

Scandinavian Park: Verendrye Director Bob Wolf hands a $9,000 check 
to Liz Gjellstad, President of the Scandinavian Heritage Association. 

Also pictured are Verendrye Manager Randy Hauck, far right, and Ken 
Davik, vice president of the association. The money will help improve 

security in the park.
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MINOT AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANTS FUNDS TO 
TRINITY HEALTH FOUNDATION
 
The Minot Area Community Foundation (MACF) has granted $265,000 to the Trinity Health Foundation’s Capital 
Campaign for the 4th Floor Connector and Flag Display.

On September 8th, MACF representatives joined Trinity Health at the new campus to present a ceremonial check for 
the capital campaign.

“The namesakes of the Endowments making this grant possible were visionary leaders in Minot who understood 
that state of the art healthcare is a keystone to the quality of life and success of a community,” said Reed Argent, 
MACF Board Chair. “We are proud to be a part of this tremendous facility that will serve Minot and the region for 
years to come.”

The $250,000 grant for the Connector was made possible through the Mike & Dorothy Dolan Endowment Fund, 
Roger & Delores Odell Endowment Fund, Chuck & Madge Westlie Endowment Fund, and the Edna Solheim 
Endowment Fund. Additionally, the Donald & Genevieve Roush Endowment Fund contributed $15,000 in support 
of the Flag Display which will be proudly displayed at the entrance of the new Trinity Health campus.

Trinity Health is currently constructing a new medical facility in southwest Minot that is scheduled to be completed 
in the spring of 2023. The new facility will provide more efficient delivery of healthcare services, increasing the level 
of care provided to patients as well as the capacity to evolve, grow and best serve the people of this area.
 
“Minot Area Community Foundation continues to showcase their support of projects that change lives through this 
very generous donation toward the new Trinity Health healthcare campus and medical district,” said Dr. Jeff Verhey, 
Trinity Health Foundation Board Chairman. “We are tremendously grateful that their vision includes the support 
of a healthcare facility that cares for residents in the surrounding 20-county region. We thank you for connecting 
donors with causes that matter!”
 
Through informed leadership and proactive community investments, the Minot Area Community Foundation 
strives to enhance the quality of life in our community of communities – inspiring those who live here to give here.
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MINOT AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES  
5TH ANNUAL DONATION STATION CHALLENGE GRANT 

The Minot Area Community Foundation (MACF) is excited to announce their 5th Annual Donation Station 
Challenge Grant to benefit local food pantries. Area organizations are invited to utilize the Donation Station in the 
coming months to collect items and stock area food pantries for a chance to win additional grant dollars for one of 
the eligible local food pantries.

Participating organizations are asked to set a goal of collecting 1,000 pounds or more of food during a single 
collection drive for a designated food pantry. If successful, that organization’s designated food pantry will also 
receive a $1,000 grant from The MACF Arnold I. Besserud Fund. This amount is an increase from the previous 4 
years when the grant per event was $500.

“In the last year we have all seen the rise in retail grocery costs. Our partners at the area food pantries have 
experienced the same impacts and we wanted to not only acknowledge that but also provide additional resources to 
those organizations that reach or exceed the 1,000-pound threshold,” said Jason Zimmerman, President of MACF.

Last year 8 organizations successfully participated in the challenge with a total of 11,900 pounds of food collected 
and $3,500 granted back to area food pantries.

This year’s challenge grant will run from September 15th – December 31st, 2022. Food collection events must take 
place within this time frame and The Donation Station must be utilized for the event. Local food pantries must be 
approved by MACF staff. Rural communities wanting to participate will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

The Donation Station is a pull-behind trailer that is housed with the Minot Area Community Foundation. You can 
contact the Minot Area Community Foundation at 852-0646 for full details or to reserve the Donation Station for 
an upcoming event.
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KIWANIS PANCAKE DAY, OCTOBER 8 

Are you ready to eat some pancakes?  Well the Kiwanis Club of Minot is ready to make them, and they hope to raise 
enough money to help as many children’s groups in Minot as they can.  If you aren’t able to attend, you can still buy 
a ticket as it will act as a raffle for some great prizes!  The 63rd Annual Kiwanis Pancake Day is set for Saturday, 
October 8 from 7 a.m. until noon at the Minot Auditorium.  The breakfast features sausage, coffee and all the 
pancakes you can eat.   The raffle includes a chance to win the following:

•  1 Night Stay at Grand Hotel  - Donated by the Grand Hotel
•  Two $50 Gate City Bank MasterCard - Donated by Gate City Bank 
•  Magic City Discovery Family/Grandparent Annual Membership – Donated by Magic City Discovery   
              Center
• Air Fryer – Donated by First International Bank & Trust
• $50 Visa Gift Card – Donated by Town & Country Credit Union
• $50 Marco’s Pizza Gift Card - Donated by Marco’s Pizza 
• $50 cash – Donated by Power of 1
• Gift Basket – Donated by First Western Bank & Trust

Tickets are just $5 from any Kiwanis member or at the Minot Area Chamber EDC.  You can purchase them the day 
of the event for $6 per person, kids under six eat free.

JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA INTRODUCES 
EASYVIRTUALFAIR CAREER FAIR SOFTWARE
 
Wish you had access to host virtual career 
fairs to reach job seekers locally and 
nationally? Wish you could find a platform 
which is easy to use? Wish you could find 
a platform that will not cost you? Wish no 
more – EasyVirtualFair is the virtual career 
fair platform your local Job Service North 
Dakota office is using to assist our preferred 
employers with their recruiting needs.

Through our access, EasyVirtualFair 
allows you to create a custom landing page 
with your logo, pictures, and business 
information to let candidates know who 
you are. Your local Job Service Business 
Advisor can walk you through setting 
up your booth and using the platform. 
Whether you want to join us for a multi-
industry virtual career fair or host your own event, EasyVirtualFair delivers. Candidates can reach you using all 
devices from tablets, smartphones, or desktops! Call Cindy Bitz at 857-7546 or e-mail her at cbitz@nd.gov to learn 
more about this amazing career fair platform which is free for our preferred employers!  
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292 DESIGN GROUP MERGES WITH JLG ARCHITECTS 
JLG Architects announced Minneapolis-based 292 Design Group has joined JLG’s employee-owned firm of over 170 
team members across four states. JLG currently has 10 offices and is highly ranked on Inc. Magazine’s 5000 list as one 
of America’s fastest-growing private companies.

“We are two firms that truly believe in the capacity of great design – inclusive design that reflects the culture and 
aspirations of its stakeholders – to positively impact the health, well-being, and future growth of every community. 
This is a powerful alliance that will take community, education, and sports-focused design to the next level.”
Michelle Mongeon Allen, CEO, JLG Architects

The transition marks the fifth merger in JLG’s company history, focused on elevating the firm’s collective expertise, 
accessibility, and Design for Life approach. “Design for Life is all about the betterment of community – we focus on 
the human experience – how people use spaces, what design can bring to its users, and how it can work to transform 
the surrounding community,” said Dave Dimond, JLG’s Director of Design. “The decision to merge with 292 was 
simple – their approach is so much like our own – if it’s not designed to make life better, engage the community, and 
elevate its function, it doesn’t move forward.”

JLG is currently recognized by Inc. Magazine as a Top 50 Best Places to Work, a 2022 Great Place to Work-Certified 
company, one of MSN Money’s 50 Most Admired Companies, and a Sports Architecture Giant by Building 
Design+Construction. 

BRAVERA PROMOTES JARRETT PESKEY
Bravera recently promoted Jarrett Peskey to consumer/home equity lending officer. A lifelong resident of Minot, 
he has worked in the financial industry since 2012 and was previously in the role of trust 
administrator. As consumer/home equity lending officer, Peskey helps customers with their 
lending needs. He can provide lending solutions, such as consumer loans and home equity 
loans or lines of credit.
 
Peskey enjoys helping those who live and work in his hometown see their goals become a 
reality. He earned a bachelor’s degree in finance from Minot State University.
 
To learn more about Bravera, visit bravera.bank. 
 
About Bravera
Bravera is an employee- and director-owned company of advisors who help build the 
financial strength, stability and growth of every community to which they belong. Bravera 
is driven to serve its customers, coming together to forge new paths and help them achieve 
their business and personal goals. To learn more, visit bravera.bank.

Jarrett Peskey

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=ABNT2BLM53K&T=3S

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABnT2BlM53k&t=3s
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EXPANDED FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR SMALL 
BUSINESSES IN NORTH DAKOTA, MONTANA AND MINNESOTA
DAKOTA BUSINESS LENDING EXPANDS THEIR $1,000=$5.5 MILLION LOAN PROGRAMS INTO ENTIRE 
AREA SERVED
For over 40 years, Dakota Business Lending has been working to create custom financing packages for businesses in 
North Dakota and five counties in western Minnesota through various unique and creative loan programs. In 2019, 
the organization became a multi-state Small Business Administration (SBA) Certified Development Corporation 
(CDC) and expanded their primary loan program – the SBA 504 – to small businesses throughout Montana. Today, 
they are proud to announce all their special loan programs are now available throughout their entire service area of 
North Dakota, Montana, and strategic, targeted areas of Minnesota.

Dakota Business Lending’s loan programs offer financing anywhere between $1,000 and $5.5 million for all stages of 
business growth and expansion. The programs range from fixed-rate, revolving, and gap financing and are available 
for a variety of different needs and uses.  The SBA 504 and SBA 504 Debt Refinance – Dakota Business Lending’s 
primary loan programs – provide up to $5.5 million for long-term fixed assets at a fixed, below-market interest rate 
and up to 25-year term.

The other non-504 loan programs, including SBA Intermediary Lending Program (ILP), Rural Development 
Intermediary Relending Program (IRP), and Main Street, will allow Dakota Business Lending to better meet the 
needs of small business owners in their entire service area of North Dakota, Montana, and strategic, targeted areas of 
Minnesota.  

One key aspect to delivering these financial solutions to small businesses across a large area is Dakota Business 
Lending’s business development team. With extensive background in lending, financing, and small business, the 
organization’s lending experts have over 125 years of combined knowledge and experience and are located in remote 
offices throughout the service area. For more questions about the financing programs or to find out which program 
is the right fit, contact one of their loan officers at www.dakotabusinesslending.com/contact. 

Founded in 1982, Dakota Business Lending is the oldest, largest, and most experienced 504 CDC in North Dakota 
and the first North Dakota based financing entity to be chosen by the U.S. Treasury Department's Community 
Development Financial Institution (CDFI) Fund to receive a New Markets Tax Credit (NMTC) allocation. With 
staff throughout their service area, Dakota Business Lending serves North Dakota, Montana, and strategic, targeted 
areas of Minnesota.  The mission of this private, not-for-profit entity is to provide small business financing solutions 
through collaborative partnerships in a supportive, creative environment that grows the economy and creates or 
preserves quality jobs. Since inception, Dakota Business Lending has provided over $550 million in loans with total 
project impact exceeding $1.2 billion to small businesses and local economies. 

ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD WELCOMES MITCH MEIER AS A 
PROJECT DESIGNER
Mitch Meier has joined the Ackerman-Estvold Fargo office as a Project Designer. Meier
earned Bachelor of Architecture and Master of Architecture degrees from North Dakota State 
University, Fargo, North Dakota. Mitch has experience with construction development and 
refining a project through the schematic design process with a focus on mixed use spaces. 
His responsibilities will include conceptual design, design development, and construction 
management on architectural projects throughout the region.

Ackerman-Estvold is a professional engineering and architectural firm headquartered in 
Minot, ND, with an additional office location in Fargo, ND, Williston, ND and Boise, ID. 
The firm provides planning, design, and construction services for public and private clients 
throughout North Dakota and surrounding states. For more information about Ackerman-Estvold, and services they 
provide visit www.ackermanestvold.com.

Mitch Meier
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RANCK APPOINTED TO BOARD
HEATHER RANCK JOINS DAKOTA BUSINESS LENDING'S BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Dakota Business Lending is pleased to welcome Heather Ranck to their Board of Directors. 
Ranck was elected at the board meeting on August 3, 2022 and will attend her first meeting as 
an official director in September. 

Ranck is an International Trade Specialist for the U.S. Department of Commerce and 
Director of the Fargo office, where she has worked to expand exports and investments in 
rural America for 17+ years. She has a wealth of knowledge and experience in international 
business, program development, entrepreneurship, teaching, and marketing, and has spent 
several years living and traveling throughout the United States, Africa, Eastern Europe, and 
South America helping farmers, business managers, and entrepreneurs grow. In addition, 
she has gained valuable experience and expertise from several boards that she has served on 
throughout the state, including the FM Rotary Foundation and the Fargo Rotary Club. Her passion for bringing new 
programs and opportunities to local communities and seeing them to fruition will assist Dakota Business Lending 
with its mission to help small business owners gain access to the resources they need to succeed.  
 
Dakota Business Lending also bids farewell to two outgoing directors, Mike Connor and Dan Jacobson. First elected 
in 2002, Connor has served on Dakota Business Lending’s Board of Directors for over 20 years, making him the 
longest-standing director on the board. Jacobson’s term ended after eight years as a director. Both were valued 
members of the board and provided significant contributions to the ongoing success of the company. They also 
served in various capacities of leadership, moving Dakota Business Lending forward and well-positioned for the 
future.
 
The Dakota Business Lending Board is made up of Directors strategically represented throughout the state of North 
Dakota and western Minnesota, as well as a loan committee in Montana, who are committed to small business 
lending and economic growth in Dakota Business Lending’s entire service area. Other current directors include 
newly appointed Chair Tonya Holmstrom, Vice Chair Cole Keney, Secretary/Treasurer Jason Hopfauf, as well as 
John Phillips, Jim Hambrick, Kim Kautzman, and Steve Gehrtz.

Founded in 1982, Dakota Business Lending is the oldest, largest, and most experienced 504 CDC in North Dakota. 
With staff throughout North Dakota, Minnesota, and Montana, Dakota Business Lending serves North Dakota, 
Montana, and five counties in western Minnesota.  The mission of this private, not-for-profit entity is to provide 
small business financing solutions through collaborative partnerships in a supportive, creative environment that 
grows the economy and creates or preserves quality jobs. Since inception, Dakota Business Lending has provided 
over $550 million in loans with total project impact exceeding $1.2 billion to small businesses and local economies. 

Heather Ranck

API BAKKEN CHAPTER AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS
API Bakken Chapter awarded five scholarships to North Dakota students. Every year the API Board of Directors (all 
volunteers) select multiple local organizations and causes to receive the earning from their annual Golf Tournament 
and other events. 

Cameron Goodman Dylan McDonald Jade Lohnes Lance Hunskor Prairie Bly
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NORTHERN LIGHTS RECEIVES 
GRANT FROM WELLS FARGO TO REPAIR AND MAINTAIN HOME 
IN MINOT
Habitat for Humanity Northern Lights is one of more than 230 Habitat for Humanity affiliates awarded a grant 
from the Wells Fargo Foundation as part of its nationwide initiative to help low to moderate income families build 
and improve their homes across the U.S. 

Habitat for Humanity Northern Lights received a grant to help repair and maintain a wheel chair ramp in 
northwest Minot. Wells Fargo employees from Minot branches will join Habitat for Humanity Northern Lights 
to stain a wheel chair ramp as well as other minor exterior repairs. Working together on Thursday, September 8th 
from 8am to 5pm at 828 – 1st Avenue NW, Minot. 

At least one in 11 North Dakota households spend over half of their income on housing and the number of Minot 
families who are struggling to afford rent is on the rise. 

This funding is part of a $7.75 million donation to Habitat for Humanity International through the Wells Fargo 
Builds program to support the construction, renovation and repairing of more than 350 affordable homes across 
the U.S. 

About Habitat for Humanity Northern Lights
Minot Area Habitat for Humanity is a locally run affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International, a nonprofit, 
ecumenical Christian housing organization. Habitat for Humanity works in partnership with people in need by 
building simple, decent and affordable housing as well as help with exterior home repairs. The houses then are 
sold to those in need at no profit and with no interest charged.

SRT 71ST ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD OCTOBER 12
SRT Communications, North Dakota’s largest telecommunications cooperative, will hold its annual meeting and 
director election on Wednesday, October 12, 2022, at the North Dakota State Fair Center in Minot.

A catered dinner will be served from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m., followed by the business meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
Registration and voting officially close at 7:00 p.m.

Candidates for election include:
District 1: Allan Engh, Sherwood (Incumbent)
District 2: Tom Jespersen, Velva (Incumbent)
District 3: Stuart Rothe, Newburg (Incumbent)
District 4: Benjamin Robertson, Minot (Incumbent)
Jason Sanders, Minot

During the business meeting, a report to the members will be given, financial updates presented, and election 
results announced. Election results will also be posted on srt.com/annualmeeting and SRT’s Facebook page. 

Members are encouraged to bring the postcard they received in the mail to be entered to win
prizes.
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ASPIRE CREDIT UNION BREWS UP PARTNERSHIP WITH LOCAL 
COFFEE HOUSE
With Room Coffee, who had just celebrated their fourth birthday in their downtown Minot location found 
themselves looking for a new home. Aspire Credit Union thought ‘how can we help’. Being local, they wanted to 
support them and provide a creative solution to help them, with the goal of keeping the business open as they 
transitioned out of their brick-and-mortar building to a new permanent home. After a handful of messages, emails, 
and meetings, the two organizations came up with a plan. On Labor Day, With Room Coffee opened a pop-up shop 
inside the credit union.

“A coffee shop and its operation are outside the scope of what we normally do in a financial, but we wanted to figure 
out a way to help,” stated Mindee Kohlman, CEO of Aspire Credit Union, “when we looked around, we thought, we 
have the space, so let’s see if we can make it work.” Throughout conversations, we looked at all the locations inside 
the building that we thought would work, but when the With Room Coffee team saw the garage, they knew that 
was their spot. “Of all the places we looked at, the garage was not where we thought they would end up” Kohlman 
continued. However, the With Room Coffee team had an immediate vision, and knowing this was a temporary 
solution, they were willing to get creative.

In working with the With Room Coffee team, Aspire Credit Union learned many of their customers order ahead, 
stop in and pick up their orders. The pop-up in the garage allows their customers to get their coffee delivered 
through their window and go on their way through our teller line. As a credit union, they looked at traffic, and 
numbers to be sure that this plan was not going to hinder their customer service, traffic flow patterns, or their 
mission as an organization. For the next few months, they are pleased to do what they can to make it work.

Rebecca Alvarez, owner of With Room Coffee said “We are excited to be at Aspire Credit Union. We were 
determined to keep our staff employed during this transition and with this partnership, we have been able to do 
that.” You can find With Room Coffee on social media, where they are frequently updating their hours.

Aspire Credit Union, formerly Prairie Federal Credit Union has served the Minot area communities since 1937. A 
non-profit, member-owned financial institution, Aspire Credit Union strives to provide the best service, products, 
and rates possible to meet its member’s needs. Aspire Credit Union is a community-chartered credit union serving 
Bottineau, McHenry, McLean, Mountrail, Renville, and Ward Counties.

ASPIRE CREDIT UNION WELCOMES WALD
Aspire Credit Union is pleased to welcome Christy Wald to our company as a Mortgage Loan 
Processor. Wald, joins their team with nine years of loan processing experience, and more 
than 23 years of work in the financial industry. Wald’s adaptability will provide her a tool to 
quickly learn the Aspire Credit Union systems allowing her to assist members right away.

Throughout her career, she has learned the skill of prioritizing which will be an asset for 
Aspire Credit Union and their members. “I am excited to connect with members and assist 
them with their mortgage questions and make the process as easy as possible for them,” Wald 
shared after she started in September.

Coming off a record month of mortgage closings, the hiring committee knew they needed a 
candidate with knowledge and drive. Wald stepped up to the challenge and was able to hit the 
ground running. “Her robust knowledge and experience has allowed for a smooth transition,” 
said Bobbi Hanson, Loan Department Manager, “we are excited to have her join our team.” Christy Wald
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  THINKING ABOUT PURCHASING A BUSINESS? 

 THINKING ABOUT SELLING A BUSINESS? 

 BEHIND ON YOUR FINANCIAL STATEMENTS? 

 IS THE BANK ASKING FOR MORE INFORMATION? 

 UNCERTAINTY IN YOUR CASH FLOW? 

 WHAT’S KEEPING YOU UP AT NIGHT? 

 

I CAN HELP ON A JOB, RETAINER, HOURLY OR 
BARTER BASIS.  LET’S MEET OVER A CUP OF 
COFFEE AND DISCUSS YOUR CHALLENGES. 

 

JOHN STEWART 

701.833.8821 jstewart@srt.com 

FINANCIAL CONSULTING 
BUSINESS & PERSONAL 

 

7TH ANNUAL NATIONAL COFFEE WITH A COP DAY SET FOR 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5
The Minot Police Department is excited to announce that they are partnering with The Station Coffee, at 1303 South 
Broadway for the 7th Annual National Coffee with a Cop Day on Wednesday October 5th. Hours for the event are 
8:00am-12:00noon.

Coffee with a Cop began as a grassroots initiative in March 2011 in Hawthorne, California. The initiative was an 
effort to better understand the needs and concerns of community residents. Since then, Coffee with a Cop’s mission 
of breaking down the barriers between police officers and the citizens they serve has successfully spread to all 50 
states and 33 countries. The Minot Police Department has been participating in National Coffee with a Cop day 
since its inception in 2016 and have locally hosted many others coffee events since that time.

The success of this effort rests in its simplicity. There are no speeches, no topics, no agendas; just an opportunity 
for folks in the community to speak with law enforcement officers about what matters to them. Sometimes these 
interactions are a just quick hello and other times long lasting conversations happen leading to
lasting community relationships. All starting over a cup of coffee. 
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MINOT STATE SHINES A LIGHT ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Minot State will shine a light on domestic violence in October, Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

On Oct. 1, purple ribbons will be tied on trees and poles throughout campus and the campus Quad will light up with 
purple lights to raise awareness for domestic violence. 

“It may seem like a small gesture; however, it signifies that there are people that care and that individuals do not need 
to go through this alone,” said Lisa Dooley, Minot State Title IX coordinator. “Together, we can shine a brighter light 
to end domestic violence in our community.” 

Throughout October, the University has different events planned to keep domestic violence awareness in the public 
eye. 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month was launched nationwide in October 1987 as a way to connect and unite 
individuals and organizations working on domestic violence issues while raising awareness for those issues. Over the 
past 30+ years, much progress has been made to support domestic violence victims and survivors, to hold abusers 
accountable, and to create and update legislation to further those goals. 

MSU LAUNCHES ASPIRE PROGRAM FOR FUTURE 
EDUCATORS
Minot State University has launched an exciting opportunity for high school juniors and seniors exploring a career 
in education through the Aspire program. 

The program is possible through Minot State’s partnership with the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 
and the Bush PIPELINE (Planning Initiative to Prepare Educators for Licensure in ND {Special} Education) grant. 

“The Aspire program is an excellent opportunity for high school students to get a jump start on a career in the 
much-needed education field,” said Kevin Harmon, Minot State vice president for student affairs. “We are pleased to 
be working with the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction and the Bush PIPELINE to help offset teacher 
shortages in North Dakota and the region.” 

MSU is recruiting Aspire Explorers for the Spring 2023 semester. Students must be nominated by a school 
administrator or counselor. The program components include: 

• Dual credit SPED 110 Introduction to Exceptional Children: Delivered online with tuition and materials paid! 
This class is required for all education and communication sciences and disorders majors at MSU 

• Peer mentors 
• One day immersive experience on campus 
• Development of an individualized pathway to a career in education 

There is a critical shortage of teachers in North Dakota and throughout the country and the Aspire program will 
help students earn a head start on their career by taking a college course in education.  

MSU OFFERS WORKSHOPS THROUGH LIFELONG 
LEARNING INSTITUTE
Minot State University is offering an exciting list of workshops for the Lifelong Learning Institute Fall 2022 schedule.
  
Workshops range from photography to framing, sculpture to pottery, and pickle ball to podcasting. There are events 
for children and adults. Each workshop features various Minot State faculty and expert community members. 

For more information or to sign up for a class, see Minot State’s Lifelong Learning Institute WEBSITE or contact 
Amy Woodbeck, professional and community education coordinator, by EMAIL or by phone at 701-858-3989/1-
800-777-0750 ext. 3989.

https://minotstate-ndus.nbsstore.net/msu-lifelong-learning-institute
mailto:mailto:amy.woodbeck%40minotstateu.edu?subject=
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FIRST WESTERN BANK & TRUST SUPPORTS THEIR 
COMMUNITIES WITH VOLUNTEER DAYS
First Western Bank & Trust (FWBT) has partnered with local charities, non-profits, and other organizations to 
improve each community they serve during their 4th Annual Volunteer Days, October 3rd – 7th.

First Western Bank & Trust was founded on the principles of community improvement and involvement.
In every region, First Western prides themselves on being part of making their communities great places
to live, work and raise families. Over 600 hours of volunteering are donated each year by FWBT
employees. This volunteer event is in memory of founder, J.H. ‘Jack’ Hoeven Jr., who gave so much to
the communities and set an example for all to give back.

“Volunteer Days has become a proud tradition, one that resonates in the hearts of each employee in
every region we serve,” said Chairman, President, & CEO of First Western Bank & Trust Brenda K. Foster.
“We have a responsibility to improve and serve where we live. That passion was present in our founder,
and it continues today.”

Employees in all regions have been cleaning parks, 
serving meals, saving pets, donating blood, and
supporting non-profits with like-minded aspirations 
since the beginning of First Western in 1964. During
Volunteer Days, all employees in every First Western 
location is given the opportunity to participate in a
volunteer activity, most of them occurring during the 
work day. Some of the service projects scheduled
this year include: serving food at soup kitchens, 
wrapping diapers for needy families, collecting canned
goods for food drives, visiting seniors at assisted living 
facilities, making tie blankets for local shelters,
and participating in various fundraisers for non-profits 
throughout North Dakota, South Dakota, and
Minnesota.

First Western Bank & Trust employs approximately 340 
people across 17 locations in North Dakota, Minnesota, 
and South Dakota.

PARDON JOINS DACOTAH BANK MINOT LOCATION
Dacotah Bank is excited to announce Courtney Pardon has joined the location in Minot as a Mortgage Banker. 
Courtney graduated from Surrey Public School in 2012, and then attended Minot State University graduating in 
2016 with a bachelor’s degree in finance and management. Courtney’s banking career includes 10 years of experience 
in the Minot market. Her most recent position she is coming to us from was a Mortgage Banker with Bremer Bank. 

Courtney spends time in the community being part of the board for the Minot Association of Builders, optimist club 
and serves as a chamber ambassador.  

Courtney, with husband Cody, have two children Cohen (5) and Collins (6 months). Courtney and Cody planted 
their own roots just outside Burlington, ND to raise their family. They enjoy down time with family and friends, 
outdoor activities, and attending events in the Minot community. 
 
About Dacotah Bank
Based in Aberdeen, S.D., Dacotah Bank has assets that exceed $3 billion, making it one of the largest independent 
banks in the upper Midwest. With dozens of hometown locations throughout North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Minnesota, Dacotah Bank employs nearly 600 people and serves over 60,000 customers with banking, insurance, 
mortgage, and trust and wealth management services. More information about Dacotah Bank is available at 
dacotahbank.com. Member FDIC.  
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RAUSCHENBERGER 
CONQUERS HALFTIME 
CHALLENGE 
Eighth grader, Burke Rauschenberger, conquered the United 
Community Bank Halftime Kicker Challenge during the DLB 
vs. Velva football game on Friday, October 15. By making 
the kick, South Prairie’s fine arts program received a $1000 
donation on Rauschenberger’s behalf. 

All attendees of the football game had the opportunity to put 
their name in the bucket to be drawn for a chance to take on 
the challenge to win a $100 cash prize for themselves and a 
donation for the school. Burke Rauschenberger was the lucky 
individual drawn to give the challenge a try, which consisted of 
completing a field goal during halftime of the game.  

While he didn’t come prepared with the right foot gear, he calmly rose to the challenge, making the kick from the extra 
point line, with the crowd cheering him on. Burke is a student at South Prairie, the quarterback of the junior high 
football team and the son of Gabe & Karlee Rauschenberger.  

“We are presently preparing for our regional competition one-act play and winning the money from the Halftime 
Challenge is a much needed gift to enable us to purchase costumes and set pieces, said Paula Rauschenberger, South 
Prairie speech and drama coach. “We are extremely grateful to United Community Bank for the generosity of the funds 
for our up-and-coming drama program!”  

United Community Bank launched the UCB Halftime Challenge with the goal to create a fun and unique opportunity 
to raise donations for non-athletic needs within the school.  Halftime challenges at both Des Lacs Burlington and South 
Prairie High Schools will take place during the boys and girls high school basketball season as well. 

Burke Rauschenburger and Jennifer Hubrig

SERTOMA SELTZER AND BEERFEST TICKETS ON SALE NOW
Tickets for Sertoma Seltzer and Beerfest, an annual event sponsored by the Minot Sertoma Club, are now on sale online.

The event will be held Saturday, October 8, at the Flickertail Gardens on the North Dakota State Fairgrounds, and will 
run from 4-8 p.m. This event includes a taste testing of seltzers and some of the best beers in town. Tickets are $50 each 
and can be purchased from Sertoma members or online at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sertoma-seltzer-beerfest-
tickets-165446792811. 

Admission gets you sampling of 20 beers and seltzers, free meal from Homesteaders, a chance to win a door prizes 
and the opportunity to buy raffle tickets for a chance to win some big raffle items including a Family Fun Package and 
Ladies Package valued at over $400 each, a cash bar and lots of fun! Games include free axe throwing from Up Your 
Axe.

Proceeds will be used to benefit the many projects funded by the Minot Sertoma Club, including STEAM T-ball league, 
ND Center for Persons with Disabilities, Minot Family YMCA, Maysa Arena, Hands and Voices Hearing Aid Loaner 
Bank, and Minot State University hearing and speech initiatives. Since 1959, the Minot Sertoma Club has donated more 
than $1 million to the Minot community and area.

For more information about Sertoma Seltzer and Beerfest, or sponsorship opportunities, call Jenny Castro at 406-490-
6185.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sertoma-seltzer-beerfest-tickets-165446792811.  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sertoma-seltzer-beerfest-tickets-165446792811.  
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COMMUNITY ROCKS GIVES BACK TO MINOT
The seventh annual Community Rocks concert continued its tradition of offering a unique concert experience with a 
community-based philanthropic message. 

The August concert, making its debut at the newly renovated Minot State Amphitheater, provided an excellent night 
of music combining rock and roll and orchestra. 

On Monday, the philanthropic portion of the event took center stage as Community Rocks donated a record $51,000 
to 10 area projects.  

“The mission of Community Rocks reminds us that we are dedicated to planning and delivering performance arts 
events to improve our community," said Andy Bertsch, MSU professor and Community Rocks co-founder. “Our 
business model includes partnering with a primary beneficiary; and, because the event is made possible by an 
amazing orchestra, vocalists, auctioneer, emcee, and others who help to fulfill the mission, we name many other 
beneficiaries selected by those involved.” 

The 2022 primary beneficiary and partner, Souris Valley Animal Shelter, was awarded $45,500 from the Community 
Rocks partnership. The Minot State Development Foundation was awarded $1,000 for music scholarships and 
Prairie Grit Sports was awarded $1,000 via Starbucks.  

“One might notice that many of our annual beneficiaries were once the primary beneficiary themselves, 
including Prairie Grit Sports, the Magic City Discovery Center, the Minot String Academy, and Project Bee. 
Those partnerships are important to us,” Bertsch said. “In the end, the largest contributor to the success of every 
Community Rocks event is the audience. We are forever thankful for their support.” 

The Souris Valley United Way, The Lord’s Cupboard, Magic City Discovery Center, Project Bee, the Minot String 
Academy, Minot High School bands, and Dakota Chamber Music were awarded $500 each in the name of various 
partners of the event. 

Community Rocks is busy planning the eighth annual event for the 2023-24 academic year, and a date and time for 
the concert will be released later in the year. 
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OCTOBER IS DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE AWARENESS 
MONTH
October is nationally recognized as Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month (DVAM), and the Domestic Violence 
Crisis Center (DVCC) has many events and educational 
opportunities throughout the month. 

 One in four women and one in seven men will 
experience domestic violence in their lifetime– our 
community is not immune. In 2021 alone, over 6,907 
victim services were provided. 

DVCC has served North-Central ND for over 45 years.  
W Our vision is for everyone in our community to 
experience only healthy relationships, but we can't 
achieve this alone. This October, for DVAM, we invite 
you to help make our vision a reality.    

Investing in our program can aid in awareness, service 
expansion, and maintaining a 24/7 crisis response to 
people brave enough to come forward and disclose 
domestic violence in their darkest moments.  

In 2021, 600 survivors, their children, and pets found 
support, and 2,360 nights of safety were made possible 
by the generosity of our local donors. This October, 
our goal is to raise $15,000 and to light the entire town 
purple so that together we may illustrate community 
support and serve more survivors in our community. Here are a few options to get involved https://www.facebook.
com/DVCCMinot/events/?ref=page_internal or you may contact Cambree Smith, public affairs specialist Cambree@
dvccminot.org. Center, Project Bee, the Minot String Academy, Minot High School bands, and Dakota Chamber 
Music were awarded $500 each in the name of various partners of the event. 

Community Rocks is busy planning the eighth annual event for the 2023-24 academic year, and a date and time for 
the concert will be released later in the year. 
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GLIKS' CELEBRATES 125TH ANNIVERSARY
Glik’s, the 14th oldest retailer in the United States, announced today that the company is celebrating its 125th Year 
Anniversary the week of October 3rd - 9th, 2022. 

To say thank you to their customers, the company released a video celebrating their 125th year in business on 
YouTube. 

“Our 125th Anniversary is a dream come true! As a young child I gained a passion for the business from my father 
who talked almost every night about his exciting day at Glik’s. At a young age, it was a gift to know what business 
path I wanted to pursue,” said President/CEO Jeff Glik. 

“While I haven't been around for all 125 years of our history, joining the family business has been my dream since 
I was a child. I didn't answer "fireman" or "astronaut" when asked ‘what do you want to be when you grow up?’ I 
always answered ‘I want to be a buyer at Glik's.’ Fast forward many years and today, I feel an immense gratitude for 
being able to join this business, family by my side.” Said Jeremy Glik, Women’s Buyer.

“I am incredibly honored to be a part of the 5th generation to work in the family business alongside my cousin and 
each of our fathers. Here at Glik’s everyone is a part of the family, and we have a great team that is ready to take this 
company far beyond 125 years.” Said Elliot Glik, Young Men’s Buyer.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statics (BLS), only 25% of all businesses ever make it past 15 years. Even more 
rare is to see a family business that continues to thrive. Glik’s has defied all the odds as their 5th generation family 
members joined the company in 2020 and 2021. 

“Less than 3% of fourth generation businesses survive. Yes, a 97% chance of failure. Well, the fourth generation, and 
now the fifth generation join the great people at Glik’s to ‘beat the odds’. Our company is full of energy, excitement, 
and passion and we are excited to celebrate 125 years and many more down the road,” said Jeff Glik.

The Glik family grown the company from a horse drawn wagon, to one of the first strip mall stores, to over 70 brick 
and mortar locations as well as an online store. 

“Over my last 40 years I have seen so much change in our business and being able to change with the trends has been 
exciting. Our business has grown because we have been flexible within our core business,” Jim Glik, Vice President 
and 4th generation family member, said.

In order to celebrate this historic milestone, Gilk’s is pulling out all the stops. Included in the celebrations are the 
following: 

• Oct 3-9 - 25% off the entire store (some exclusions apply)
• Oct 3-9 – Each store will be raffling off a tote bag filled with popular products. Sign up for a chance to win at  
 your local store. Winner will be picked on October 10th, 2022. 
 (Each tote contains a Simply Southern Tote, a pair of Hey Dude shoes, Goodr sunglasses, a Warmies rice   
 warming friend, a BrüMate, a pair of Stance Socks, a The North Face x Glik’s Collaboration Coffee    
Cup, a Denim tote, Poppy Popcorn, a Kimes Ranch bandana, a Carhartt Hat, a bar of Duke Cannon Soap, and a   
Puffin Koozie. Valued at $300)
• Oct 3 – $125 – Gift card giveaway on the @GliksOfficial Instagram
• Oct 4 - Give Back Tuesday, Each store has chosen a nonprofit to receive 10% of the sales on 10/4
• Oct 4-9 – Ten tote bags filled with popular products will be raffled off through the @GliksOfficial Instagram. 
Follow the @GliksOfficial Instagram for a chance to win. Winners announced October 10, 2022 at 1pm CST.
(Each tote contains a Simply Southern Tote, a pair of Hey Dude shoes, Goodr sunglasses, a Warmies rice warming 
friend, a BrüMate, a pair of Stance Socks, a The North Face x Glik’s Collaboration Coffee Cup, a Denim tote, Poppy 
Popcorn, a Kimes Ranch bandana, a Carhartt Hat, a bar of Duke Cannon Soap, and a Puffin Koozie. Valued at $300)

To learn more about Glik’s, please visit their website at https://gliks.com/, or find them on Instagram or Facebook at 
@GliksOfficial
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4TH AVENUE ROADWAY IMPACTS BEGIN SEPTEMBER 26
Starting October 3rd, 4th Avenue NE will be closed to eastbound and westbound through traffic starting at 7th Street 
NE to 27th Street NE. Traffic control will route through traffic to Burdick Expressway to bypass this area. Access to 
Lowe’s Garden Center will be off 27th Street SE. This closure is expected to be in place through November 2022.

The work on 4th Avenue NE is part of the Phase MI-5 Northeast Tieback Levee Project, a Mouse River Enhanced 
Flood Protection Project phase. Phase MI-5 includes earthen levees, arterial road changes, a dry stormwater pond, 
floodwalls, a city greenway feature, and a stormwater pump station.

When completed and connected to the first four phases of the MREFPP, the MI-5 phase will help remove 
approximately 60 percent of Minot residents from the proposed FEMA floodplain and, most importantly, provide 
long-term flood protection to the record flood of 2011. All the enhanced flood protection projects currently 
under construction and those under design provide a level of protection equal to the 2011 flood, plus three feet of 
freeboard.
For more details on the project and the latest information, go to www.mouseriverplan.com or search on Facebook 
and like the project information page.
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GIVING BACK - MINOT RODEO EVENTS DONATE FUNDS 
TO NINE AREA CHARITIES
The “bucks” in the rodeo arena at the Badlands Circuit Finals Rodeo and Rodeo Minot are much more than the 
horses and bulls as they try to get cowboys off their backs. 

They’re the “bucks” that 
are generated by the 
rodeo and that are given to 
local organizations. 

Since the 2021 Badlands 
Circuit Finals Rodeo, held 
each year in Minot in 
October, over $25,000 has 
been donated to nine area 
groups. 

Those nine groups receiving 
funds are the Ward County (N.D.) 4-H, Prairie Grit, South Prairie (N.D.) High School FFA program, Dakota Boys & 
Girls Club, TR4 Heart and Soul; Western Wranglers Rodeo Club; the St. Joseph Foundation in Minot; Independence, 
Inc., and the Blaisdell Rodeo Club for the Mike Sauber Youth Rodeo scholarship. 

The financial gift from the circuit finals and Rodeo Minot is a great help, said Emily Burkett, NDSU Extension Ward 
County 4-H Youth Development Agent. 

“To have a large chunk (of money) like that, it builds longevity for the program,” she said. “We reach over 250 kids in 
4-H and also do programming through the schools. This donation goes towards expenses in hosting programming 
for all Ward County youth.” 

The committee that produces the Badlands Circuit Finals Rodeo prides itself on giving back, said Max Weppler, 
long-time committee member from Minot. 

“We’re proud to have a positive influence on so many different organizations,” he said. “There are so many groups 
doing good work, whether it’s with kids or people with challenges, we are glad we can contribute to so many of 
them.” 

For the second year, South Prairie High School’s FFA program received a check from rodeo proceeds. 

The money goes directly to helping students in the FFA program, said Wayne Stanley, superintendent of the school. 
The ag mechanics team has qualified for the National FFA 
Convention, so the funds will be used in part for travel expenses. 
“It will help pay for the cost of going to Nationals,” he said. 

“It’s great to have an organization like the rodeo see the 
importance of FFA to a community.” 

This year’s Badlands Circuit Finals will be held Oct. 14-16 at the 
N.D. State Fair Center in Minot. Performances start at 7 pm on 
Oct. 14-15 and at 1 pm on Oct. 16. 

Tickets start at $20 for adults and $10 for children and can 
be purchased online at RodeoMinot.com, at North Country 
Mercantile (2000 20th Avenue SE in Minot) and at the gate. 

For more information, visit RodeoMinot.com or the circuit finals 
Facebook and Instagram pages. 

Representatives from the organizations benefitting from funds given by the Badlands Circuit Finals 
Rodeo and Rodeo Minot gather for a photo. Combined, the two events have donated over $25,000

Representatives from Ward County 4-H accept the "big check" 
in April of 2022. The Badlands Circuit Finals Rodeo and Rodeo 

Minot donated over $25,000 to nine local organizations. 
Photo by Brandee Moore.
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MINOT STATE PLANS HOMECOMING 2022 PARADE 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 | 11:00 AM
Minot State University is excited to announce the 2022 Homecoming events will include its annual parade from 
downtown Minot to the MSU campus.

The parade is scheduled for the Saturday of Homecoming Week on Oct. 15 and starts at 11 a.m. in Minot’s historic 
downtown. MSU welcomes cars, trucks, floats, walkers, marching bands, and horses to participate, expecting up to 80 
entrants. 

“We are excited to have the annual parade as part of our jam-packed Homecoming 2022 events,” said Janna 
McKechnie, director of alumni relations and engagement. “We invite anyone who wants to be a part of this great 
tradition to sign up for a spot in the parade or line the route to the campus.”

The route begins on 3rd Street and moves through the downtown via Main Street and Central Avenue before heading 
north on Broadway to MSU.
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There’s a positive movement going on in Minot. We’re rediscovering that our 

community is full of energy and a spirit for being a better place to live, to visit 

and to love. We have friendly and helpful faces, big ideas, a can-do attitude 

and fun things to do everywhere. Get excited again about the Magic City. 

Join the conversation and share why you think it’s #MagicInMinot.

M A G I C I N M I N O T . C O M

It’s Magic in Minot!
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October 2022 - Chamber EDC Meetings and Events

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5
Agribusiness  
Committee 
8:00 a.m. 

North Central Research 
Extension Center

6
CLI - Emergency  

Management 
8:30 a.m. 

Minot Police Department

Start Up Minot Academy 
8:30 a.m. 

Carnegie Center 

Military Affairs  
Committee 
12:00 noon 
Grand Hotel

Ambassador Committee 
4:30 p.m. 
Arny's 2.0

7 8

9 10 11
Eagle Awards 
Presentation 

10:00 a.m. 
Minot Area Chamber EDC

12
Board of Directors 

7:30 a.m. 
Minot Area Chamber EDC

13
Start Up Minot 

Networking: 7:30 a.m.
Academy: 8:30 a.m. 

Carnegie Center 

CLI - Education 
8:30 a.m. 

Burdick Job Corps 
Center

Business After Hours 
5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

Sleep Inn & Suites

14
Infrastructure 

Committee 
7:30 a.m. - Tour

 

15

16 17 18 19
Ribbon Cutting

11:00 a.m. 
Cornerstone Bank 

415 20th Avenue SW

20
Start Up Minot

Academy: 8:30 a.m. 
Carnegie Center 

CLI - Economic 
Development 

8:30 a.m. 
Magic City Discovery 

Center

Ribbon Cutting
Noon

Extend Stay America 
Suites

1009 20th Ave SE
Ribbon Cutting

4:00 pm  
Liv Energy & Nutrition 

118 8th Ave NW

21 22

23

30

24

31

25 26
Right Start  

Presentation 
9:40 a.m. 

MAFB

Junior Achievement 
Committee

Noon 
Minot Area Chamber EDC

Minot City Council 
Candidate Forum

6:00 p.m.
Minot City Hall

27
CLI Final Session 

8:30 a.m. 
Carnegie Center

Start Up Minot Academy 
8:30 a.m. 

Carnegie Center 

Energy Committee 
11:30 a.m. 

Badlands Restuarant

Ward Cty Commission  
Candidate Forum 

6:00 p.m. 
Minot City Hall

28 29


